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Trading Accounts
SAM TELLER OF TWO GREY HILLS

Kathleen M'Closkey

T

rading posts on the Navajo reservation are frequent subjects of both
scholarly and popular books and articles. Dozens of existing studies
document the history of the reservation trading-post system.! However, the
names ofthe Navajos, or Dine, who worked at posts seldom appear in this historicalliterature. 2 In the recent past, historians have labored to create more
inclusive narratives, incorporating the stories of peoples who made crucial
but unacknowledged contributions to western history.3

Kathy M'Closkey is currently Adjunct Assistant Professor in the Department of Sociology and
Anthropology, University of Windsor, Windsor, Ontario, Canada. She recently authored Swept

Under the Rug: A Hidden History of Navajo Weaving, published by University of New Mexico
Press

(2002).

She is currently gathering archival information that will reposition Navajo weavers

and woolgrowers within a global context. Another recent collaborative project titled "Two Paths
of Power Relations: An Historical Comparison of the Praxis of Museum Anthropology in the
United States and Canada," will be published by University of British Columbia Press in 2004.
This article is dedicated to the memory of Sam Kent Teller who passed away 24 December 2000
at his home in Newcomb, New Mexico. I wish to thank the entire Teller family for invaluable
assistance and unending patience; in particular, Ruth, Barbara, Lynda, and Ernie Teller, David
Ornelas, and Belvin Pete. Lorraine Cantin and Dina Labelle of the University of Windsor
scanned the photographs and helped with the final preparation ofthe manuscript. The Whatcom
Museum in Bellingham, Washington, provided funding for a portion of the project. Suzanne
Friemann assisted in collecting information at the National Archives, Washington, D.C., during
July 2001. David Brugge kindly provided additional information on Navajos who traded after 1950.
Mary Frances Morrow expedited research at the National Archives in Washington, D.C.
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3

1949
Left to right: Sam Teller with Roseann, Marie Louise Gould
(Mrs. Teller's sister), Ruth Teller with Clara Mae (in cradleboard),
Tillie Gleason and her daughters Betty and Dorothy.
(Photograph courtesy of the Teller family)
TELLER FAMILY,
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From 1946 to 1978, Sam Teller, a Navajo gentleman from White Rock,
New Mexico, served as manager and right-hand-man for the owners of Two
Grey Hills trading post located in New Mexico. Although Mr. Teller had
worked for the railroad prior to military duty, he became "keeper of the keys"
at the post. The post's owners were periodically absent during his tenure, so
Mr. Teller carried out numerous tasks. He bore additional responsibilities
because one partner had a drinking problem. Over the years Ruth Teller, Mr.
Teller's wife and mother oftheir six children, became an adept photographer.
In order to appreciate more fully Mr. Teller's chosen livelihood, this study
will situate his contributions within the history of trading posts and Navajo
wageworkers.

Historical Context
The first Anglos who traded with the Navajos were post sutlers, itinerant civilian peddlers who supplied the army with food and clothing. When Navajo
sheep flocks began to increase after the formation of the reservation in 1868,
some sutlers bought excess Navajo wool. A few sutlers abandoned the army
trade for the increasingly lucrative Indian commerce. The first trading license
was issued at Fort Defiance in 1868, but that merchant primarily served a
White clientele associated with the fort. 4 Gradually the Indian agent encouraged Navajos to sell their excess wool, and by 1889 there were nine trading
posts on the reservation with thirty others surrounding it. 5 The government
controlled the number, locations, and licensing of posts on the reservation,
while off-reservation posts remained unregulated. Trading posts created more
frequent contacts between Navajos and Anglos than any other institution.
They predated other Anglo-run agencies such as schools and hospitals and
served as general stores and community centers. 6 As the reservation was enlarged, most government officials had little contact with the Indians.
Traders, however, occupy an ambivalent place in Navajo history. Numerous authors see them as individuals who aided the Navajos' transition into
the modern world. 7 Others picture them as often unscrupulous and profitoriented. 8 Some traders truly befriended Navajos, acting as interpreters, doctors, lawyers, bankers, and sometimes morticians. But others casually justified
a number of inimical trading practices. Anthropologist Ruth Underhill christened the trader "the Navajos' Shogun," and noted that trading was doubly
profitable because of the markup on staples sold and the handsome profit
gained by selling Navajo products. 9
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Since the establishment of the reservation in 1868, the Navajo economy
has become integrated into the national market via wool production, weaving, lamb production, wagework, and, more recently, extraction of nonrenewable resources. lO Traders saw themselves as best equipped to "bridge the
gap" between the Anglo and Navajo worlds. Traders selectively promoted
new subsistence activities to perpetuate the seasonal, uncapitalized cycle with
its dependence on post credit. From the traders' perspective, the American
ideal was to promote material welfare without disturbing moral and spiritual
values.u Anthropologist Willow Roberts describes an Indian trader as an individual who "exchanges manufactured goods with the Navajo for raw materials and crafts, usually on the latter's home ground."12 Flour, coffee, sugar,
and baking powder were the main staples, along with canned peaches and
tomatoes. Tobacco, flimnel, velveteen, calico, and trade blankets were bartered in large quantitiesY The term trader not only describes a specific business, it also represents a distinct way of life and livelihood.
Reservation trading posts were generally constructed of stone, wood, or
adobe with corrugated roofs. Windows were often protected by iron bars.
Interiors were similar. The "bull-pen" usually had an iron stove and woodbox, and high, wide, wooden counters, which discouraged shoplifting from
shelves that lined the walls. Doors were double-locked or equipped with stout
drop bars. '4 Traders owned their own buildings but rarely owned the land.
Some posts had a guest hogan on the grounds to accommodate Navajo families that travelled long distances to trade.'5 Posts generally were composed of
two to five rooms-a large front room used for trading, one or two storage
rooms, and a living area for the trader and his family. Navajos often helped
with the construction. '6 Owners were required to reside at the post but enforcement of this rule was lax. Government regulations required that traders
post a ten-thousand-dollar bond.'7
Very little published information exists on Navajo traders who did business
with other Navajos. Chee Dodge, first chairman of the Navajo Tribal Council formed in 1923, maintained a trading partnership with Stephen Aldrich at
Round Rock during the 1890S. Their licenses were annually renewed for more
than two decades.'s By 1905 several other Navajos had become traders, but
historians know little about their posts. Anthropologist Klara Kelley documented that near Black Mesa a post was operated by Little Mustache and his
brother Arroyo for less than a decade (approximately 1912-1920) ,'9 The posts
recorded by Kelley were short-lived and likely undercapitalized. In 1945 H.
T. Donald leased Tsegi (between Shonto and Kayenta) with credit extended
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TWO GREY HILLS TRADING POST 1964

(Photograph courtesy of the Teller family)

by Reuben Heflin, son-in-law of Stokes Carson.'" Unlike non-Navajo operators,
Dine traders on the reservation did not need licenses, but Navajo traders were
still a rarity. Nelson Gorman owned a post in the Chinle area around 1910.21
Clitso Dedman was a jack-of-all-trades: carpenter, stonemason, railroad
worker and, from 1910 to 1915, trader/owner of a post located at Nazlini, south
of Chinle." However, Dedman became best known for his carving ability.23
According to William Y. Adams, traders on the Navajo reservation exerted
a profound psychological and social influence over their customers, an influence that transcended even their economic importance. Most owners were
Anglo American, and some married Navajo women. Z4 Traders represented
dominant Anglo society. As recently as 1972, many Navajos were still preliterate and inexperienced in Anglo commercial transactions. More than 50
percent of Navajo adults over the age of twenty-five were unable to read or
write English, and one-third could not speak English. Thus Navajos who
worked at trading posts, especially as managers, performed vital functions as
cultural intermediaries.
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Navajos and Wage Labor

The Dine have an extensive history of freighting for reservation traders and
government agencies, initially by horse team and later by truck. The reservation has consistently sustained a high level of unemployment in wage labor, but most Navajos have expressed a desire to remain on the reservation.
Most Dine, therefore, had to search for work off-reservation, for only a small
percentage of the population could be absorbed by agency or trading-post
work. E. Reeseman Fryer, the general superintendent ofthe Navajo Service,
calculated that 3 percent of reservation income was derived from tradingpost-related work. Construction jobs were temporary; work was generally
seasonal. Some Navajos found work in sawmills and lumberyards. 25
Thousands of Navajos served in the armed forces and defense-related industries during World War II. Upon returning home, few found steady work.
Dine faced increasing impoverishment as per capita income plummeted
with the loss of military income. Due to population growth and range deterioration, the reservation lacked dependable sources ofwater and pastures to
sustain traditional subsistence based on livestock raising. The Bureau oflndian Affairs and the Veterans Administration were charged with recruiting
large numbers of Navajos for off-reservation work. Federal agencies and reservation traders served as labor "contractors" and intermediaries between
employers and potential employees. To buttress their assimilationist policies,
federal bureaucrats and placement officials collaborated on strategies to stabilize the labor force and to keep "on the job longer" Navajos working offthe
reservation. 26
The two most prominent draws for Navajo labor were agriculture and railroad work. Both industries preferred a system in which they could recruit
dependable workers as necessary without the responsibility of maintaining
year-round off-reservation housing for them. The Santa Fe Railroad provided
unemployment benefits during the wintertime and pensions for retirees. 27
External labor markets drew large numbers of Navajos miles from the reservation. Many Navajos, however, preferred to return to the reservation periodically to participate in ceremonies, tend crops and livestock, and fulfill
family and clan obligations. Such absences disrupted their participation in
long-term work projects, frequently frustrating their employers. Although
much off-reservation work, such as harvesting crops, was also seas~nal it seldom coincided with the Navajo cycle. During the 1940S one family in fifty
was estimated to own a car or truck, most of which were used vehicles. 28
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In 1939 the Tribal Council passed a resolution encouraging Navajos to
"buyout the white Indian traders," and the tribe opened three postS. 29 With
reservation lands held in trust by the federal government, trading-post proprietors owned the buildings but not the land. Still, few Navajos had enough
capital to bankroll a post, and without title to the land, obtaining bank loans
was impossible. By 1949 the Dine population had reached sixty-five thousand, with 102 trading posts. Over 90 percent of the posts were recruiting for
the railroad and about seven thousand Navajos were employed. 3D In his report
on trading prepared for the commissioner of Indian affairs, Moris Burge reviewed the reasons why few Navajos became traders:
The history of Navajos who have attempted to establish themselves in
the trading business is predominantly one of failure. It is not necessary
to look very far to find a reason for this. Lack of capital, insufficient
experience, and community pressures have been overwhelming
obstacles to their success. Few Navajos have had the education or
experience to run a business. Educated Navajos have usually sought
jobs in the Indian Service or away from the reservation. Business
experience, for the most part, has been limited to clerking in a trading
post where there was no opportunity to learn the buying, bookkeeping,
or the general management of a trading business. The strong tradition
existing among Navajos for the care of the needy, particularly those in
one's extended family group, has always been a serious problem for a
Navajo trader. There are many examples cited by Navajos of Navajo
traders who have found their stocks dwindle from the shelves from
handouts to needy members of their family. For the same reasons they
have assumed credit risks that were ruinous to their business. There is
a general feeling on the reservation that the trading business is a logical
and desirable field of endeavor for Navajos. It is attractive to many of
them because it enables them to live on the reservation with their own
people. They also see traders making money and generally living in
desirable circumstances. 31
By 1968 the Navajo Nation operated a $1.s million revolving loan fund. Although there were one hundred "general merchandise" stores on' the reservation in 1970, fewer than twenty were Navajo owned. By that date
approximately So percent of post employees were Navajos, largely due to
pressure from the tribal government.J2 However, most Navajos worked in
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menial positions, their chances of entering the ranks of trading-post owners
was remote. They lacked access to dependable sources of cash and credit,
and kinship-based reciprocity taxed the Navajo traders' resources. As Burge
noted, business decisions ran counter to community values: an Anglo trader
could refuse credit to a Navajo, but his Navajo counterpart could not.J3
Two Grey Hills, Navajo Nation, New Mexico

Two Grey Hills trading post, founded in 1897, is located on the reservation
east of the Chuska Mountains off Highway 666 (now U.S. Highway 491) and
midway between Gallup and Shiprock, New Mexico (Map 1). Much of the
region east of Highway 666, including the Chaco Canyon area, is accessible
only by rough gravel roads. The name Two Grey Hills may be derived from
Bis dahlitso (upper yellow adobe), for the several tan-colored hills that back-

MAP 1. NAVAJO RESERVATION

(Courtesy of the author)
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drop the post. 34 The site is listed on the New Mexico State Register of Cultural Properties. A number ofAnglo family "trading dynasties," including the
Noels, Wetherills, Davies, andCarsons, owned the post for various periods
over the past century. Willard Leighton bought the post in 1948 and employed
his brother Robert (Bobby).J5 In 1972 the store's manager, Derrold Stock, acquired an interest in the post. Stock died suddenly in 1980. After managing
the post for four years, Les Wilson purchased it from Marie Leighton in 1987.
He and his Navajo wife Irma Henderson continue to run the post today.
Two Grey Hills is probably the best-known reservation post in New Mexico,
and on the reservation it is second in reputation only to Ganado, a National
Historic Site located in northeastern Arizona. Hundreds of publications contain information on Two Grey Hills, and the post even maintains a website. 36
For decades Two Grey Hills has enjoyed a reputation as home to the "RollsRoyce" of Navajo rugs. Rugs from this region are noted for their clean crisp
lines and tapestry-quality weaves of naturally colored, hand-spun wools from
local sheep. A large percentage of publications on Two Grey Hills has fo'cused on the outstanding weavings from the region.

Sam Teller, Navajo Trader
Sam Kent Teller was born 28 November 1918 into the T6'aheedlfinii Clan
(The Water Flow Together), and born for Honaghaahnii Clan (One Who
Walks Around), in Crownpoint, New Mexico. His mother Nellie Peshlakai
Teller and father Paul had seven boys and three girls. As a young boy, Sam
Teller loved to play baseball with his siblings. He was an expert on horseback,
emulating western film stars, and became adept at trick riding. During the
1940S Mr. Teller's work for the railroad took him to Nebraska, Kansas, Utah,
and areas of the Southwest. In 1942 he was stationed at Fort Lewis, Washington, while in the U.S. Army. Mr. Teller resumed railroad work because itpaid
well, but he disliked the excessive drinking that sometimes occurred among
the employees. He married Ruth Shorty in 1945. When their daughter Roseann was born, Sam sought work closer to home.
Other traders and owners at Two Grey Hills have been profiled in publications, but Mr. Teller worked at the post for a far longer period than did
many of them. Although most closely associated with Two Grey Hills, Mr.
Teller also worked for short periods at lesser-known posts such as Buffalo
Springs, Colored Mountain, Cove, and Littlewater. Still he always returned
to Two Grey Hills.
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1958
(Photograph courtesy of the Teller family)

BUFFALO SPRINGS TRADING POST,

Mr. Teller was responsible for many day-to-day operations at Two Grey
Hills. He was experienced in many aspects of trading: buying and sacking
wool; purchasing and hauling livestock and hay; freighting goods to and from
. wholesale houses in Gallup, Shiprock, and Farmington; stocking shelves;
working behind the meat counter; and hauling cows to Durango, Colorado.
Because he also owned sheep, cattle, and horses, he was very knowledgeable
about livestock. Mr. Teller opened the store six days a week and worked long
hours each day. In fact his family lived behind the post during the 1950S until
Mr. Teller built their current home in Newcomb, New Mexico. He served a
crucial role as "cultural translator" for non-English-speaking Navajos unfamiliar with trading post practices and policies. Often the trader/owner did
not appear at the post until long after lunch. Thus Mr. Teller was a valued
and trusted employee who continually looked after the daily tasks necessary
for a smooth operation. His older children, Roseann and Ernie, gained valuable experience when they helped their dad behind the counter.
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Interview with Sam Teller
Over the weekend of 29 August 1997 and on several other occasions, I interviewed Sam Teller at his home in Newcomb. I found the genealogy of post
ownership confusing. Mr. Teller had a remarkable memory, and he clarified
the chronology of partnerships for me. Prior to working at Two Grey Hills,
Mr. Teller knew Willard Leighton while the latter worked for James Gibson,
owner of the White Rock post. 3? Both traders had served in the navy during
World War II. Like many Navajos, Mr. Teller periodically worked for the
railroad, but the jobs could be unpredictable and cancellations occurred unexpectedly. After working at the post for a short period, he was called back for
railroad work near Kearney, Nebraska, in 1945. He was away for five months,
and on his return Willard immediately contacted him. Because Mr. Teller
knew how to drive, he stayed on at Two Grey Hills. One of his first duties was
collecting rocks for Marie Leighton's garden, which still exists.
Interviews with Mr. Teller illuminate trading post operations and employee working conditions. 38 During our interview, Mr. Teller described how
he was paid:
M'CLOSKEY: How did he pay you?
TELLER: [laughing] Very little.
M'CLOSKEY: Well, did he pay you with groceries?
TELLER: Yeah ... and ... he paid me with money but I spent it 'cause I
had my wife and my kids.... [S]ometimes cash, sometimes groceries.
I really wanted to go back to the railroad, it's hard work but I get paid
pretty good.... [B]ut they kept me on and kept me on .... [T]he
railroad paid four times as much .... [I]f I'd gone back to the railroad,
I would have had more pension than I do now.... I lost my time
[while] workin' at the trading post.
Willard Leighton died in 1959, and his widow Marie leased the store to
Derrold Stock, who died in 1980. Mr. Teller worked at Two Grey Hills for two
years less than that of Leighton and Stock combined. Leighton had a partner,
Nelson Jack, who also sold State Farm Insurance.
Employees worked at diverse tasks for long hours. Mr. Teller described a
typical trading day at the post. He left his home in Newcomb at 6:30A.M. and
arrived at the post around T15 A.M.:
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TELLER: I'd open the back door and go in and start to clean up like
wipe the counters, and ... sweep the floor. I start cutting the meat
(mutton and pork) for people that want to pick it up, ... then clean up
the meat saw and knives-wash them in hot water. Then it's eight
o'clock and people start coming in. I start the tradin' with those
people, like cash and credit, ... the limit, whatever they have left. I
just goin' like that, all the morning and all the afternoon - I just talk to
them .... Sometimes about two 0' clock the trader would come in. "I
want you to do this, and I want you to do that. Haul hay or take
livestock to market." So I do that and by then it's already [past] quittin'
time.... But all the next day, same thing, same thing....They [the
owners] live in town, they drive out, ... [or sometimes it was] about
eleven or twelve o'clock before they come out and I was there all the
time.
Mr. Teller shared many stories about trading post life - rushing women to the
hospital to have their babies or driving them back home; buying rugs; sacking wool; and his favorite activity, driving the big truck loaded with livestock
or merchandise to and from town, sometimes accompanied by one or more
of his children. He hauled cows to Durango and sheep to Farmington, recounting, "I drove to the wholesale houses [in Gallup] about every two
weeks, ... winter and summer. Sometimes there was a lot of snow on the
roads. I could go through it. ... It was a powerful truck."
He related a story about an event that occurred on one of his trips when
Ernie was with him:
TELLER: There was a man who was looking for a bucking horse for the
rodeos. [Suddenly] the horse bucked, he was thrown and it killed
him - he broke his neck. These old ladies came out of the store and
didn't know what to do.... So we loaded that horse and he was
jumpin' around in the pickup and we took off for Table Mesa. He
jumped off the side, ... and I told Ernie to hit his face with the bridle.
Ernie was afraid .... I'd run the truck, then all of a sudden I stopped
and the horse fell back.... [T]wo, three times I did that and then he
behaved.
Sheep and wool were integral to Navajo lives and the reservation economy.
Mr. Teller described the activities surrounding the busy wool season. When
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ROSEANN AND ERNIE AT THEIR HOUSE IN NEWCOMB, NEW MEXICO,
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1952

(Photograph courtesy of the Teller family)

Navajos brought in their gunnysacks of wool after spring shearing, he had to
open and inspect them:
TELLER: And if it was too dirty or something like that we asked them to
do something with it. But if it's all clean, we put it in the gunnysacks
and marked it, ... nice and clean.
M'CLOSKEY:

Was most of the wool white wool?

TELLER: Well, we usually tell 'em, if we buy wool, it had to be all white
together, black together. If it was spotted sheep, put it in separate ....
But anyways, some people don't understand or don't care. They just
put all stuff in there. Dirt and all.
After the wool was weighed, it was "stomped" into large sacks, each ultimately
weighing about 250 pounds. The flocks owned by Dine who traded at the post
varied from ten or more animals to hundreds. At one time the Tellers had 250
sheep. Their relatives also had sheep and goats. The post served over one
hundred families, most of which had a family member who was a weaver.
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Sometimes weavers were shown a book of patterns. Some patterns had a
double diamond rather than a single diamond. The women wove rugs from
their own handspun wool. Mr. Teller never distributed wool, and no commercially spun wool was sold at the post. If a weaver needed wool, he sold it
to her. Mr. Teller confirmed that weavers would keep the best wool for themselves. Ruth Teller's sister Margaret raised sheep in different colors and the
Tellers paid her twenty dollars a fleece so that Ruth would have a choice of
colors.
Mr. Teller indicated that one of the reasons the trader came in well after
lunch was due to visiting weavers and buying rugs. If a weaver brought her
rug into the post, Mr. Teller would tell her to go see Willard or Derrold. Some
weavers would sell right away, but with others, the trader had to negotiate for
two or three hours with weavers who insisted on more money. Sometimes
weavers were paid in cash, but most had their accounts credited. If the post
owner was absent, Mr. Teller purchased the rugs. However, if Ruth or any of
her relatives brought rugs to sell, Mr. Teller did not handle those transactions.
The post held pawn including jewelry, saddles, baskets, and shawls. To my
surprise, Mr. Teller indicated that few Navajos were able to afford Pendleton
blankets, which cost about forty dollars each:
TELLER: A lot of people couldn't afford them.... [T]hey don't just buy
Pendleton blankets with their rugs. They had to buy clothes for their
kids, ... and food.
M'CLOSKEY: But what did they use for covers, for clothing?
TELLER: Well, they used cotton blankets, like those over there [pointing
to a thin commercial bed blanket draped over the couch].
During the 1950S weavers earned from two hundred to nine hundred dollars
per rug. Daisy Tauglechee, one of the most famous Navajo weavers, earned
at least one thousand dollars. Mrs. Teller received around three to four hundred dollars per rug at that time. Mr. Teller noted, "Some of those people
they really weave a good rug. They don't have much ... we had to come out
and say I want to give you that ... if she was willin' to take it, she'd take it and
go on. If she needed more money, she'd ask for it."
The Teller family maintained a long-term friendship with Dr. Arch Gould

(19°3-199°) and his wife Anne of Grand Junction, Colorado. A physician
who served as a medical volunteer after his retirement in 1968, Arch Gould
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purchased and sold over 750 Navajo rugs. A portion ofhis collection, containing two of Ruth Teller's rugs, is highlighted at the Western Colorado Center
for the Arts. The Teller family has fond memories of Colorado for more personal reasons. In 1954 Barbara was born unexpectedly near Montrose while
the family was collecting pinones.
Making ends meet was a challenge on the reservation. Navajos in the Two
Grey Hills area also sold their lambs in the fall, and a number of families ran
cattle. A man by the name of George Kimball, an Anglo American, bought
horses from Navajos and sold them off the reservation. But by mid-century,
welfare was an important part of the trading post economy. A large stack of
checks arrived on the first day of the month.
M'CLOSKEY: What do you think was the hardest thing about trading,
the most difficult?
TELLER: Ah ... the hardest is people, ... buying junk and stuff and
running up those bills-their limit. And people come in and cuss you
out if you don't give them more credit.
M'CLOSKEY: So how did you handle that?
TELLER: Well, just stay there and just tell 'em "your fault, ... you
shou·ld think about what you're going to eat the rest of the month."
M'CLOSKEY: Did the post carry a lot of jewelry that people could buy?
Turquoise?
TELLER: Not really.... [S]ometimes there was some, but most people
bought their jewelry in Gallup.
If times were hard, people sometimes had their credit extended, especially if
there was a death and a family faced funeral expenses.
Toward the end of our interview, Mr. Teller revealed that he wished he
had never worked at Two Grey Hills. He preferred railroad work, although
it took men away for as long as six months and many Navajos simply could
not be absent that long. Still, Mr. Teller liked the traveling and wages. When
he was discharged in 1978 at the age of sixty, after more than thirty years of
full-time work, Mr. Teller discovered that he had no benefits. He had to work
an additional ten years to qualify for Social Security. For several years he
shuttled handicapped children by bus to and from A School for Me in Tohatchi. He also tutored children with low grades in English, Navajo, and
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math. Mr. Teller was able to do complicated math in his head, to work out
percentages, an ability that he undoubtedly developed from his years ofworking at Two Grey Hills. His favorite hobby was woodworking. According to his
family, Mr. Teller had a tool shed stocked like a Sears and Roebuck catalogue,
with every imaginable tool to make furniture, cabinets, picture frames, and
other wooden gifts. He loved teaching wood shop to the children at Tohatchi.
Sam Teller finally retired in 1987.
Mr. Teller was surrounded by fine weavers: his mother Nellie, wife Ruth,
and her sisters Margaret and Marie Louise. His daughters, Roseann, Barbara,
and Lynda Teller are featured in well-known magazines and catalogues as accomplished weavers and beadworkers. J9 Mr. Teller's decades of experience
and knowledge of weaving helped sustain the fine reputation that regional
weavers gained as the rugs from the Two Grey Hills area became known internationally. In fact it was during his tenure that Two Grey Hills weaving became increasingly well-known in the United States and abroad. During an
interview he remarked that he had traded many rugs while working at the
post. The owner often would defer to Mr. Teller for rug appraisals and his approval on values. While visiting a nearby post in 1997, an employee asked Mr.

BARBARA AND LYNDA IN FRONT OF THE TELLER HOUSE IN NEWCOMB,
NEW MEXICO, WITH RUTH'S RUG, SEPTEMBER

(Photograph courtesy of the Teller family)
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1997

(Photograph courtesy of the author)

and Mrs. Teller if they had any idea who had woven four old rugs in their collection. After a short discussion, Sam and Ruth identified the weavers ofthree
of the four rugs.
When Two Grey Hills celebrated its one hundredth anniversary in 1997,
Mr. Teller was honored during two events for his work at the post from 1946
to 1978. On 19 June 1997, Mr. Teller and his daughter Barbara spoke at a special session highlighting the post's centennial at the Sheep Is Life conference
held at San Juan College, Farmington, New Mexico. The following Sunday,
the Teller family attended an all-day celebration at the post. 40
Mr. Teller was an indispensable employee at Two Grey Hills. The fact that
he maintained a long-term association with the post testifies to his abilities.
He ably negotiated between two cultures, Navajo and White. As manager, he
was held to high standards of efficiency and responsibility by his employers,
the post proprietors. As Navajo husband and father with in-laws living nearby,
he tended to numerous responsibilities. Cultural differences and contradictory obligations to family and employer meant Mr. Teller's dual role was potentially contentious. Unlike many Navajos who worked off the reservation, Mr.
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Teller did not work seasonally but instead chose to work full-time. Devoted
son, husband, and father, hard-working and faithful employee, MI. Teller
held himself and others to high standards as is evident through his professionallife and family.
This narrative of MI. Teller's tenure at Two Grey Hills raises questions
about the importance of Navajo employee input into rug and livestock quality. The literature is replete with the names of dozens of government personnel and traders who "uplifted" the standards ofNavajo weavings and animals,
but only a handful of those individuals were fluent in Navajo. As a weaver,
I question how the nuances and complexities of weaving can be adequately
transmitted through sign language or "trader" Navajo. The considerable contributions of employees like MI. Teller, who became bilingual while working at trading posts, remain unacknowledged. Their families know the stories
and, with gentle prompting, those stories may emerge. In the meantime, may
credit be given where credit is due.
Postscript
Intrigued by Sam Teller's narrative, I undertook additional research to determine whether other Navajos had owned trading posts or clerked for decades.
The names of more than a dozen Navajos surfaced in government records
housed at the National Archives in Washington, D.C. Several files revealed
statements by Indian agents documenting the number of Indian traders in
their jurisdictions. For example, Peter Paquette, superintendent at the Navajo
Agency between 1910 and 1923, noted that ten thousand Navajos were served
by nineteen traders, five of whom were Navajos.4! Although Navajos were not
required to be licensed, they may have preferred to be so, for licensing lent
additional credibility to their positions: It may have been an asset to incorporate that information on one's letterhead when establishing business relations
with off-reservation wholesalers, seeking loans, or dealing with government
agencies. 42 Partnership or association with an established trader was likely a
boon. During 1940 Kee Shelton was licensed to trade at Big Mountain, located in the Northern Navajo jurisdiction, in partnership with Anglo trader
Lorenzo Hubbell JI. Likewise, Herman Peterson was licensed as cotrader
with Lorenzo Hubbell JI. at Greasewood in 1931. The Peterson-Hubbell license was renewed in 1932 for a short periodY In the Moqui jurisdiction,
Joseph Schmedding, an Anglo trader, applied for a license allowing Marcus
Kanuho to trade with him at Keams Canyon in 1920.44
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Sometimes a Navajo's application was rejected. For example, in 1934 Albert Arnold JI. applied for a license to operate a store at Mexican Springs after
his former post burned down. He was half Navajo and had formerly worked
with his father and sister at Tohatchi. Arnold wanted to build a new post in
the region where erosion control was to take place. Navajos in the area badly
needed a store, but because the Mexican Springs Experimental Station was
planned, authorities concluded that it would be an ideal location for a cooperative store. 45 One of the more intriguing pieces of information surfaced
with the discovery of an extensive period of trading conducted by a Navajo
woman, Nellie Damon Black. Black traded near Fort Defiance at her store
called the Bonito Trading Store from 1917 through 1942. Her husband Alexander served as her clerk. 46
At the end of World War II, the Navajo Nation government received a
flurry of applications from Navajos wishing to open businesses of their own
on the reservation. On 10 July 1945, Mike Brodie, formerly of Leupp, petitioned the tribal council to start a trading post at Tuba CityJunction on
Highway 89. He had worked for three years at the Navajo Ordnance Depot,
a federal installation, west of Flagstaff. On 26 July 1946, the council passed
a resolution granting permission to Charles T. Goodluck to operate a trading
post and sell handmade jewelry near Lupton. Several similar resolutions
passed during that same session. Denet Tsosie wished to open a blacksmith
shop, general repair shop, and trading post. In addition he hoped to make
teeth in the vicinity of Steamboat Canyon. George Neils applied for a tribal
land grant and permit to conduct a blacksmith and general repair shop near
Cedar Springs. Charles Damon sought to open a trading post six miles west
of the Tohatchi coal mine. On 28 June 1948, Frank Aspaas petitioned to
operate a filling station and tourist camp located on Highway 666, just south
of the San Juan bridge. On that same date, James Silentman petitioned to
build a trading post and gas station on Highway 666 near Bennett's Peak.
The council passed both resolutions unanimously. On 9 December 1948,
permission was granted to the Pifton Co-operative Association, composed
ofPifion area residents, to operate a branch trading post in the Big Mountain district. 47
David Brugge, retired from the National Park Service, has recollected Navajos who had posts on the reservation. Brugge recalls a store run by Maxwell
Yazzie during the 1950S near Tuba City and Curley Valley. Frank Goldtooth
ran a trading post that stood at a place named "Goldtooth" a few miles south
of Moenkopi on the Moenkopi Plateau. One of the most successful traders
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was probably Fleming Begay, who operated a post at Chinle during the 1960s.
Perhaps his success was due to the fact that he remained businesslike even
when customers called him "mean." Brugge also remembers two other Navajoowned posts operated during the 1960s. One was located near Hardrocks and
the other at Wood Springs between Ganado and Nazlini. The owner was
either a member ofthe tribal councilor a chapter president. His son ran a little
gas station close to the Kinlichee turnoff. 48
Perhaps this foray into researching Navajos as traders and post employees
will spark others to pursue leads that will contribute to the literature on Navajos as agents in neglected fields.
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Sobaipuri-Pima Occupation in the
Upper San Pedro Valley
SAN PABLO DE QUIBURI

Deni
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Seymour

Introduction
Three centuries ago when the pioneer Jesuit missionary Father Eusebio
Francisco Kino was welcomed to the Sobaipuri-Pima rancherla of San Pablo
de Quiburi (Qubiuri), he looked out across irrigated fields bordering the RIo
de San Joseph de Terrenate, or the upper San Pedro River, in what is now
southern Arizona. He celebrated with the five hundred Sobaipuri-Pima who
lived in one hundred mat-covered houses scattered along the banks of the
river (Figure 1). Remnants of this settlement, the irrigation canals and fields,

Dr. Deni 1. Seymour has been working in the Great American Southwest since 1980. She has
been studying the Protohistoric and Historic periods in the southern Southwest since the mid1980s. In 1986 she began the search for historically referenced Sobaipuri/Upper Pima sites on
the San Pedro River of southeastern Arizona (including Santa Cruz de Gaybanipitea and
Quiburi). The research presented in this article has been supported by grants from the Education Fund for Research, Department of Anthropology, University of Arizona; the Arizona
Archaeological and Historical Society; and Lone Mountain Archaeological Services, Inc. Her
appreciation goes out to numerous people who provided valuable reviews, advice, and field
time. They include William Doelle, Bruce Masse, Gay Kincade, John Herron, and Robert P.
Jones. The latter helped map the site, provided valuable insights, and assisted with the recording of other Sobaipuri sites along the river. A number of volunteers have assisted with the survey
and recording ofsites along the San Pedro over the past ten years. They include Bonnie Helton,
Sue Parezo, John Nicolais, Alvin Rupel, Ted Janecki, Peggy Janecki, Gene Riggs, and others.
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FIG. 1. ARTIST RECONSTRUCTION OF A SOBAIPURI RANCHERIA

(Drafted by

J.

David Kilby and edited by Erick Querubin)

and other rancherfas have since melted away into terraces and floodplains obscured by dense thickets of acacia, mesquite, and creosote.
Many sought this important settlement, but its location remained a mystery until the 1950S, when Charles C. Oi Peso, director ofthe Amerind Foundation, excavated a site that he believed to be Quiburi. 1 Since then, many
have rightly questioned his conclusions including his designation of the site
as Quiburi. Until a purposive survey was begun by the author starting in 1986,
it was unknown whether there were viable alternatives for this site. An extensive multiyear survey was undertaken along the San Pedro River as part of
a comprehensive study to investigate the Sobaipuri-Piman occupation of
southern Arizona. Over two dozen previously unknown Sobaipuri-Pima sites,
some large and others small, were discovered (Map 1).2 Research focused on
identifying the location of Sobaipuri settlements along the banks ofthe river.
The discovery of numerous other Sobaipuri habitation sites calls into
question the accuracy of Oi Peso's location of Quiburi. 3 No actual evidence
of a Sobaipuri occupation was uncovered by Oi Peso at the presidio ofTerrenate, which was his Quiburi (AZ EE+ll [ASM]). No structures typical ofthe
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Sobaipuri were found and only portable artifacts attributable to the Sobaipuri were recovered - items that the Spanish soldiers stationed there could
have used. Some of these artifacts (e.g., organic-tempered redware) date after
1700 when the Sobaipuri returned from the Patagonia-Rio Rico area to reoccupy the upper San Pedro. For these and other reasons, archaeologists
and many historians agree that Di Peso was wrong about the location of
Quiburi. 4 I have examined the collections, have visited the site many times
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MAP 1. GENERAL LOCATIONS OF SOBAIPURI SITES ALONG THE UPPER
SAN PEDRO RIVER
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to reconsider these issues, and have arrived at the same conclusion. Elsewhere, I have demonstrated that Di Peso misidentified the location of Santa
Cruz de Gaybanipitea. 5 Despite the mislabeling of these sites, the contribution of Di Peso's research on the Sobaipuri should not be ignored. Who
could have known that so many candidates for these settlements existed?
Data resulting from my more recent survey suggests that there is another
candidate for Quiburi among the newly discovered sites-one that matches
the size, location, and descriptions ofQuiburi provided in historical accounts.
Comparisons of survey data to rancherfa locations and descriptions provided
in the documents indicate that previous notions about where Quiburi was
located were, in fact, wrong. There is a site north ofTerrenate (OJ Peso's Quiburi; AZ EE+ll Arizona State Museum [ASM]) that is large enough-it
could easily have one hundred houses-to qualify as the Quiburi mentioned in the mid-1690S (AZ EE+23 [ASM]). This site is probably the Quiburi that was occupied at the time Kino and Juan Mateo Manje first visited,
for it is the largest Sobaipuri site on the upper San Pedro. 6 Recently other
archaeologists have mapped and more fully recorded this site since I first
discovered it in 1987 as part of the Sobaipuri-Piman survey effort. No other
sites compare in size, artifact density, or abundance of Spanish-introduced
artifacts.
Assumptions Can Be Misleading

For decades, Quiburi's location has remained a mystery to many historians
and archaeologists. One reason the rancherfa's location has been elusive is
that scholars have maintained erroneous assumptions. For example, many
researchers looked for the melted adobe walls of the church and of the fortification wall mentioned in the documents; they sought some type of visible architecture. Early researchers expected standing walls that were as
visible and definite as those at the presidio of Terrenate, which in the 1930S
stood higher than Emil Haury and Charles Di Peso. Today these walls can
barely be seen over the creosote covering the site. No such walls are present
on any of the Sobaipuri sites found on the San Pedro or any other river in
southern Arizona. Instead, the adobe has melted, leaving only subtle traces
on the ground.
Many of these early researchers also looked for the painted red-on-brown
pottery, thick organic-tempered pottery, or pottery with folded rims-ceramic
technological attributes that are characteristic of pottery manufactured by
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modern and later historical Tohono 0'odham (then referred to as the Papago).
Scholars used Bernard L. Fontana's comprehensive volume, Papago Indian
Pottery, as a guide, but unfortunately it does not describe the character of
early Sobaipuri pottery.7 Fontana's volume describes early eighteenth-century pottery from areas to the west, but the descriptions differ from the earlier Sobaipuri pottery. More than one early researcher has said to the author
that archaeologists found only "small scatters of plain pottery and chips of
stone" implying that these were not fitting for the noble Chief Coro and his
hundreds of Sobaipuri who greeted the legendary Kino. Indeed, the surface
scatters were unable to resolve researchers' questions including why they
could not "relate aboriginal ceramic assemblages to the Spanish contact period material."8
These previously dismissed sites represent the remains of the SobaipuriPima. The architecture has blended with the rocky terrace surface so much
that only the discerning eye can distinguish a cobble-house outline from the
natural substrate, the many Classic-period ruins, the house outlines ofvarious
nomadic groups that occupied the area, or the natural rocky surface found
on the same terraces. Sobaipuri ceramics can be difficult to distinguish from
prehistoric ceramics because they are plainwares (Whetstone Plain and Sobaipuri Plain) with surface and paste characteristics that overlap with prehistoric wares more than with any known late historic wares. Although this
material culture is difficult to identify, a number of researchers, starting with
Di Peso who first investigated Sobaipuri sites, have been instrumental in
defining the Sobaipuri manifestation. Others, such as David E. Doyle, W.
Bruce Masse, and Bruce B. Huckell, have provided valuable insights into these
sites through excavations. 9 What was lacking was an understanding of the
number and distribution of sites along the rivers that the Sobaipuri were
known to inhabit. Only data of this type could address the question of which
sites were the historically referenced settlements, including Quiburi.

The Documentary Record
Interpretation of the documentary record clearly depends on the quality of
the translation from Spanish. Equally important are the interpretations of
words and phrases, such as "fortification," "earthen enclosure," "rancherfa,"
"banks of the river," and "crops planted in the floodplain," after translation.
Some words were originally chosen specifically for their descriptive value,
whereas others should not be taken so literally. Sometimes the archaeological
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record can provide hints for the interpretation of historical records, which
word choices were the most important, and which authors were precise in
their usage. Knowing the location of every large Sobaipuri site along the river
clarifies the ways in which these passages should be interpreted; a host of
options for interpretation are eliminated with the introduction of this key
source of data.
Most likely, neither Kino nor Manje would have confused consciously
chosen words. Many historians question the accuracy of Kino's records and
maps, which have allowed a wide range of interpretative scenarios. Archaeology, however, shows the descriptive value ofthese documents. Phrases such
as "on a hill near the river" rather than "on the banks of the river," or
"rancheria" rather than "pueblo" have proven to be descriptive and remarkably precise. \Vhen these descriptors are examined in relation to survey results, it is possible (in hindsight) to suggest the historical passages that best
help to describe the nature and location of Quiburi. The actual messages
contained in historical records sometimes only become apparent when examined in relation to the archaeological record, as is shown in the following
pages. Passages that are oflittle or no relevance for determining site locations
can be eliminated on the basis of field inspection in a variety of other areas
that have proven to be devoid of archaeological evidence from this time
period. Likewise, earlier and later references to Quiburi are not addressed in
this paper,1O nor are other archaeological sites that probably relate to these
earlier and later settlement locations.
Some of the historical descriptions of Quiburi appear in the following
paragraphs. Each passage provides information relevant to identifying the
location of Quiburi. Numerous descriptions of Quiburi are present in historical documents, but the three most detailed appear below. Each passage contains key words and phrases that will be useful in assessing the location and
nature of Quiburi relative to the archaeological evidence.
Gen. Juan Fernandez de la Fuente of the presidio of Janos wrote a military report that is relevant to the location of Quiburi. He came from the
south in 1695 with 320 to 352 troops and two other generals, Gen. Domingo
Teran de los Rios of the presidio of Gallo and Gen. Domingo Jironza Petris
de Cruzat, who commanded the forces of the Province of Sonora. After addressing the Pima resistance in Sonora and while on their way to engage
the enemy Jocomes, Janos, and Apaches in the Chiricahua Mountains, the
generals left on a five-day journey to the valley ofQuiburi. Historian C. W.
Polzer summarizes:
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It was noon on September 13 when the full army was greeted by
Chief Coro of the Sobaipuri village of Quiburi. Fuente ordered all
the soldiers and Indian allies to camp just beyond Quiburi so the
men and animals would not destroy the crops planted in the flood
plain of the Rio Terrenate [San Pedro]. A great gathering was
planned for the afternoon so all the Indians would pledge their
loyalty and join in the festivities. At the banquet in the Quiburi fields
that afternoon Coro explained to the generals that the Jocomes and
Janos had been planning to ambush the Spaniards in the Sierra de
Chiricahua. ll
Kino described Quiburi in 1696:
On the tenth of December I went to San Pablo de Quiburi, a journey
of fifty leagues to the north, passing by Santa Marfa and by Santa
Cruz, of the Rio de San Joseph de Terrenate. I arrived at Quiburi on
the fifteenth of December, bearing the paternal greetings which the
father visitor sent to this principal and great rancheria; for it has more
than four hundred souls assembled together, and a fortification, or
earthen enclosure, since it is on the frontier of the hostile Hocomes....
We began a little house of adobe for the father, within the fortification,
and immediately afterward I put in a few cattle and a small drove of
mares for the beginning of a little ranch. lz
On 9 November 1697, Manje described the settlement of Quiburi:
At a league distance we arrived at the settlement of Quiburi, located
on the banks of the river with a large valley, plains covered with
pasture, and lands where corn, beans, and cotton are harvested. The
Indians are dressed in cotton. All the lands are under irrigation.
Captain Coro, chief Indian of the Pima nation, together with his
people received us splendidly. We were lodged in an adobe and
beamed house; and they gave us presents, as is their custom. We
counted 100 houses and 500 persons of both sexes. The chief
celebrated our arrival by giving a dance in a place arranged in circular
form. Hanging from a high pole in the center were 13 scalps, bows,
arrows, and other spoils taken from the many Apache enemies who
they had slain. 1J
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The Location and Nature of Quiburi

From these and other descriptions it is possible to infer that Quiburi is located north ofkey topographic features, which have been omitted from this
publication to protect the confidentiality of the location, and north of the
contemporaneous settlement of Santa Cruz de Gaybanipitea. In 1695 the
army camped north of Quiburi to preserve the crops that were presumably
planted near the rancherfa on the floodplain. The positioning of their encampment indicates that the Quiburi settlement is located adjacent to this
broad portion of the floodplain.
Manje's account of Quiburi leaves open the possibility that at one point
the rancherfa of about one hundred houses may have been located on the
intermediate floodplain or on the terrace edge overlooking the floodplain.
However, as noted elsewhere, the village likely moved more than once, possibly positioning itself closest to the best farmland. 14 In the historical descriptions presented above, the phrase, "situada al margen del rfo [located on the
banks of the river]," describes the location of Quiburi. The margen in this
case refers to the margin of the terrace, which is adjacent to the floodplain.
Quiburi's Size
According to historical records, Quiburi represents the largest aggregation of
Sobaipuri on the San Pedro, with a population of four hundred in 1696 and
five hundred in 1697. As a result ofits size, Quiburi became the focus of most
of Kino's trips to this area. It was one of several sites visited by the clergy and
military. While Kino was present, an adobe structure was built to house the
future padre.
Fortification
The Sobaipuris built a fortification, or earthen enclosure, and they erected
an adobe structure inside it. They seemed to have placed livestock within the
enclosure as well, indicating that it was sizable. Archaeologists assume that
an adobe wall surrounded the entire settlement, much like a Classic-period
compound, and served as a fortification against raiding Apaches.
The assumption that Quiburi was entirely enclosed within a single wall
may be misleading, for Kino and Manje both refer to Quiburi as a rancherfa
rather than a pueblo. Clearly they make no distinction between a rancherfa
and a pueblo based on population size. Kino and Manje refer to San Xavier del
Bac lying on the Santa Cruz and boasting 800 to 6,000 souls as a rancherfa,
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whereas they describe San Pedro del Tubutama, population 400, as a pueblo. 15
Houses in a rancherfa would likely be dispersed, whereas a pueblo was more
likely to be a compact settlement. A passage in Kino's account supports the
important and deliberate use of this distinction. He imagined a different
area altogether in which the prehistoric Casa Grande near Florence was
being reroofed and canals were being reopened to draw populations from surrounding rancherfas to occupy a new pueblo. 16 Kino also referred to these
prehistoric remains as a ciudad (city), indicating that he recognized at least
three types ofsettlement depending on how compact or aggregated the placement of residences were. 17
Enclosing a rancherfa within a single fortification would have been a
major task resulting in a substantial but possibly indefensible wall. Instead,
it is likely that an earthen enclosure was situated within or near the settlement
so that it could be occupied during attacks and could be used to contain the
livestock. It is also possible that the Sobaipuri used an existing Classic-period
compound similar to those found throughout the area. However, no single
Classic-period wall encloses any large Sobaipuri site along this river. Only
one Sobaipuri site is entirely enclosed within a fortification, but this site is too
small and too far north to be the Quiburi of the 1690s.
Most likely, Quiburi consisted of a loose arrangement of structures that
were spread for some distance along the terrace edge. Alternatively, the scattered structures may have occupied the terrace and a portion of the flood- .
plain.
Archaeological Description of Quiburi: AZ EE:4:23 (ASM)

The Location and Nature of Quiburi
Most Sobaipuri sites are found on the terraces overlooking the floodplain,
probably because that placement was the preferred settlement location at this
time. This site distribution suggests that the phrase "banks of the river" is
more precisely translated as "at the edge of the terrace" or "on the banks of
the river valley." There are no other possible translations that fit with the inventory of sites along the river.
I have intensively investigated many low-lying floodplain areas revealing
no evidence of a sizable Sobaipuri occupation, despite clear evidence for
large prehistoric and historic settlements. Instead, these areas mostly show
evidence of agriculture. Although sites on the floodplain, having been covered with alluvial deposits and shrouded by dense vegetation, can be more
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difficult to see, earlier Classic-period sites, later historic features, minor Sobaipuri occupations, and agricultural fields and canals are still apparent.
Their endurance indicates that alluviation is not a key factor affecting site visibility. Clearly, in some areas, later plowing for agricultural fields,
reoccupation (including for Contention City, which is a late nineteenthcentury Anglo settlement on the east side of the river north of Fairbank, now
in ruins), or changes in the river course may have destroyed or disturbed sites
on the floodplain. In all suitable settlement locations on the old floodplain,
however, sufficient evidence exists to argue that, if sizable Sobaipuri sites
were present, some evidence of them would be visible. Only a few small
Sobaipuri sites remain in these low-lying areas, supporting the idea that most
habitation sites, including Quiburi, were located on the terraces.
The few small Sobaipuri sites known to exist on the old floodplain are
isolated field houses rather than rancherfas. A gravity-fed canal system with
retention basins and fields is present in the San Pedro Valley with one field
house (AZ EE+5, [ASM]) preserved in one of the many probable protohistoric/early historic fields situated on the floodplain. The location of the field
house in the middle of the field suggests that field houses and other features
existed on the floodplain among the planted crops. Perhaps, this field house
served as the focus of celebrations during the 1695 "banquet in the Quiburi
fields" mentioned by Polzer. The canal, field system, and field house indicate
that the river probably flowed on the east side of the floodplain, leaving the
west side open for canals and fields. This channel position would account for
the predominant settlement distribution along the west side of the river. The
absence of sizable Sobaipuri sites on the floodplain suggests that this topographic zone was likely left open for agricultural use rather than for settlement.
The preservation ofthe agricultural features indicates that the river has not
shifted its course in these areas since the Sobaipuri occupation of the 1690s.
The nature of the fields inferred to be Sobaipuri and the features associated
with them bolster the argument that the fields, canals, and field house are
related to the Sobaipuri occupation. This evidence enables us to associate
the use of certain fields with the Sobaipuri as opposed to other groups. The
intact Sobaipuri house visible in the inferred field atAZ EE+5 (ASM) suggests that this field was used in protohistoric/early historic times but not later
by the Contention City farmers of the 1800s. If the nineteenth-century farmers had used the field, the Sobaipuri field house and its associated artifact
scatter would not be preserved. These structures are fragile and easily destroyed; any later use of the area for agriculture would have eradicated all
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recognizable evidence of the house. Moreover, the underlying prehistoric
component remains largely intact (including intact trash mounds, roasting
pits, and house walls) suggesting that the field, along with the distinctly constructed Sobaipuri field house, postdates the Classic period.
Segments of the inferred Sobaipuri canal and field system and of a system
associated with the occupation ofContention City are preserved. Differences
in disturbance levels between fields along the river are indicative of the various farming tools and techniques associated with each of these occupations.
The fact that the Classic-period features remain relatively intact under the
field indicates that the Sobaipuri did not plow their fields but used another
form of cultivation. In contrast, a field farther north and adjacent to the well
in nineteenth-century Contention City shows evidence of more modern
nineteenth-century Anglo farming techniques including furrows, dikes, and
churned soil. These different agricultural techniques reveal that Euroamericans reused only some locations suitable for fields in the nineteenth century,
thereby preserving some earlier Sobaipuri fields, canals, and field houses.
Given the continued Apache threat in this area, it is probable that the field
below AZ EE:4:5 (ASM) was too distant from Contention City to cultivate
safely or that the river may have already become entrenched, this segment of
the floodplain was too far above the channel, and, thus, the field below AZ
EE+5 (ASM) remained relatively undisturbed. The presence of Sobaipuri
fields along the base of the first terrace on the slightly elevated old floodplain
accounts for the lack of substantial Sobaipuri occupation on the floodplain.
Historical records should reveal whether Quiburi was located on the
floodplain, but the record for the San Pedro consistently mentions that these
sites are on the banks of the river. Kino provided clarification of settlement
location relative to the river and floodplain with regard to the Sobaipuri
settlement of Guevavi on the Santa Cruz River. For that settlement the historical record clearly distinguishes the topographic settings of Guevavi as its
location shifted through time. At one point in its history, Guevavi was situated "in a pasture land formed by the river," and at other times it was located
along the banks of the river. I have surveyed large floodplain areas around
Guevavi in the Santa Cruz River Valley and the terraces along the banks of
the river. In each area I have found evidence of Sobaipuri occupation. I have
also found evidence of the earlier floodplain settlement, although that evidence is mostly disturbed. Other historically referenced Sobaipuri settlements
can be archaeologically identified from the terraces, and, most likely, these
sites relate to later settlements also referred to as Guevavi, which, documents
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suggest, was not on the floodplain. 18 Thus, ifQuiburi was located on the floodplain, historical records might provide this clarification.
Quiburi's Size
The author previously suggested thatAZ EE+23 (ASM; a.k.a. SPII-16) is the
most likely candidate for the Quiburi of the 1690S mentioned in the documents. 19 It is the only site large enough to be Quiburi, and its artifact density,
compared to other sites, is exceptionally high, indicating a large and relatively extended Sobaipuri occupation. (Other smaller sites likely represent
earlier and later locations for the settlement.) Furthermore, European artifacts such as glass beads and metal items are present (see Figures 2 and 3).
This site, along with other smaller ones located in the vicinity, likely represent the rancherfa of Quiburi visited by Kino and the military in the 1690s.
The largest site in the Quiburi Valley, AZ EE+23 (ASM), may contain
one hundred houses if all three loci, which are positioned on three distinct
terrace lobes, are considered part of the site. 20 This arrangement is consistent

FIG. 2. EUROPEAN GLASS BEADS FOUND ON SAN PABLO DE QUIBURI AND
SANTA CRUZ DE GAYBANIPITEA

(Photograph courtesy of the author)

SPRING

FIG.

3.

2003

SEYMOUR

-+ 159

EUROPEAN METAL OBJECTS FOUND ON SAN PABLO DE QUIBURI

AND SANTA CRUZ DE GAYBANIPITEA

(Photograph courtesy of the author)

with the notion of a rancherfa. Because most of the houses are fully buried,
only careful excavation will tell whether there is a sufficient number of
houses for this site to qualifY as Quiburi on its own. The site, however, was
clearly the densest population center along this portion of the river and was
probably in a central location to agricultural fields.
The dispersed arrangement of structures and artifacts probably accounts
for this settlement's description as a rancherfa. It is also possible that many
of the other small habitation locations situated in the vicinity were occupied at the same time and that some may have formed part of the rancherfa
referred to as Quiburi. Their presence accounted for the differences in housing estimates through time. At issue is the definition of an "archaeological
site" versus the definition of a functioning or interacting "settlement" or
"community" that would be sufficiently scattered to warrant the label
rancherfa.

Based on historical documents and archaeological survey data, it is likely
that AZ EE+23 (ASM) and possibly several of the other small sites located

160 ~

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 78, NUMBER 2

nearby represent Quiburi. There are no other sites along the river that could
qualify as the Quiburi of the 1690S on the basis of size and artifact density.
Situated high on the terrace and near a spring, AZ EE+23 (ASM) commands a clear view of the valley below. This site is a multicomponent one
that, as noted, occupies three large terrace lobes. The Sobaipuri component
is most visible on the center lobe (Locus A) where artifact density and European artifacts are most dense. Smaller loci are present on each of the two
adjacent lobes and are likely part of the same rancheria. Other nearby sites,
separated from AZ EE+23 (ASM) by entrenched washes, occupy the adjacent terraces, perhaps extending the boundaries of this rancheria to the south
and north. Several intermediate terraces and ridges lie downslope between
AZ EE+23 (ASM) and the edge of the floodplain. Other small Sobaipuri
sites are present on some ofthese lower terraces. One ofthese other sites, with
about eight to ten houses and a light artifact scatter (as well as a prehistoric
component), is situated on the edge of a low terrace directly overlooking a
historic field. While this place represents a perfect village location, it is
clearly not the location of the famed Quiburi of the 1690s, for artifact and
house density are far too low.
The core (Locus A) ofAZ EE+23 (ASM) is set back from the terrace edge
and occupies a 35o-meter (north-south) by 125-meter (east-west) area. Here
fragments of definite Sobaipuri house rings, exceptionally dense concentrations of Whetstone Plain sherds, a few Sobaipuri Plain sherds, groundstone,
shell ornaments, flaked-stone debitage, stone tools such as projectile points
and end scrapers, and European beads are present. Each of the two lobes
contains lower frequencies of Whetstone Plain, flaked-stone debitage, diagnostic stone tools, and house rings.
Abundant late Classic-period structures, compounds, and features are scattered across the site. They underlie and are intermixed with the Sobaipuri
component on all three lobes. Detailed mapping and careful recording is
ongoing but already allows some distinctions between these components.
The earlier occupation and the nature of the surface sediment, which buries the features, make difficult distinguishing between the Sobaipuri and
Classic-period features. Historic metal and other artifacts related to the Contention City occupation are also scattered across sites in the area including
this one.
The presence of numerous houses is inferred at Locus A, based on the
high density and diversity of Sobai puri artifacts and on the partially exposed
cobbles and boulders on the surface. Unlike many Sobaipuri sites, however,
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most of the house outlines are not fully exposed. This situation indicates
that preservation is good, but makes house counts impossible and prohibits study of site structure from survey data. Clearly, a number of Classicperiod cobble-ringed structures and compounds are also present, and some
form distinct loci.
Fortification
Careful mapping of exposed boulders and larger cobbles on the site's surface
reveals that the fortification wall may be visible as a distinctive feature. The
map shows two large linear alignments perpendicular to one another on the
north and east sides of Locus A (Figure 4)' These alignments are formed by
some of the mapped points and represent cobble alignments, walls, and clusters. A less obvious third alignment is also visible and might form a west wall.
The arrangement of these features and cobbles suggests that perhaps the
. compound wall/earthen enclosure is visible in Locus A only when mapped.
Moreover, these features, which appear to be distinctive, are probably actually part of a larger earthen enclosure. This enclosure is demarcated by a
discontinuous or disarticulated stone foundation much like Classic-period
compound walls were in some portions of the valley. If this foundation is in
fact the earthen enclosure, as it appears to be, it measures about 125 meters
by 125 meters (15,625 square meters), with some Sobaipuri houses and artifacts inside and others situated outside. Trenches placed strategically across
this inferred wall will reveal whether melted adobe once stood above these
alignments.
It is probable that the adobe structure built for the missionary is situated
within one of these loci or within the enclosure but is concealed because it
is constructed of materials similar to the Classic-period structures. Numerous vandals' holes have gutted some of these features; these holes may provide a clue to where the majority of iron artifacts have been retrieved through
use of metal detectors. Sobaipuri material is associated with some of these
areas, perhaps providing additional hints as to those that were reused.
It is perhaps no accident that Quiburi and Contention City occupy the
same general portion of this valley. Both settlements sustained large populations and used portions of the same canal and field system; this portion ofthe
valley provides ideal conditions for settlement stability. Other small Sobaipuri and later historic-period settlements are scattered throughout the valley,
but both Quiburi and Contention City are the largest and most important for
their occupation periods.
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PLAN DRAWING OF POSSIBLE FORTIFICATION WALL/EARTHEN

ENCLOSURE AS EXPOSED THROUGH BOULDER AND COBBLE
DISTRIB UTIONS

(Courtesy of the author)

Relationships to Other Known Settlements
At the time of Kino's visits to San Pablo de Quiburi, he mentioned only one
other settlement on this portion of the river: Santa Cruz de Gaybanipitea.
Located to the south of Quiburi, the site associated with this historically
referenced location has been identified and lies at a different location than
the site referenced by Oi Peso, whose site, I have argued, is Santa Cruz del
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Pitaitutgam. Using the inferred locations of Santa Cruz de Gaybanipitea and
San Pablo de Quiburi and correlating these to the historical record still leave
questions in the minds of many scholars. One reason for the remaining doubt
relates to questions regarding the mile equivalent of the league. As a result,
it has not been possible to correlate definitively the historic record to the
archaeological record.
One complicating factor is that the specified distance between Santa
Cruz de Gaybanipitea and Quiburi varies between Spanish accounts. Manje
recorded one league between the settlements in 1697 and 1698.21 Kino and
Bernal recorded one and a halfleagues in 1698.22 The difference between the
league estimates is relatively substantial when scholars attempt to pinpoint
the specific site in question, particularly because sites are so close together
along this portion of the river.
The archaeological record may resolve discrepancies in distances recorded
in historical documents. When the settlement system as a whole is considered,
it is possible to reconcile some of the confusion surrounding league distances
provided in contemporaneous documents. Several factors can account for the
differences, including whether the river's edge was followed or whether the
flatter ground on the terrace top was traversed. More to the point, the distance
varies substantially if measurements were made from the northern edge ofthe
. fields and irrigation system at Santa Cruz de Gaybanipitea as indicated by the
extent of historic nineteenth-century fields that probably overlie Sobaipuri
fields, and the postulated southern edge of Quiburi's fields and canals as indicated by remnant field and canal systems found on the floodplain, rather than
from the edge or center of each of these sites as defined by the distribution of
structures. Additionally, Kino, Bernal, and Manje may have differed on where,
within the rancherfa, they started measuring, particularly if other sites in addition to I\Z EE:+23 (ASM) formed part of the Quiburi rancherfa. In addition
to settlements changing location or migrating through time, the perception of
the measurer may have varied depending upon how they perceived settleme.nt
layout and boundaries. If more than one recorded site was part of the protohistoric/early historic rancherfa of Quiburi, all of the league distances offered
could be considered accurate because there is considerable distance between
some of the sites that make up the historically referenced settlement.13
Viewing the sites from the perspective of a rambling rancherfa set adjacent to a canal and field system addresses the issue of reconciling the league
distances in the historic record, while at the same time it explains the relationship between many of the settlements in this valley.
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Conclusion
For more than a decade and a half I have focused my research on defining
Sobaipuri material culture, comparing manifestations between river systems,
distinguishing the Sobaipuri from other contemporaneous groups in the area
(Apache, Jocome, Suma, Manso, and Jano), and attempting to locate sites
specifically mentioned in the historical documents. Careful consideration of
the data, both on-the-ground survey data and information derived from the
documents, has led to the conclusion that there is only one site on the upper
San Pedro that can qualify as the 1690S Quiburi. This site is!\Z EE:4:23 (ASM),
the same site that stood out as uniquely large when first discovered in 1987.
The clarification of Quiburi's location has raised a number of more complex
questions that will be equally challenging and interesting to address. These
remaining issues include the interrelation between AZ EE+23 (ASM) and
other sites in the area, the layout of AZ EE:4:23 (ASM), the location of key
feature types on this site, verification of the nature of the enclosing fortification wall, details of the canal and field system, and many others relating to
land use, settlement patterns, and the effects ofpolitics on Sobaipuri history.
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Social and Cultural Change Among the Navajo,
Part II
William H. Lyon
(Concluded from Volume 78, Number 1)

Political Changes
Although the Navajos seek fulfillment in self-determination, tribal government is in essence an Anglo imposition on the Navajo way oflife. From the
1860s until the 1920S and 1930S, no central political institutions existed. The
Navajos presented the peculiar spectacle ofa unified culture in an unsystematic political environment. The government later established at Window Rock
has had to convince its citizens of its efficacy and has drawn flow charts to
clarify the intricacies of Navajo government to the people. Navajo elections
are conducted with great interest. Navajo factionalism betrays a great love for
things political, if not for the enervations of controversy. The one indigenous
institution in the current political framework is the chapter, a local group
somewhat akin to the county or town meeting, that the federal government
introduced in the late 1920S and that was finally incorporated into the political system in 1955. 57
Today, Navajo politicians show the greatest reverence for the Treaty of
1868, which contained the provision justifying the institution oftribal government, but they have steadfastly refused to write a tribal constitution since
1935. Perhaps the explanation for this reluctance to draft a constitution is that
a treaty between two sovereign nations exalts the status of the Navajos. Navajo Nation president (the title "Chairman" has been relinquished) Albert

William H. Lyon, A.M., Ph.D., is Professor Emeritus of History at Northern Arizona University.

168 +

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 78, NUMBER 2

Hale told President Clinton that he expected to be received in Washington,
D.C., as formally and officially as the president of France.
Congress and the Supreme Court have laid much on the Indian tribal
governments: the Congressional Civil Rights Act of 1968, a companion to the
Navajo Tribal Council Civil Rights Act of 1967; the Indian Self-Determination and Educational Assistance Act of 1975, which presented the concept
of self-determination without termination and also of Navajo-run school
boards; the Navajo-Hopi Claims Settlement Act of 1974, which imposed an
arbitration of the land dispute with the neighboring Hopi; the Indian Religious Freedom Act of 1978, which presumably freed the Native American
Church's (NAC) peyote religion from tribal prohibition; and the Indian
Child Welfare Act of 1978, which placed the control of foster care and adoption of Native children in the hands of the tribe or nation. Tribal responsibility for the elderly is also moving forward. The Navajo-Hopi Observer, on 9
July 2000, reported a current joint effort by four agencies, including the
Leupp Chapter, Coconino County, the state of Arizona, and the Navajo Nation, to provide care facilities for the Navajo elderly, bringing them back to
the reservation from homes in Flagstaff, Winslow, and Phoenix. Tribal responsibility for the elderly, even though financed largely by federal, state, and
county governments, is a new development for the Navajos.
Another regulation applied to Native Americans is the Indian Gaming Act
(1988), which requires state assent to the operation of Indian casinos. This
regulatory mechanism currently has little application to the Navajos, who
have voted against the establishment of casinos either on or off the reservation. Since the states are given a role in the establishment of the Indian casinos, this act reverses the older trend of power flowing exclusively from tribe
or nation to the federal government, obviating the role of the states.
Some political practice of recent years conforms to the traditional framework of Navajo volksgeist, but much of it also must have assimilative impact.
For instance, in response to greater needs for law enforcement on the reservation, the Navajo Tribal Council adopted a tribal law code in 1977, undoubtedly an assimilative act, and there has been an increase in the number of
lawyers and enforcement officials at Window Rock. Uncertainty prevails over
the jurisdiction of Navajo courts, exacerbated by the presence of non-Navajos on the reservation and by the Navajos in the off-reservation Crownpoint,
New Mexico, area. Capital crimes as defined by Congress are still prosecuted
under federal law. Reservation police and judges must perforce cooperate with
state police and judges, and there is even confusion over whether Navajo
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courts have jurisdiction over non-Navajo Indians. The Tribal Council removed Chairman Peter MacDonald from office for malfeasance, and then
he was prosecuted under federal law and incarcerated in a federal prison.
How much of this is traditional, and how much is foreign?
Earlier, scholars thought that homicide among the Navajos was rare, and
that tensions were released through warfare and witchcraft. These scholars
also thought that Navajos lacked strong internal controls. After World War II
acculturative tensions, including increased alcohol consumption, resulted in
greater violence. Because of unstable Navajo marriage, male vulnerability led
to violent crime. The Navajo male was more prone to anomie and committed suicide thirteen times more often than females. However, homicide rates
are currently more stable and are approximately the same as compared to the
non-Navajo rates.
Some have recommended that the Peacemaker Court at Window Rock
(which allegedly falls within the traditional role of Navajo common law and
the leadership of the naat'aanii [local headman]) mediate internal disputes
between individuals. Not all Navajos accept this means of dispute resolution. 58
It may be argued that the Navajo tradition is consensus, not mediation. Many
Navajo cases involve promissory liability and commercial law, which are not
indigenous Navajo concerns and exist apart from the Navajo volksgeist. 59
The drive toward self-determination, a concept perfectly resonant with
Navajo sensibilities, caused The People to grapple with political-economic
functions such as negotiating royalties from the super energy resource corporations (such as Peabody Coal Company); ethical behavior of its council
members, chapter heads, and elected officials; fiscal responsibility ofgovernmental agencies; taxation oflocallands and perhaps even federal trust lands;
freedom of expression in the tribal newspaper, the Navajo Times; separation
of church and state; local autonomy of the school system; economic expansion such as the purchase of new lands and investment properties off the
current reservation and whether they are tax exempt to the state; and other
such issues that resemble the problems of an Anglo American legislature.
Dealing with these issues is a trend toward Anglo practices.
Sovereignty is the current issue around which the preservation of Navajo
culture revolves. It expresses the idea of independence, self-reliance, dignity,
assertiveness, and, of course, some degree of anti-Americanism. Sovereignty
combats the encroachments ofthe state power ofArizona, New Mexico, and
Utah. Great emphasis is placed on the Treaty of 1868, a document reputedly
negotiated between equals, but, in fact, written by the Anglos and containing
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virtually the same language as the Treaty of Fort Laramie (1868) and the Treaty
of Medicine Lodge (1867)' The Treaty of 1868 is actually the second Navajo
treaty ratified by the Senate. The earlier pact of 1849, which naturally became
obsolete in time, illustrates the ephemeral nature of treaties. Indeed, the 1868
treaty contains provisions (dictated to the Nava jos by Gen. William Tecumseh
Sherman) such as the maintenance ofa blacksmith's shop, that would not be
germane today. Sovereignty implies citizenship in the Navajo Nation, but it
obviously does not mean exclusive citizenship, for Navajos, like all Indians,
gained U.S. citizenship in 1924. What obligations does each of the citizenships-federal, state, and tribal-require, and when one conflicts with the
other, which one takes precedence? Can reservation Navajos, who do not
pay state and county taxes, vote to increase the tax rate as they recently did
in Coconino County? (Reservation Navajos often shop in the border towns,
where they pay state and city sales taxes.) There is a Navajo "seat" on the
Coconino Board of Supervisors and on the Flagstaff School Board. Navajos
outnumber Anglos in Apache County and hold a majority on the Apache
County Board of Supervisors. Even as nontaxpayers, theysetthe tax rate. Are
there between the two sovereignties conflicts that will eventually need to be
ironed out by Congress or the Supreme Court? How does sovereignty, which
is theoretically indivisible, allow participation in two cultures? Would Navajos achieve true sovereignty by writing a constitution that rigorously defines
citizenship and expresses the true dimensions of Navajoness?
In any discussion of social and cultural change among the Navajos, the
question of social organization-the structure and function of clans-must
be addressed. The early scholars understood that they were not totemic or
phratral; they did not have a mystical relationship with an animal or plant and
were not organized hierarchically or into totemic subdivisions. Their primary
function is exogamous-the prohibition of marriage within one's relational
clans, and the extension of hospitality and ceremonial assistance to clan
brothers and sisters. Traditional Navajos would arrange the marriages oftheir
children outside the parents' clans and would add wives to the nuclear households ifthe husband was a good provider. The new couple(s) resided with the
wife's mother, and property descended through the female, hence the society was matrilocal and matrilineal. The grandmother or an aunt and an uncle
would have some responsibility for raising the child. Clan structures such as
these still promote tribal cohesion. 60
Navajos have failed to live up to thatmatrikin model. In various community
and clan studies, scholars have discovered that clan functions vary regionally,
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and a significant number ofpatrilocal (and maybe patrilineal), neolocal, and
hence biological families exist. Perhaps this variation or "flexibility" in Navajo social organization prevailed as early as the nineteenth century. Today
social structure often includes the nuclear family, newly founded in each
generation, with a mother, father, and children. Navajo families nearly always
confound scholars who expect consistency. Although exogamy may persist,
Navajos are known to leave the reservation to escape obligations to relatives. 6!
To illustrate further the Anglo confusion about Navajo social organization,
in 1946 Clyde Kluckhohn identified the "outfit," an informal working group
beyond the resident community. The outfit contained a number of extended
families who lived within shouting distance of one another and who cooperated at planting or harvesting time. Kluckhohn's notion of the outfit became
controversial to his colleagues who could not confirm it, but his critics used
terms of their own: resident lineages, local clan element, set and network,
and land-use community.62 Once again, Navajo social structures eluded investigators seeking the various levels of social organization. Was Navajo variability in social organization an invitation to change and acculturation?
The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) attempted further social change
through relocation of Navajos (and Hopis) onto irrigation farms on the Colorado River Indian Reservation, at the Fruitlands community on the San Juan
River in northwest New Mexico, and in the nearby Checkerboard in the
Navajo Indian Irrigation Project. In all, beginning in 1945, 116 Navajo families voluntarily relocated to the Colorado River Indian Reservation, but the
climatic and geographical conditions did not suit most Navajos, and the
Mohave and Chemehuevi Indians reneged on their agreement to settle other
Indians on their reservation, resulting in the virtual shutdown of this experiment. 63 The Fruitlands irrigation experiment began in the 193os. By the 1940S,
the project was embroiled in controversy. Navajos believed they had been
promised larger farm plots than they received, and many of them resisted
newer Navajo arrivals. Some Navajos wanted to raise cash crops rather than
till subsistent farms, and others did not want to go out at night to water their
fields. At times they failed to close the headgates and waterlogged the land.
Tom T. Sasaki attempted to measure the social change at Fruitland and
found a strange blend of Navajo and White ways. Fear of increased contact
with non-Navajos caused Enemyway to be sung more frequently. Federal
officials suffered much abuse. The availability ofwage work increased under
the New Deal, during the war, and after the war when the El Paso Natural
Gas Company built its pipeline. In opposition to the irrigation programs,
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Navajos abandoned their crops just when they should have been harvested.
In the new economic and social environment, Navajos faced severe adjustments. Some Navajos found rigid work schedules difficult. The matrilocal
family was under siege. The son-in-law no longer had to live with his wife's
folks; wage work took the father away from home, and he no longer told the
children the myths. The maternal uncle did not discipline the children. The
wife participated in the money decisions. The change, says Sasaki, was multidimensional and varied in its rate. Men and the young acculturated more rapidly; women were more apt to convert to Christianity. Disorganization also
resulted, manifested by alcoholism, marrying within clans, and the decline of
cooperative work. 64
The Navajo Indian Irrigation Project (NIIP) was the third new farming
enterprise, which for many years failed to live up to its promise. In 1962 the
federal government completed the construction of the Navajo Dam east of
Farmington on the San Juan River. Canals were then built southward to deliver water to off- and on-reservation areas for one large corporate farm, which
would raise commercial crops for the market. Sheep-grazing lands were converted into farmlands, although some doubted whether all of the soil was suitable for agriculture. The Tribal Council also created the Navajo Agricultural
Products Industry (NAPI) to administer the raising and distribution of the
produce. This large-scale enterprise illustrates the economic changes that
Navajos may be undergoing. Navajos had previously grazed small herds of
sheep in a labor-intensive family enterprise but increasingly became wage
earners on a large, corporate, capital-intensive farm. Was a White-managed
corporate enterprise destroying the traditional Navajo way oflife? At first there
were many delays in building canals, in selecting the proper lands to be cultivated, and in procuring enough scarce water. Market conditions did not
favor the profitable sale of agricul tural products. But in 1991, there was some
hope for profit-making. Still, Navajos employed in the NIIP and NAPI were
engaged in a nontraditional work environment. 6s
Certainly social and cultural change accelerated among the Navajos who
moved off the reservation. Some Navajos moved to the border towns of
Gallup, Farmington, Cortez, Holbrook, Winslow, and Flagstaff-Bellemont.
Navajos resided in border towns from one to three years, engaged primarily
in wage work, and achieved a higher level of education. Incidentally, a great
majority of them declared that they were Christian. In Flagstaff the Native
Americans for Community Action (NACA) earned a reputation as a bourgeois institution, concentrating on the problem of alcoholism, on providing
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entertainment, and on neglecting to ease the average Native American into
the non-Indian community environment. Actually, living in the border community preserved an attachment to the reservation. Many returned weekly.
Navajos isolated themselves from the life of the host community and knew
very little about other emigrant Navajos. This isolation particularly characterized Navajos in the larger urban communities. 66
Navajos also ventured farther away than the border towns. After World
War II, the BIA sought to remedy the long, dry wartime spell by placing
young unschooled Navajos (and other Indians) in special education programs
at newly opened boarding schools in Brigham City, Utah, and Riverside,
California. The government implemented other off-reservation programs.
Congress, finally bowing to BIA requests, authorized vocational training in
urban centers in 1956. Under this policy of relocation, Navajos could take up
residence in Los Angeles, Phoenix, Albuquerque, or Denver, learn a trade,
and thus escape the poor economic prospects of the reservation. "Relocation," although it was voluntary and Navajos joined or left the program at will,
had a bad connotation, and in the 1960s, under ComI. Ind. Affs. Philleo
Nash's watch, the term "employment assistance" was adopted. The BIA set
up Employment Assistance Offices in Los Angeles, Chicago, Oakland, San
Jose, Denver, and other cities. In addition, in the 1960s the federal government transferred many services from the BIA to other national agencies.
Healthcare, social security, agricultural extension, education, housing, and
economic development were transferred to diverse federal sources. During
the Great Society years of the mid-1960s, the Office of Navajo Economic
Opportunity, which also administered Volunteers in Service to America
(VISTA) and the Job Corps, plowed large amounts of money into the reservation. The Great Society granted economic subsidies, established vocational instruction, and set an example by sending out ambassadors. During
this period diaspora Navajos agitated for access to federal subsidies, a campaign that decreased the availability of funds for reservation Navajos.67
This increase in federal activities enhanced the rate of social and cultural
change, raising the question of how much acculturation was taking place.
There was less stock raising, less craft income as a proportion oftotal income,
more wage work, and more neolocal families by the mid-196os than in previous years. The old cooperating kinship networks declined. If social scientists
assumed that economic and social changes on the reservation transformed
Navajo social organization and integrated Navajo society into the surrounding states, they in fact observed no consistent trend. For every observation that
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conformed to expectations, there was one that contradicted it. Researchers
found little or no agreement, but perhaps, this lack of consensus reflected
Navajo variability and flexibility in the face of change. The unclear results of
these studies suggest that researchers were not vague but simply recorded
what they saw. Henderson and Levy found little pattern and predictability to
Navajo social change and the process of acculturation, which some consider
a pejorative term, difficult to describe or analyze. Sam D. Gill has detected
little uniformity in color symbolism in the complex Navajo ritual, in contrast
to the analyses of Reichard, Wyman, and Lamphere. The variation of color
choices may reflect Navajo individualism. 68
What of Navajos in the large urban centers of Denver and Albuquerque?
William H. Hodge identified push-pull factors that brought Navajos to the
New Mexico urban environment. Navajos were pushed offthe reservation by
poverty, family conflicts, marriage to a non-Navajo, attendance at a BIA offreservation school, and service in the U.S. military. Albuquerque itself pulled
Navajos to job opportunities, a higher standard of living, medical care, and a
refuge from reservation frustrations. But the reservation might pull Navajos
back, and the city might push them out. Approximately one-half of Navajos
were drawn back by family ties and obligations, the more relaxed reservation
atmosphere, and greater comfort with the native language. The Navajos were
pushed out of urban centers by failure to find a satisfactory job and obtain an
adequate standard ofliving, by loneliness, and by perceived White prejudice
against Indians. But Hodge found it hard to generalize because of too many
independent variables. His findings, he says, were heuristic; they were empirical but unprovable. 69
The story of the Denver Navajos is similar. Many stayed, integrated, or
even detribalized if they were there long enough. They married, initially
entered an enclave of Navajos, found a job commensurate with their training, and became comfortable in the competitive Anglo society. Even those
who adjusted may have returned to the reservation after staying in the city for
a while. Others left sooner if they did not find a job, earned low wages, found
hard the adjustment to the Anglo work regimen, spoke English poorly, thought
Anglos did not like Indians, opposed identification with Hispanics and Blacks,
became enmeshed in alcoholism, or got homesick. Navajos in the city did
not form a close band with other Navajos and, if they stayed long enough,
tended to associate with Anglos. Much depended ultimately on their educational background, employment opportunities, and psychological stability.
However, a high degree of acculturation did not necessarily mean a high
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personal acceptance of the White society. In fact, as in so many cases of cultural contact, Navajo adoption of other traits seems tentative, ambiguous,
contradictory, and unpredictable. 70
Social Change and SNBH
Scholars have observed that the Navajos and even other Indian societies are
capable of impressive social and cultural change. But are the changes that do
not breech SNBH procedural, technological, and superficial? Perhaps historical evidence does not always sustain the contention that SNBH is impervious. The adoption of two religions-the Emergence myth in the early
1700S and the NAC in the 193os-may signify Navajo amenability to nonmaterial ideas that challenge the status of SNBH. Also, this core value may be
weakened by the Navajo diaspora, which calls into play the Native belief that
their culture can only remain intact within the sacred Navajo boundaries.
Let us look at the observations of investigators. Evon Vogt noted that the
Navajos, unlike their Apache cousins, adapted their social organization to
Pueblo culture in the sixteenth century by introducing agriculture and pastoralism, the Emergence myth, and changes in costume and dress, by replacing
the shaman with the medicine man and hand trembler, and by developing
different political procedures. Yet Vogt believed that Navajo integration was
incorporative, that it added elements and did not fuse with the Spanish as did
the Yaquis, or compartmentalize as did the eastern Pueblos. Many of the
Navajo traits that in 1961 Vogt predicted would endure have not remained
intact. 7l Some of these changes are basically procedural and material, but
others seem substantive and intellectual. They seem to have affected SNBH.
Lamphere likewise assessed the impact ofAnglo America on the Navajos
since World War II. She noted several changes that have reshaped Navajo
society: the decline of the traditional pastoral economy, the rise of welfare
and wages, lower mortality rates, increased mobility from the reservation to
urban centers and to border towns, the impact oftechnology, improved educational facilities, and the change in burial practices. Added to the list are
hospitals, pickup trucks, household appliances, square frame houses, and
Pentecostal religion. 72
Farella also saw change as basic to Navajo culture, but he perceived it as
procedural and materialistic only. The core was preserved, SNBH was sacred. Navajos are changing in order to remain traditional. They are altering
their technology to maintain their epistemology or their traditional fund of
knowledge.73
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A more pessimistic view of the survival of Navajo culture came from Levy
and Kunitz, who suggest (for discussion) that anomie and social disorganization result not from Anglo-induced social pathology but from aboriginal culture, which predisposes people to manifest certain deviancies. Acculturation
may not be the problem. Western concepts of social pathology may not explain social disintegration. Western institutions and other imports may keep
traditions going; welfare in fact keeps subsistence farming alive, and the NAC
releases stress. Levy and Kunitz counsel caution in blaming Anglo Americans
and exonerating the traditional Navajos.74
Other scholars have acknowledged change. Frisbie highlighted social and
cultural change among the Navajos, especially adaptations in the twentieth
century, arguing that Navajo society has always been in a state of flux. 75 Although Frisbie did not articulate basic change, Oliver La Farge implied that
SNBH was on trial. In his best-selling novel Laughing Boy (1929), traditional
Navajo culture triumphed over the Anglo import, but La Farge admitted, in
his preface to the 1962 edition, that the Navajo way oflife had passed. In 1915,
the very year that the story took place, an ominous event occurred when the
first automobile drove through Marsh Pass-Long House Valley. La Farge
contended that John Collier's reforms of the 1930S sounded the ultimate
death knell.76
William Y. Adams denied that a death knell has sounded, but he conceded
that social and cultural change has transpired. The Navajos mightily resisted
Collier's reforms, although they finally accepted tribal government, sheep reduction, and a Navajo-based day school. Collier had won something, Adams
said. Ifwe assert that, in the nineteenth century, Navajo culture was stable and
unchanging, we should remember instead that the Navajo system has never
been closed or self-sufficient. Early on, it always had some dependence on the
Pueblos, and today Anglo influence is tremendous. But Adams states that unyielding, nonmaterial core values are impervious to change. That intangible,
which La Farge saw as dying and Adams saw as living, must be SNBH.77
Sasaki plowed the furrow more deeply, emphasizing the ambiguities and
contradictions in the newly formed irrigation community of Fruitland, as we
have already seen. The newer community exhibited the characteristics of
steady wage work, new-style agriculture as more alfalfa was planted, more
mobility as cars and trucks were driven, and the prevalence of the nuclear
family, which experienced more conflicts. While the number of sings remained the same, Navajos evidently felt that the ceremonials did not have
the same religious efficacy. Change varied according to the individual's readi-
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ness, age, sex, interest group, and cultural aspect. Disorganization showed
itself in the practice of drinking, marrying within the clan, the decline of
cooperative work, and the survival of witchcraft. As with the Adams-Ruffing
study of Shonto, material culture was most affected, but nonmaterial changes
such as SNBH must have occurred also.73
Although the idea of social and cultural change is inherent in the discipline of anthropology, a full-scale study of the Navajos has been neglected.
Heretofore, anthropologists have tended to analyze a slice of culture, perhaps
in static terms. With historical perspective, a sense of the flow of time, the
movement from one stage to another, change becomes more apparent. The
founding of the journal Ethnohistory in 1953 signified a new interest in the
study of non-Anglo cultures. Yet strangely enough, no one has surveyed the
complicated and paradoxical litany of changes that have occurred among the
Navajos. What happens when two cultures come into contact with each other?
It seems like a simple question, and one that should be seriously studied.
James Axtell examined cross-cultural understandings between American
Indian and colonial societies. He looked at both sides ofthe equation: EnglishFrench influence on the Indians and Indian influences on Europeans. The
Indians, he says, adapted and reacted to colonial culture, while the sparsely
settled Europeans adopted traits from the more experienced Indians and examined themselves as they contemplated the totally "other" societies on the
North American continent. Transplanted Europeans, on the other hand,
thought that they must eliminate savagery in the Indians and teach them the
habit of civility as conceived by colonial Englishmen. As an ethnohistorian,
Axtell asks new questions and has formed the hypothesis that the way a people
use or adapt traits from another culture is more instructive of social change
or acculturation than what they adopt. I am not sure that he describes the way
or that I know the way in which the Navajo social change occurred, but his
account is an inspiration to scholars who think about two societies that confront one another. 79
It is probably worth noting that the subject of social and cultural change
among American Indian societies is not a high priority among anthropologists today. In a 1997 survey of fifteen leading scholars on their research projects today, none mentioned the tribes in America. The list of topics ranged
from tooth decay and "My Cuban Nanny" to visual illiteracy and mental
illness. These trendy issues of postmodernism ignored traditional research
topics, and contemporary anthropologists usually couched their studies in
mind-numbing jargon. 30
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For the sake of discussion, for inspiring interest in an important topic, let
me hypothesize about the social changes being brought about in modern day
social interaction. First of all, what have the Navajos contributed to Anglo
society?
The Navajos have contributed hozhoni: "In beauty before me I walk; in
beauty behind me I walk; in beauty above me I walk; in beauty below me I
walk" - a world of harmony and well-being, a world without sin and guilt.
This Navajo attitude is reflected in their greeting: ya'at'eeh-hello, it is good.
The Navajos have added to the beauty of our lives, homes, and offices with
their incomparable weavings and jewelry, rugs, and silverwork. They have,
perhaps, brought a calm and a relaxed spirit to many of us.
The Navajos have made a substantial contribution to the economic life of
the border communities. Unfortunately, there is a tendency for money to
flow out of the reservation to these communities. Navajos come in to shop,
but also to live and go to school. The border communities also contribute to
a higher economic, social, and cultural life of the Navajos.
What is the impact of the Anglos on the Navajo ethos? Edward Spicer has
pointed out that the concept acculturation involves the phenomenon of
change when two cultures come into contact. Since we popularly refer to the
Anglo culture as the dominant one, we run the risk of ethnocentrism and
hence a distortion of our account in favor of one culture over another. 81
Nevertheless, if I may venture to list traits before looking at the core of
survival, let me divide the distinguishing qualities into three groups: those
that persist, those that are modified (ambiguous) or intertwined (related to
other traits), and finally those that are displaced (supplanted). Those qualities
that will persist, mostly unaffected, are witchcraft, Blessingway and Enemyway, and perhaps the core concept SNBH. What will be modified or diminished are the matriarchate (both locality and descent); the language, which
will be spoken by a minority; the vast panoply of traditional religion, except
for Blessingway and Enemyway; the fear of the dead; the ceremonial hogan;
the psychological curative powers of the medicine man; and the clan functions of exogamy and hospitality. Intertwined with Anglo belief is the Navajo
dedication to knowledge. Those traits that have died or will die out are polygamy, mother-in-law avoidance, the fish taboo, the corn-pollen pouch (unless
Blessingway preserves it), sheepherding as the dominant economic endeavor,
and the universality of the Navajo language.
Culture contacts expose an ethos to other outlooks with what might be a
contrary sense of right and wrong. Culture contacts also question the old
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basic idea of what is good and what is bad, and depict certain aspects of the
old culture in an uncertain light; that is, contacts create a malaise or anomie
that is exhibited in alcoholism, mental depression, passivity, conflict, and violence. Social dysfunction is one side effect on Navajos.
What are Navajos adopting from the Anglo culture? They like many ofthe
material things but intangible things as well: cars and pickup trucks, television sets, frame houses, monogamous marriage, formal education, running
water and flushing toilets, basketball, Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, wage work
and salaries, unified tribal government and the local chapters, the English
language, evangelical Christianity where Navajo ministers officiate, burial of
the dead, Western dress, time promptness, acceptance of the idea that new
knowledge can be added to the storehouse, athletic competition, social security, welfare, federal subsidies, institutionalized care of the elderly and mentally challenged, participation in beauty pageants and rodeo contests, and the
development of a social stratum that is akin to the bourgeois or middle class. 82
Young Navajos at Dine College have learned and applied new knowledge to
fields of activity such as government service, the arts, and business.
There is one beliefthat the Navajos and Anglos share equally: that knowledge possesses the power to liberate and restore. Those who possess the
knowledge of deities - the medicine men - cure mankind ofhis excesses and
bring harmony back into life. By the same token the Anglo investment in
research and development signifies a faith in the role of knowledge to bring
a better life. Although traditional Navajos do not believe there is new knowledge-here the two belief systems diverge-they do agree that the intellectual is compelling, just as the Anglo scholar believes. Both Navajos and
Anglos share a common dedication to the role of the mind.
The highly intellectual and spiritual concept SNBH means a great reverence for life, the wisdom of the elders, harmony, dignity, an active life along
a chosen path, the fulfillment of one's personality, the exercise of one's full
potential, the fruition of one's talents in old age, the inner-directed life, the
dominance ofspiritual values over the material, and the concept of a chosen
people. It is into this mold of the good life that Navajos would pour their
responses to the zeitgeist ofthe modern world, would Nava joize the traits they
borrow from the alien world, and would remain true to their Navajo center.
If Europeans had never set foot on the North American continent, the
migrating Navajos would have undergone massive social and cultural
changes, as indeed they have done since their trek from Lake Athabasca to
Gobernador Canyon. They had demonstrated their penchant for flexibility
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before they ever encountered the White man, for example with their adoption of the Emergence myth to displace the old hunter tradition. Since the
Spanish and the Americans confronted them, Navajos have been socially and
culturally assaulted and nearly all oftheir material characteristics have either
been affected, diminished, or displaced. Will the core, located in the spiritual realm, the essence of their belief system, remain impervious to social
change?
Navajos have a fear that their traditional values are being lost. 83 They see
so many changes around them. Within the Navajo ethos is the belief that
their cultural traits are only valid within the confines of the Four Sacred
Mountains-within the boundary lines marked out by Blanca Peak in Colorado (Sisnaajini), Mount Taylor in New Mexico (Tsoodzil), San Francisco
Peaks in Arizona (Dook'ooosli'id), and Mount Hesperus in southwestern
Colorado (Dibentsaa). This belief underscores the traditional idea ofplacedness, of interpreting their land as sacred. But because Dineteh cannot support the burgeoning Navajo population, many must find a new place outside
the sacred boundaries. Somehow the Navajos have not found a Jeremiah
who preaches that their religion and their ethos must be carried in their hearts
away from the Holy Land. Navajos fear that Navajo culture will be lost if it
moves outside the boundaries. To them, the destruction of Navajo culture
seems eminent. This view casts doubt on the preservation of SNBH.
Thus Navajo culture has embraced change on both material andnonmaterial levels and in procedural and substantive realms. Within its ethos
SNBH would preserve for the Navajos an essential quality of Navajoness,
unless the diaspora degrades that basic nature, as the Navajos fear it might.
Social change in a society is intricate, and plotting its course depends on
many variable, multidimensional factors. We can only be certain that change
is going on but not necessarily what the outcome of change will be.
Notes
57· Williams, Navajo Political Process, 33-52.
58. Jerrold E. Levy, Stephen J. Kunitz, and Michael Everett, "Navajo Criminal Homicide," Southwestern Journal ofAnthropology 25 (summer 1969): 124-52; George S.
Grossman, "Indians and the Law," in New Directions in American Indian History,
ed. Colin G. Calloway (Norman: University ofOklahoma Press, 1988), 97-126; James
W. Zion, "The Navaho Peacemaker Court: Deference to the Old and Accommodation to the New," American Indian Law Review 11:2 (1983): 89-109; Michael D.
Lieder, "Navajo Dispute Resolution and Promissory Obligations: Continuity and

SPRING 2003

LYON -?

181

Change in the Largest Native American Nation," American Indian Law Review 18:1
(1993): 1-71; Daniel J. Lowery, "Developing a Tribal Common Law Jurisprudence:
The Navajo Experience, 1969-1992," American Indian Law Review 18:2 (1993):
379-446 .
59. Williams, Navajo Political Process, 44-58 presents the view that Navajos prefer
consensus-letting the issue ride and allowing the minority or opposition to recede.
60. Gladys Reichard, Social Life of the Navajo Indians (New York: Columbia University Press, 1928); Lamphere, To Run After Them; Franciscan Fathers, An Ethnologic
Dictionary of the Navaho Language, 424-33; Gary Witherspoon, Navajo Kinship
and Marriage (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1975); Levy, In the Beginning,
25-26.
61. Henderson and Levy, "Survey of Navajo Community Studies," 7, 20--26,58,62-71,
76-78, 14, 119; David Aberle, "Navajo Exogamic Rules and Preferred Marriages,"
in The Versatility ofKinship, ed. Linda Cordell and Stephen Beckerman (New York:
Academic Press, 198o), 105-43; David Aberle, "Some Sources of Flexibility in Navaho Social Organization," Southwestern Journal ofAnthropology 19 (spring 1963):
1-8; William Y. Adams, "New Data on Navajo Social Organization," Plateau 30
(January 1958): 64-70.
62. Adams, "New Data on Navajo Social Organization," 64-70; Aberle, "The Navaho,"
in Matrilineal Kinship, ed. David M. Schneider and Kathleen Gouch (Berkeley:
University of California Press, 1961), 96-201; Louise Lamphere, "Ceremonial Cooperation and Networks: A Reanalysis of the Navajo Outfit," in Man 5 (March 1970):
39-59; Lamphere, To Run After Them, 99-105; Solon T. Kimball and John H. Pro-vinse, "Navaho Social Organization in Land Use Planning," Applied Anthropology
1(July, August, September 1942): 18-25; Witherspoon, Navajo Kinship: 100--110; Terry
Ray Reynolds, Louise Lamphere, and Cecil E. Cook, "Time, Resources, and Authority in a Navaho Community," American Anthropologist 69 (April 1967): 188-99;
David Aberle, "Review of Lamphere, To Run After Them," American Indian Culture
and Research Journal 5 (1981): 85-87; Kenneth Morgan and G. Mark Lathrop, "Clan
Groups and Clan Exogamy Among the Navajo," Journal ofAnthropological Research
35 (summer 1979): 157-69; David F. Aberle, "Navajo Coresidential Kin Groups and
Lineages," Journal ofAnthropological Research 37 (spring 1981): 1-7; James S. Chisholm, "Social and Economic Change Among the Navajo," Journal ofAnthropological Research 37 (summer 1981): 148-57; Klara B. Kelley, "Yet Another Reanalysis of
the Navajo Outfit: New Evidence from Historical Documents," Journal ofAnthropological Research 38 (winter 1982): 351-81; William Y. Adams, "Once More to the
Fray: Further Reflections on Navajo Kinship and Residence," Journal ofAnthropological Research 39 (winter 1983): 393-414. In 1989 a special issue of the JAR was
devoted to Navajo ethnology. See also Louise Lamphere, Jerrold E. Levy, Eric B.
Henderson, and Tracy J. Andrews, eds., 'The Effects of Regional Variation and Temporal Change on Matrilineal Elements of Navajo Social Organization," Journal of
Anthropological Research 45 (winter 1989): 351-78; David Aberle, "Education, Work,
Gender, and Residence: Black Mesa Navajos in the 1960s," Journal ofAnthropological Research 45 (winter 1989): 405-30.

182 ~ NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 78, NUMBER 2

63. Bernard L. Fontana, "The Hopi-Navajo Colony on the Lower Colorado River: A
Problem in Ethnohistorical Interpretation," Ethnohistory 10 (spring 1963): 162-82;
Young, Yearbook, 197-208; Henderson and Levy, "Survey of Navajo Community
Studies," 11-1l3.
64. Tom T. Sasaki, Fruitland, New Mexico: A Navaho Community in Transition (Ithaca,
NY: Cornell University Press, 1960).
65. Michael L. Lawson, "The Navajo Indian Irrigation Project: Muddied Past, Clouded
Future," Indian Historian 9 (winter 1976): 19-29; Billy Bahe, "Public Laws 101-63°
[American Indian Agricultural Management Act] and 103-177 [National Indian

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

Forest Management Act]" (paper presented at the Navajo Studies Conference, Farmington, N.Mex., 17 March 1995); "Digging Up Riches," Arizona Republic (Phoenix),
8 September 1991; Reno, Mother Earth, Father Sky, 46-82, 252-54.
Henderson and Levy, "Survey of Navajo Community Studies," 84-95, 99-100;
Stephen Kunitz, Jerrold Levy, and Associates, "A Census of Flagstaff Navajos," Plateau 41 (spring 1969): 156-63; Chaudhuri, Urban Indians ofArizona.
James E. Officer, "The American Indian and Federal Policy," in The American Indian
in Urban Society, ed. Jack O. Waddell and O. Michael Watson (Boston: Little, Brown
and Company, 1971), 8-65.
Henderson and Levy, "Survey of Navajo Community Studies," 114-23; Sam D. Gill,
"The Color of Navajo Ritual Symbolism: An Evaluation of Methods," Journal of
Anthropological Research 31 (winter 1975): 350-63.
William H. Hodge, "Navajo Urban Migration: An Analysis from the Perspective of
the Family," in The American Indian in Urban Society, ed. Waddell and Watson,
346-91. Hodge also published this piece separately in his monograph, The Albuquerque Navajos (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1969).
All of the following are found in Waddell and Watson, The American Indian in Urban Society: Peter Z. Snyder, "The Social Environment of the Urban Indian," 20643; Robert W. Weppner, "Urban Opportunities: The Example of Denver," 244-73;
Merwyn S. Garbarino, "Life in the City: Chicago," 168-205; Joseph G. Jorgensen,
"Indians and the Metropolis," 66-113; Theodore D. Graves, "Drinking and Drunkenness Among Urban Indians," 274-311; John W. Olson, "Epilogue: The Urban
Indian as Viewed by an Indian Caseworker," 398-4°8. See also Ann Metcalf, "Navajo Women in the City: Lessons From a Quarter-Century of Relocation," American lndian Quarterly 6 (spring/summer 1982): 71-89.
Evon Z. Vogt, "Navajo," in Perspectives in American Indian Cultural Change, ed.
Edward Spicer (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1961), 278-336. This same
idea of incorporation, fusion, and compartmentalization was found in Edward
Spicer, "Spanish-Indian Acculturation in the Southwest," American Anthropologist

56 (August 1954): 663-78.
72. Lamphere, To Run After Them, 8-10,28, 31, 126, 162.

n

Farella, Main Stalk, 189-9°.

74. Jerrold E. Levy and Stephen Kunitz, "Indian Reservations, Anomie, and Social
Pathologies," Southwestern Journal ofAnthropology 27 (summer 1971): 97-128. See
also Jerrold E. Levy and Stephen Kunitz, Drinking Careers: A Twenty-Five-Year

SPRING 2003

Study of Three Navajo Populations (New Haven, Conn.: Yale University Press,
1994)'
75. Frisbie, Navajo Medicine Bundles, 22.
76. La Farge, Laughing Boy.
William Y. Adams, "Navajo Ecology and Economy: A Problem in Cultural Values,"
in Apachean Culture History ar:zd Ethnology, ed. Keith H. Basso and Morris E. Opler
(Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1971), n-81.
78. Sasaki, Fruitland, 81-183. The standard treatment of witchcraft is Clyde Kluckhohn,
Navaho Witchcraft (1944; reprint, Boston: Beacon Press, 1962). I had as a student a
highly acculturated Navajo teacher who had gone to school off the reservation, had
converted to Christianity, did not understand the Navajo language, and was married
to a non-Navajo. While researching a paper on witchcraft, she was overcome with
the realization of witchery, could not concentrate on the pages of the documents,
and had identified the witch who had killed her father. She returned to the reservation to confer with her relatives.
79· Axtell, The European and the Indian, 4-15, 39-86, 245-315·
80. "What 15 Top Anthropologists Are Working On," Chronicle of Higher Education, 21
November 1997, B7-B8; Kendall M. Thu, "Anthropologists Should Return to the
Roots of Their Discipline," Chronicle of Higher Education, 30 April 1999, A56.
81. Edward H. Spicer, "Acculturation," International Encyclopedia of the Social Sci-

n.

ences, 1968.
82. For a Navajo view of mentally retarded children see Jennie R. Joe, "Cultural Influences on Navajo Mothers with Disabled Children," American Indian Quarterly 6
(spring/summer 1982): 170--90.
83. Brenda Norrell, "Tribe has lost traditional and sacred values, Navajo claims," Arizona Daily Sun (Flagstaff), 23 April 1990, p. 2; Jan Stevens, "Navajo Woman, lll,
Credits Hard Work for Staying Power," Arizona Daily Sun (Flagstaff), 2 January
1997, p. 1; Betty Reid and Mark Henle, "Returning to the Flock," Arizona Republic
(Phoenix), 9 May 1999, p. AI, 12, 13·

Review Essay
MIGUEL GANDERT, ENRIQUE LAMADRID, RAMON A. GUTIERREZ,
LUCY R. LIPPARD, AND CHRIS WILSON, NUEVO MEXICO PROFUNDO:

RITUALS OF AN INDO-HISPANO HOMELAND

Clyde Ellis

A

s Enrique Lamadrid points out in the volume's opening essay, when
New Mexico was annexed to the United States in the mid-nineteenth
century, Americans felt compelled to naturalize it by erasing and obscuring its complex ethnic heritage. Discomfited by the racial and cultural implications of New Mexico's deeply rooted mestizo culture, Anglos to the
north -whose own racial and cultural fictions would shortly crash into
rubble-embraced the historical canvas of the Spanish-Mexican colonial
era with its gaudily heroic images of triumph and progress. Later generations
followed suit by celebrating the seemingly more authentic and usually less
problematic expressions of New Mexican culture in places like Taos, Santa
Fe, and Gallup. In doing so, they dismissed mestizos as cultural foundlings
shrouded by what Lamadrid calls "the stark and mystified light of historical

Nuevo Mexico Profunda: Rituals of an Indo-Hispano Homeland, photographs by Miguel
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amnesia" (p. 1). In the process, the world that this volume examines was
shuffled off to the land of shadows.
The essays and photos in this book address that amnesia by examining
some ofthe spiritual contours that have shaped New Mexico's Indo-Hispano
culture, a way oflife that emerged when indigenous people and Old World
emigres created what Lamadrid calls "a deep and complex mestizo tradition
that serves as a fascinating register of cultural and historical relations" (p. 10).
Commentaries by Lamadrid, Ramon A. Gutierrez, Lucy R. Lippard, and
Chris Wilson, and photographs by Miguel Gandert open a window onto
religious rituals that reveal how communities and individuals have negotiated the changing boundaries of ethnicity, belief, and identity over time. The
written texts also speak to the role of the chronicler, in this case Gandert.
These images and essays are a stunning montage that introduce readers to a
side of New Mexico that is neither widely publicized nor part of the touristic
gaze and its carefully manipulated images and ideals. This book should encourage us to ponder the complexities of how and why these communities
have constructed, negotiated, and expressed their own sense of identity,
heritage, and history. Gandert's photos are especially revealing on this count,
for they echo precisely Lamadrid's comment that through these rituals, remembrance replaces oblivion and opens the way to "a new vision of history
and identity to be realized and reinscribed" (p. 1). Whether they record the
gaudy Comanche dances, the frightening Abuelos with their rubber Halloween masks, or the Lent and Holy Week pilgrimages to the Sangre de Cristo
Mountains, Gandert's photos are rich texts that reveal multiple lenses of
belief, contestation, and adaptation on a community level.
At the center of this book is a discussion of how religion and ritual bundle
change and continuity in ways that maintain culturally rich but also complicated and contested ways oflife in the small communities that dot the banks
of the Rio Grande in northern New Mexico. As Ramon Gutierrez notes in
"Culture Knows No Borders," New Mexico has long been a cultural battleground where successive would-be conquerors sought to impose their own
ideals and institutions. Yet "the process was never fully successful," writes
Gutierrez, "and popular memories and ancient ways of life persisted, albeit
in altered form" (p. 133). The legacies of this middle ground are evident in
the numerous rituals, dances, and processionals that occur year-round in
northern New Mexico's Indo-Hispanic communities. And as Gandert's photos suggest, the cross-cultural encounters that shape these events reveal a
world of action, belief, and memory that is fascinating in its vivid dramatic
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license and revealing in its community-based discourse. Comanche dancers
in their outrageous costumes raise all kinds of questions about representation
and appropriation, for here Native people are adopting-and occasionally
lampooning-the identity of other Natives. These images are juxtaposed
against those of earnest pilgrims visiting holy sites in the manner of other
Christian pilgrimages. The crucifixes and candles affirm the region's strongly
Catholic heritage, yet it is not quite that simple. At places like Cerro de Tome
and Chimayo, the journey is made in remembrance of an indigenous worldview that continues to mold belief and identity. Thus the sacred topography
and iconography of Cerro de Tome, for example, calls to mind Moctezuma,
the blessed Guadalupe, Pope, and Jesus alike. "These pictures are about the
rituals ofhistory," writes Gutierrez. "They are about memory. And most ofall,
they are about the ways religious beliefs and practices structure the course of
life in a region not easily cut in half by a border" (p. 135)'
The staging of the dance called moras y cristianos-a Spanish colonial
import designed to remind indigenous peoples of the ultimate futility of resisting what the West considered the one true religion - recalls the defeat of
Native people at the hands of the conquistadors. But this tableaux is balanced
by a very different interpretation of another imported ritual, the Matachines
Dance, first taught to Natives by Franciscans in the sixteenth century. Probably the best known of these rituals, especially to outsiders, the Matachfn
dancers turn conquest on its head by offering a counter-narrative in which
"conquered peoples constantly subvert colonial scripts ofsubordination and
humiliation" (p. 137). Through these and other rituals, New Mexico's indigenous people "ritualize what to them have been the facts of history" (p. 138)
and, in doing so, claim control over who tells the stories 'of their world.
The essays by Lucy R. Lippard and Chris Wilson address the larger intellectual and political implications of both Gandert's work and the rituals he
photographs. "Walking the Tightrope," Lippard suggests that these stories
and photos are not simply "affirmations of identity" (p. 144), or quaint examples of "the cultural panoply of New Mexico" (p. 145); they can also be
seen as "acts of defiance" (p. 158). Gandert does not strike a neutral pose. His
own mestizo background and long history of working in these communities
give him certain advantages in terms ofaccess, but those personal connections
also politicize his work in ways that separate him from other documentary
photographers who are perhaps committed less to the community's sensibilities than to those of the audience (Edward Curtis comes to mind). "Gandert
is fundamentally a community photographer," Lippard writes, "even when
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the community is not his own.... The intensity of his photographic commitment to mestizo New Mexicans is reflected in his imagery, which is paradoxically casual and intimate, fusing the immediacy ofa snapshot with the aesthetic
considerations of art" (p. 149).
Gandert is simultaneously recording the history and culture ofthese communities, commenting on its cross-cultural qualities, and "reinserting Hispano history and culture back into the record, challenging myths of racial
purity at the same time" (p. 157). This tension that Lippard identifies is also
at the center of Chris Wilson's essay, "Dancing with a Camera," which includes an informative discussion of Gandert's training and career. "What
interests me most about Gandert's work," writes Wilson, "are the spatial dynamics of these community rituals and the modern situational frame of people
interacting with the photographer and his camera" (pp. 169-70). Acknowledging that there are issues of representation, power, and manipulation on
the table whenever Gandert pulls out his camera to take a photograph, Wilson
argues that Gandert's work nonetheless resonates with the community in
ways that help to mediate those issues. It is not that Gandert does not occasionally run afoul of someone else's sensibilities or interests, but on balance
the communities in which he works trust his judgment. The same photographs that hang in museums also hang in their living rooms, where they
"become part of the social, symbolic web that sustains community" (p. 170).
In this sense, Gandert's work is deeply ethnographic in its appreciation for
cross-cultural encounter and in its reflexive and dialogic approach.

Nuevo Mexico Profunda is a compelling work, one that raises anew the
importance ofsearching out the details ofidentity, memory, history, and belief,
especially in communities like the ones covered here -communities that are
too often lost in the rush to see something perceived as more culturally pure
and aesthetically pleasing. Yet in his ability to show us how people live in this
hard place, express their emotions, remember a contested past, and shape
their future, Gandert is clearly onto a deeply meaningful and complicated
story, one that we should not let slip away into the shadows.

Review Essay
GARY E. MOULTON, ED., THE JOURNALS OF THE LEWIS AND

CLARK EXPEDITION, 13 VOLUMES

Bart Barbour

A

lmost twenty-five years ago the University of Nebraska Press embarked
upon the monumental task of publishing The Journals ofthe Lewis and
Clark Expedition. And now, as the expedition's bicentennial approaches, the
press has completed production of its new edition in thirteen volumes. This
edition brings together virtually everything directly related to the Corps of
Discovery's expedition that can be described as a "map," "illustration," or
"journal," all of it copiously annotated. Readers and researchers now have at
their disposal the most comprehensive rendering ever produced of Lewis and
Clark's own journals, as well as all additional surviving journals. Thus, the
daybooks of Patrick Gass, Joseph Whitehouse, Sgt. Charles Floyd-the only
member to die during the voyage-and John Ordway-who was promoted
to the sergeant's rank after Floyd's death -are also reproduced. This edition
supplants all others, and will stand, perhaps forever, as the expedition's quintessential chronicle. Its attention to detail far exceeds that of any precursors,
of which there have been several. Ironically, this printing brings to the light
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of day all components that Thomas Jefferson, the "main spring" of this "vast
enterprise," wished to see published almost two centuries ago.
This massive set of books fills nearly two linear feet ofshelfspace, and its
ten text volumes run to more than five thousand pages. A comprehensive 175page index and a spectacular atlas, itself of heroic proportions, accompany
the ten volumes. The atlas presents the highest quality full-scale facsimile
reproductions ever created of Clark's maps, along with reference maps for the
expedition's route and a handful of other maps. Completing the set is a volume of photographs depicting every extant specimen from the expedition's
herbarium. Never before has the botanical collection, acquired mainly by
Lewis, been displayed and annotated. Gary L. Moulton, the series editor,
devoted practically a full career to this great work, and the contributions of
numerous other expert scholars are evident on every page.
Why was this Lewis and Clark edition warranted? To begin to answer this
question, it would be useful first to summarize the publishing history of the
journals. With high expectations, Jefferson encouraged the two captains to
begin writing their final report shortly after the corps' return in September
1806. Meriwether Lewis, who was to be the principal author of a proposed
three-volume edition of the journals, informed the public in a prospectus appearing in the National Intelligencer that a map would be published by
October 1807 and that the first text volume would appear by January 1808.
Prior to the expedition's departure, Jefferson had seen to it that Lewis received crash courses in astronomy, natural sciences, and the skills necessary to
record accurate observations oflatitude and longitude. Jefferson also knew that
William Clark, a gifted natural cartographer, had drafted many maps and that
the two captains-and several other men-had kept daily journals. There
was no dearth of the requisite source materials, but the publication process
was jinxed from the outset.
In early 1807 Jefferson appointed Lewis governor of upper Louisiana. But
Lewis was a chronic melancholic, and the combination of his burdensome
official duties and personal financial problems overwhelmed him. He soon
sank into a depression, began drinking heavily, and, in October 18°9, committed suicide at a Tennessee inn called Grinder's Stand. Clark's backwoods
orthography endows his narrative prose with immense charm, but Lewis possessed the superior literary skills. Besides, Clark had no time for "wrighting,"
for he was occupied with his duties as superintendent ofIndian affairs at St.
Louis and with monitoring the Missouri River fur trade that began to flourish in 1810.
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Upon Lewis's death, Clark turned the journals, notes, and some maps over
to Nicholas Biddle, a Philadelphia litterateur who collaborated with Paul
Allen to work up a manuscript. Two Philadelphia publishers were successively contracted. The first, John Conrad, failed in 1812 and the second, Brad.ford and Inskeep, went bankrupt soon after the Biddle edition appeared early
in 1815, due to "the effects of the war among trading people in Phila[delphia]."
The Biddle edition, comprising 1,417 copies, offered only a narrative summary, omitting virtually all scientific data. Benjamin Smith Barton, one of
Lewis's teachers, was recruited to prepare that material for publication but
died before completing the task. Unhappily, this fact contributed to a longprevailing view-which still found voice in Walter P. Webb's The Great
Plains in 1931-that incompetents had led the expedition and produced no
"real" science.
By 1815 the celebrations that marked the Corps of Discovery's return had
been forgotten, and the nation had shifted its attention to the fallout from
Jefferson's embargo, the War of 1812, and heated squabbles between Federalists and Jeffersonian Republicans. A few unauthorized reports-such as
Patrick Gass's narrative journal and a fabricated atrocity called The Travels of
Capts. Lewis and Clarke-came out but the public's appetite for such fare
had vanished and the journals did not surface again for almost eighty years.
The first notable effort to resuscitate the journals came in 1893, when an
editor at Harper and Brothers in New York invited Elliott Coues to edit them.
Coues, a veteran army surgeon, accomplished ornithologist, and experienced historical editor, brought the benefits of his own considerable western
experience to the endeavor. Coues's edition was a marked improvement on
Biddle's work. By today's editorial standards, however, Coues took outrageous
liberties with every manuscript he edited, and his Lewis and Clark edition
was no exception. Still, Coues's systematic arrangement of the papers remains useful today, and he was the first editor to show any interest in the
locations of campsites and other previously ignored details. His edition left
out much, though, including the fine set of maps that Clark drafted, and
climatological and scientific data.
With the turn of the century, the nation prepared to commemorate the
Louisiana Purchase centennial, and publication ofthe "complete" journals
seemed a ripe idea. The American Philosophical Society opened negotiations with another New York publisher, Dodd, Mead, and Company. In 1901
the publishers recruited an able editor, Reuben Gold Thwaites, who had
recently finished editing the voluminous Jesuit Relations, to tackle the new
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Lewis and Clark work. In the course of his research, Thwaites discovered
Floyd's and Whitehouse's journals, and he traced the important Voorhis Collection to New York, where it was in the hands of William Clark's granddaughter, Julia Voorhis. The Thwaites edition, published in 19°4-19°5 as the
Original Journals ofthe Lewis and Clark Expedition, 18°4-1806, comprised
six sparsely annotated text volumes incorporating much scientific data, a
robust index, and a boxed atlas containing blurry reproductions of some of
Clark's maps. As Gary Moulton pointed out when the University of Nebraska
Press launched its series in 1983 with the publication of the atlas, the
Thwaites edition atlas was the element that "stood most in need of revision."
The Thwaites edition inspired scholars to reconsider the expedition, and
it spurred a hunt for new information. One of many highlights in this process
was the recovery of thirty-five manuscript copies of William Clark's maps,
made in 1833, that filled substantial cartographic gaps along the expedition's
route. Identified in the new atlas as the Clark-Maximilian Sheets, they surfaced in the Maximilian-Bodmer Collection, brought to the United States
shortly after World War II, and now housed at the Joslyn Museum in Omaha,
Nebraska. As well, Thwaites's orthodox "Turnerian" interpretation of the
expedition eventually came into question and has since been discarded.
During the past half-century, a number of praiseworthy Lewis and Clark
books appeared. These include Bernard DeVoto's abridgement of the journals (1953), Ernest S. Osgood's The Field Notes of Captain William Clark,
18°3-1805 (1964), and Paul Russell Cutright's Lewis and Clark: Pioneering
Naturalists (1969)' Detailed studies ofthe expedition's scientific instruments
and their makers, an expeditionary medical history, and even a history of the
journals and notes themselves likewise pulled the expedition into sharper
focus. Biographies of Lewis, Clark, Sacagawea, and a few other members of
the corps also appeared. Donald Jackson's masterful Letters ofthe Lewis and
Clark Expedition (1962; reprint, 1978) set the stage for a thorough reinvestigation of the expedition's history and heralded new assessments of its significance. James P. Ronda's Lewis and Clark Among the Indians (1978) was a
path-breaking reappraisal of the expedition's interactions-positive and
negative-with Native peoples.
Eleven years before the appearance of Ronda's book, with a growing number of scholars mining the Corps of Discovery, Donald Jackson had issued a
call for a comprehensive and reliable version of the journals. A decade later,
the Center for Great Plains Studies at the University of Nebraska hired Jackson to initiate contacts with manuscript repositories and prepare a proposal
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to fund production of the journals. In 1979 the publishing program commenced, initially financed by the National Endowment for the Humanities,
the University of Nebraska Press, the Center for Great Plains Studies, and the
American Philosophical Society in Philadelphia, which houses much of the
surviving Lewis and Clark materials.
Informed scholars are uniformly delighted with this new edition. But
scholars are by no means the only Lewis and Clark fans, and most readers
cannot afford the hefty price tag for the thirteen-volume hardbound set. In
order to serve the broadest possible readership, the University of Nebraska
Press is marketing two other versions of the journals. The paperback version
of the Definitive Journals of Lewis and Clark features seven core volumes by
Lewis and Clark. Also available are three additional paperback volumes presenting the journals of Sergeants John Ordway, Charles Floyd, and Patrick
Gass, along with the journal of Private Joseph Whitehouse. The remarkably
inexpensive hardbound single-volume abridg~ment, An American Epic of
Discovery: The Lewis and Clark Journals, skillfully distills the accounts of
Lewis and Clark with other journalists among the Corps of Discovery. It also
includes editor Gary Moulton's succinct introduction to the expedition and
his evaluation of its significance. Additionally, the University of Nebraska
Press recently launched a website that currently features about two hundred
pages from the journals. Designed to serve students and educators, the press
plans eventually to place the entirety of the journals online at http://
lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu.
Lewis, Clark, and the Corps of Discovery fascinate many Americans, but
why do they capture the American imagination? With the expedition's bicentennial looming, we may anticipate a pop-culture Lewis and Clark blitz
in every town along Lewis and Clark's path from Washington, D. C., to Astoria.
Will the real significance of the Corps of Discovery be lost amid the "historical" pageantry of the very celebrations designed to commemorate it?
Why should Americans care about Lewis and Clark? There are several good
reasons.
Jefferson had hoped, vainly it turned out, that the expedition's findings
would self-evidently proclaim that the United States had earned a place in
the world oflegitimate science, and thus vindicate his "vast enterprise" in the
public mind. Sadly, this scenario was not to be, for the nation seemed scarcely
aware of the expedition just a few years after its return. Even in Jefferson's day,
his political opponents lost no opportunity to diminish the importance or
ridicule the findings of Lewis and Clark's western tour. And no version of the
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journals since the 1814 Biddle edition was able to transform fully public
opinion on the corps' significance.
Until now, that is. This new edition positively brims with restrained editorial annotations illuminating every aspect of the journey and those who
made it. No other version has included a comparable treasure trove of ethnographic material, biographical and geographical detail, or scientific data.
No one will need to read the set from cover to cover to discover compelling
proof that Lewis and Clark were scientists and supremely capable leaders.
For the first time, thanks to the synoptic index, anyone interested in the
expedition can cull information on hundreds of topics. Historians, linguists,
ethnologists, botanists, zoologists, climatologists, and other researchers now
possess a fine-grained sieve to winnow the wealth of information buried in
the journals. As just one example, perusal of the entries under "traps" discloses forty-four references. Many entries simply indicate that "some men"
set traps for beavers and otters; others specifically name George Drouillard,
John Colter, and William Brattan as trappers. No orders for traps are among
official invoices for supplies; so it seems that some recruits carried traps on
the voyage and thus "moon-lighted" as fur hunters. One entry tells us that,
during May 1806, while at "Camp Chopunnish" in present-day Idaho, some
men fashioned sewing awls from beaver-trap chain links to trade for camas
roots with some Chopunnish, or Nez Perce, people. The true gem under this
topic, however, is Lewis's meticulously rendered recipe for concocting "beaver medicine." Prepared from various spices mixed with beaver musk glands,
this powerful attractant was applied to a willow or aspen twig placed upright
in a streambed over a set trap. A crucial element in successful trapping, this
early nineteenth-century bait was never better described.
The popular-culture interpretation ofwestern American history is heavily
freighted with myth, and it is no surprise that writers identify a bifurcated
image of Lewis and Clark wherein "actuality" and "mythology" seem to be
locked in contention. In the mythic version, the Corps of Discovery strode
herolike, constantly encountering- practically creating- new vistas ofwonder and promise with every step, seeing everything with the original "eyes of
discovery." Their story seems a chronicle of continuous "firsts," punctuated
with sufficient danger to keep it interesting. By contrast, the actualities ofthat
story are more ambiguous and more thought provoking.
Although they garner the lion's share ofour expeditionary attention, Lewis
and Clark were not the first White men to reach the Pacific Ocean, and they
did not make their way unaided. Countless Indians along the route provided
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invaluable assistance, and the race to the Pacific had been won a decade
earlier by the Nor'Wester, Alexander McKenzie. The corps failed to discover
the postulated North American "height of land" dividing the waters of East
and West, for it existed only in men's minds. Lewis and Clark found no "River
ofthe West" that would have made the "Passage to India" a relatively simple
matter of crossing from the headwaters of the Missouri River to those of one
that fell into the Pacific, for there is none.
Their interactions with Indians did not go smoothly in some cases, and
such elements of Indian policy that did emerge from the expedition's negotiations were of little consequence. The Corps of Discovery included the
young Shoshone named Sacagawea, one of the most famous Indian women
in U.S. history. Important as she was to the expedition, Sacagawea's significance has been much inflated in the public mind. Bernard DeVoto wrote
many years ago-and it might still be so-that some Americans believe
"Lewis, Clark, and their command were privileged to assist in the Sacajawea
[sic] Expedition."l
The expedition's roster also included John Colter and George Drouillard,
both of whom became prominent players in the early western American fur
trade and are the subjects ofgood biographies. But the corps consisted largely
of men about whom so little is known that they remain mere shadows in the
expeditionary narrative. No more may be possible, for Moulton and his fellow experts have digested everything now known about the expedition's
members.
Lewis and Clark led just one ofseveral Jeffersonian expeditions, and each
of their counterparts enjoyed some success. Their southwestern analog was
Lt. Zebulon Montgomery Pike, whose party crossed the southern plains, explored portions of the Rocky Mountains, and traversed much of northern
Mexico during 1806-1807. Pike was no fool, but as Donald Jackson noted,
"Most of his luck was bad," and several factors tarnished his legacy. For one
thing, Pike wandered into Spanish country and was detained as a trespasser;
so W. Eugene Hollon dubbed him the "Lost Pathfinder" in a 1949 biography.
Pike's reputation also suffered from his association with the Early Republic's
leading scoundrel, Maj. Gen. James Wilkinson, and his alleged links to the
"Burr Conspiracy" that unfolded in 1807.
Zebulon Pike died from a powder-magazine explosion in 1813, while he
campaigned in Canada during the War of 1812, and was thus denied the
chance to defend his name. In 1845 a fire destroyed Pike's home and contents
including his letters and papers, making a final historical assessment of his
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life impossible. Thomas Jefferson did not initiate Pike's expedition, but like
the Lewis and Clark Expedition it involved inventorying resources, recording scientific data, mapping waterways, and locating and making peace with
Indian nations ostensibly under U.S. jurisdiction after the Louisiana Purchase. Donald Jackson, who studied both Pike and Lewis and Clark, placed
him in the second rank of explorers, noting, "Pike's description of the blacktailed prairie dog was his main contribution to natural history."2 By contrast
Lewis and Clark left a multitude of records, and they identified approximately 120 animal and more than 200 plant species unknown to Euroamerican scientists.
Pike recorded reliable information about Indians he encountered, and
the story of his party's difficulties and its detention by Spanish authorities
infuses his narrative with some dramatic tension, but the record of his journey simply lacks the allure that draws readers to Lewis and Clark. Pike battled
no grizzly bears; he braved no waters as threatening as the Missouri; he
crossed no major ranges of the "Shining Mountains"; his party mustered no
Sacagawea, York, or "Pompey," and he did not reach the western margin of
the continent. Lewis and Clark's Corps of Discovery did all of these things,
and they did so with little hint of failure. Furthermore, as James Ronda has
noted, following a series of shakedown exercises and some stern disciplining
between Wood River and Fort Mandan, the two captains forged the obstreperous individuals comprising the Corps of Discovery into a "band of brothers" warmly united by shared hardships and comforts. By contrast Pike was
saddled with a disparate group that included men who were essentially covert agents with secret agendas. Little in the way of brotherly camaraderie
emerges from a reading of Pike's narrative.
Other Jeffersonian expeditions probed the Southwest, too. William Dunbar
examined the Ouachita River in 18°5, and the Thomas Freeman-Peter Custis
party investigated part of the Red River in 1806, but Spanish soldiers intercepted it in Texas. When Stephen H. Long, an army topographical engineer
and arguably the last Jeffersonian explorer, toured the upper Arkansas River
in 1820, he carried a copy of Pike's published journal. Long's party, the first
U.S. expedition to enlist trained specialists, included three scientists and a
landscape painter. By the 1840S, however, westering Americans traversing the
nascent Oregon-California Trail embraced a new avatar, John Charles
Fremont, the "Pathfinder" whose heavily publicized expeditions-and fameeclipsed those of his predecessors. And so the legacy of the Jeffersonian expeditions dimmed amid the hurly-burly of midcentury expansionism.
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Today, historians concede that Lewis and Clark's Corps of Discovery succeeded like no other government-sponsored expedition in early U.S. history.
But Lewis and Clark's stQry has also become a hallowed chapter in our national mythology, and devotees of that myth will probably not be swayed by
cranky scholars who grumble about the story's shaky historical foundations.
In all likelihood, the popular view of Lewis and Clark as heroic leaders of a
highly romanticized endeavor will endure. To some Americans, the Corps
of Discovery affirms admirable aspects of our national character, like rugged
individualism, hardy adventurousness, and an irresistible urge to discover
what lies beyond the horizon. The tale of those roughly thirty, mostly unknowable "Americans" (several among the corps were French Canadians)
who trekked to the Pacific seems comparable to the adventures of Odysseus
and his cohorts.
Perhaps our reverence for the Corps of Discovery helps satisfy a collective
need to fashion a heroic ancestral past for a people whose national history
only began about two centuries ago. If Washington and the other founders
gave us the Revolution and the Constitution, then Lewis and Clark gave us
the Great West. Perhaps, too, the very anonymity of the Corps of Discovery
allows the public to make of the enterprise whatever it wishes. Their story is,
after all, the property of all Americans, and it is worth noting that the corps'
journals also qualify as "real" early American literature. The Corps of Discovery's transcontinental "road-trip," the first recorded in American history,
marked out imaginative compass points that guided many writers. George
Douglas Brewerton, Lewis H. Garrard, Charles F. Lummis, Jack London,
Jack Kerouac, Ken Kesey, and Hunter S. Thompson all fit within the cultural
and literary tradition of "road-trippers."
Whether readers seek a rousing good tale, credible scientific data, or
penetrating glimpses into early western America, The Journals of the Lewis
and Clark Expedition offers limitless vistas. This splendid new edition guarantees that the story of Lewis, Clark, and the Corps of Discovery will continue to enthrall and inform Americans for a long time. In March 1814, upon
publication of the first edition, Nicholas Biddle had assured William Clark
that "Henceforward you may sleep upon your fame which must last as long
as books can endure." Biddle's promise has at last been redeemed, and
Jefferson would applaud the results. The University of Nebraska Press and the
Center for Great Plains Studies richly deserve the cheers of all historically
minded Americans for shepherding this project to completion. So do the
many scholars who assisted Gary Moulton in his editorial work. As well,
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scholars and the public owe a debt of gratitude to those entities, public and
private, that helped fund this enormously costly undertaking. The result, I
am pleased to report, is one of the preeminent literary-historical milestones
of our time.
Notes
Bernard DeVoto, The Course of Empire (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1952), 478,
quoted in Gary L. Moulton, "On Reading Lewis and Clark: The Last Twenty Years,"
in James P. Ronda, ed., Voyages of Discovery: Essays on the Lewis and Clark (Helena: Montana Historical Society Press, 1998), 287.
2. Donald Jackson, ed., The Journals of Zebulon Montgomery Pike, with Letters and
Related Documents, 2 vols. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1966). The
quotation is taken from the caption to the illustration following p.82 in vol.l.
1.
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Religion in the Modem American West. By Ferenc Morton Szasz. (Tucson:
University ofArizona Press, 2000. xviii + 249 pp. Halftones, notes, bibliogra-

phy, index. $35.00 cloth, ISBN 0-8165-1476-3.)
As the strongest devotees of the new regionalism argue, there is no single
American West but there are American "Wests." These many "ecological
subregions" have connections to the larger patterns of the United States east
of the Mississippi, and their development was heavily dependent on transfusions of eastern technology and money. However, these regionalists insist
that the West is "different." Social and cultural institutions transplanted from
east to west or from abroad change when they enter this new geographical
and cultural space. Religious institutions and movements are no exception
to this rule.
In this disarmingly short and concisely written book, Ferenc Morton Szasz
has put his methodological arms around the medley of human religious impulses that have taken root and flourished in the American West. Religion in
the Modem American West wisely limits itself to the religious developments
of the twentieth century. However, even within the limits of that chronological time frame, Szasz has done a mountain of research that is belied by the
brevity of the book. His research has brought him to the religious rituals of
small towns in Wyoming and Oregon and to the drug cults of California and
New Mexico, and caused him to revisit the old familiar ground of Catholic
missions and Lutheran outposts. With singular clarity Szasz lays before the
reader a panorama of western religious expressions and institutions.
The text is divided into recognizable chronological sections, each one
with distinctive themes: the nature of western religion(s); special themes
such as urbanlrural variations; and public controversies related to religion.
Religious personalities of each epoch are given a fair and fascinating treatment: Here one takes delightful detours into the lives and careers of prominent figures such as Foursquare Church founder Aimee Semple McPherson
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and faith-healer/televangelist Oral Roberts. Szasz is at his best when he is
explaining the variety of religious experiences in the small western cities.
Hence, we hear much of the Catholic cathedral of St. Mary in Cheyenne,
Wyoming, or of religious rituals in Kadoka, South Dakota. These vignettes
alone are wortj-l the price of the book.
Szasz wisely does not ignore the extent to which western religions participated in all national religious trends. However, he is intent on accentuating
the religious singularity of the region. For example, Szasz notes that Catholicism and Mormonism, two dominant religious traditions that struggled in the
East, gain a great deal of traction in the West. By contrast, mainline Protestantism, the dominant religious tradition of the eastern states, struggles to
maintain its own. In the West, the religious traditions of Japan and China
flourish along with the belief systems of the Indian subcontinent. He writes
ofthe popularity ofyoung maharajahs in Oregon and provides a western context for the shocking fanaticism of the Jim Jones suicide cult and the frightening world of White supremacist religion. These religious trends seem to
flourish on western soil and are nearly totally absent on the East Coast.
Szasz's book breaks new ground in the historiography of American religion and of the West. His work departs from the standard histories that begin
the story of American religion in New England and that move it steadily to
the Pacific Coast and beyond. Szasz's narrative uses a new geographical and
cultural context, and tells a unique story-one quite different from the stories of Pilgrims and Puritans, of Quakers and Irish Catholics.
Perhaps the single most important dimension of this work is its role in
writing religion into the larger cultural history of the American West-a
field of study that has recently been dominated by the triad of race, class,
and gender as its controlling paradigm. Szasz proceeds from the assumption that some form of religious expression plays a significant part in the life
of many westerners. He alerts serious observers of Western cultural and
social development of the need to pay attention to the churches that dot the
landscape of city and rural areas, to religious cults and celebrations that
mark the passing of time and the major moments oflife, and to the religious
phenomena that have helped to define the meridian of life in the American West. Religious leaders, he argues, have often been people of prominence and wealth in western communities-and sometimes magnets for
the relocation of entire communities to the West Coast. It would be hard
to understand properly the history of Utah without some sympathetic understanding of the varieties of Mormonism. It would likewise be difficult to
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explain the culture of the American Southwest without some appreciation
of the world of Spanish Catholicism.
But at the same time Szasz also challenges religious historians to avoid
narrow denominational history or an exclusive focus on Christianity if they
hope to understand the religious world of the American West. He likewise
insists that religious development goes hand in hand with social, economic,
and cultural change. Religion does not exist in some sort of hermetically
sealed creedal container; it shapes and is shaped by the forces external to it.
Although many good books have been written on the religious history of
the American West, Szasz has produced the first major synthesis of these
important social and cultural movements in the region. His work sets the
methodological standards for anyone who will have the talent and resources
to write an even fuller account of this important aspect of American social
and cultural history. Szasz is now the "Dean" of the religious history of the
American West.
Steven M. Avella
Marquette University

Culture in the American Southwest: The Earth, the Sky, the People. By Keith
L. BryantJr. Tarleton State University Southwestern Studies in the Humanities, no. 12. (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 2001. 379 pp. Halftones, notes, bibliography, index. $34.95 cloth, ISBN 0-89096-948-5.)
People love to imagine lines on the land, some wag once put it, and then
they love to imagine that the lines are real. In this aspect, no other region of
the United States is drawn with such various geographical dimensions as the
"Southwest." D. W. Meinig's classic focus on the upper Rio Grande basin is
thus dwarfed by the regional expansiveness recently devised by the National
Endowment for the Humanities, other compasses falling anywhere in between. In Culture in the American Southwest, Keith L. Bryant's boundary line
is also extensive, running along the entire length ofthe U.S.-Mexican border,
diagonally to Houston, up to Dallas and Tulsa, west to Oklahoma City, northwesterly to Colorado Springs, and sloping down to Los Angeles.
Bryant opens his book by stating that the vast area within these Widely
spaced urban brackets has given forth a "true" culture region originating in
a commonality of identity among its inhabitants-despite past and continuing variation-and leading to a culture that "became an ordering principle
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of the Southwest" (p. 7). Bryant sings the familiar and rather romantic refrain
that the earth and sky, as manifested so distinctively in the Southwest, have
given form and shape to this "culture."
One might ask whether the earth and sky really appear so uniformly across
such dramatic topographical distinctions as the Great Plains, two different
oceanic coastlines, the southern Rockies, the Sonoran Desert, and Death
Valley. Moreover, why is Los Angeles in the Southwest and not, say, Santa
Barbara? More to the point are Bryant's own contradicting observations, especially his oft-mentioned fact that much in the development of Anglo culture in the Southwest has involved no special adaptation to the earth and sky,
but a determination to replicate the community and culture of the Midwest
and East, not to mention European standards.
It is not Bryant's aim, however, to demonstrate his claim of cultural unity.
Simply assuming it, the book's overall contribution is a compendium of the
way architecture, crafts, literature, painting, and theater have been constructed
in generations of social change in his idiosyncratic Southwest. Bryant's gift
is for abstracting the character of place, time, and group based on a mass of
secondary material that has accumulated in the localities he has chosen to
examine. Chapter 1, "Cultures and Conquests," offers a panoramic view of
pre-American history. A sweeping narrative nicely identifies the timing of
cultural transformation across the centuries among the Pueblos, other settled
tribes, and the many mobile bands. The account of the Spanish and Mexican political and economic imposition onto the lands of indigenous peoples
provides a graphic picture of distinct and intertwined constructions of lore,
religious icons, costuming, jewelry, and dwellings.
The seven remaining chapters trace out the remarkable development of
Anglo middle-class cultural institutions in the internal urban centersPasadena, Tucson, Phoenix, Las Vegas (N.Mex. but not Nev.), Albuquerque,
El Paso, Austin, and San Antonio-as well as those that ring the boundary.
A major thrust is thus to note when and by whom "high-brow" culturearchitecture, opera houses, symphony orcheshas, theaters, and art museumswere institutionalized. Consistent attention is also paid to actual creative
works of literature, sculpture, painting, and music composition including
those of Hispanics and Native Americans. The inventory includes biographical sketches of key artists, architects, civic volunteers, and benefactors.
Chapter 2, "The Importation of Anglo Culture, 1850-19°0," tells of the
rooting ofAmerican literature, theater, and architecture in the region. Americanization was pushed by droves ofaggressive, risk-taking Anglos coming from
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elsewhere, especially the Midwest. The imported architectures were often accompanied by disdain ofthe rough-hewn native Hispanic buildings. An instantaneous culture followed on the urbanization of a frontier facilitated by the
arrival of the railroad. Foreign immigrants, merchants, bankers, real-estate
agents, tourism developers, farmers, and ranchers backed the crystallization of
the cultural domain. The very title of the chapter signals how much settlers
worked to bring familiar cultural forms with them to the Southwest.
Each of the remaining chapters is rather arbitrarily devoted to a twentyyear span. The narrative becomes a veritable who's who of cultural development in a long list of urban sites. The years 1900 to 1920 involved national
figures-Zane Grey, Mary Austin, Willa Cather, Frank Lloyd Wright, Georgia O'Keefe - along with a great many local entrepreneurs who fostered the
arts. Women were most responsible for building art museums and other
cultural institutions. Southwestern art began to have a national impact, an important development because of the inferiority complex that afflicted southwesterners vis-a.-vis national and international aesthetics.
Southwestern readers will readily recognize the buildings, museums, and
other cultural institutions in their hometowns. Bryant provides a guideline
to the various aesthetics-modernism, postimpressionism, etc.-that came
to inhabit once peripheral landscapes. Stories of cultural development in
modern urban settings are set next to interesting accounts of the "Kiowa
School" of Native American art in Oklahoma and "The Studio" style developed by Native American artists in Santa Fe. In a chronological format, the
descriptions skip along from site to site, sometimes looping back again as a
particular topic changes. Just enough comparison and contrast is provided to
suggest general patterns of cultural development across a vast canvas. The
Little Theater is thus noted as a translocal movement.
A booming World War II economy caused another leap of artistic development. Paradoxical observations are that war and postwar expansion linked
the region and solidified "a southwestern identification" (p. 171), and that
"the regional distinctiveness waned as the Southwest became more fully integrated into the national culture" (p. 172). Old and new generations of architects contributed to a shifting urban landscape while writers and painters
reconstructed a preindustrial Southwest.
Houston, Los Angeles, San Diego, and Dallas blossomed into cultural
centers of international renown between 1960 and 1980, while midsized cities developed classy cultural scenes of their own. Skyscrapers became the
common denominator along with a desire to preserve traditional forms. Native
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American artists rejected "Bambi art," exploring new forms of modernism to
portray their cultures, and Native American novelists rose to prominence.
Mexican American writers, painters, sculptors, and playwrights, prompted by
the Chicano movement and a burgeoning immigrant sector, came into their
own. African American artists also made marks. An ecological literature
sprouted among talented Anglo writers, as did a new urban genre. The ballet was popularized throughout the Southwest.
The financial collapse of the 1980s-199os caused a minor setback, butthe
economy quickly recovered and cultural activity expanded to produce new
opera houses, museums, and literature. Austin, Fort Worth, San Antonio, and
other cities were transformed by a postmodem architecture. Popular-art collections grew to be among the most valuable in the world. Grand concert halls
were built in Houston, Dallas, Forth Worth, and Los Angeles, while theater
in other places flourished with a vengeance. We are told of the real people
who were responsible for these developments. Southwest culture attained a
"universal" stature, Bryant states, "but its roots remained southwestern" (p.
276). This is the closest that he comes to providing an analytical definition of
"culture in the American Southwest." As linear history, this is a saga that has
yet to conclude. The book simply stops with a perfunctory comment on the
meaning of culture.
Phillip B. Gonzales
University ofNew Mexico

Healing Ways: Navajo Health Care in the Twentieth Century. By Wade Davies.
(Albuquerque: University ofNew Mexico Press, 2001. xv + 248 pp. Halftones,
maps, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $39-95 cloth, ISBN 0-8263-2276-x.)
We now have two books tracing the history of medical practice in Navajo
country. The first, Robert Trennert's White Man's Medicine: Government
Doctors and the Navajos, 1863-1955 (1998), deals with the period during
which federally provided health care was an adjunct of U.S. Indian policy.
It also provides an administrative history that includes a discussion of advances in medical knowledge and treatments.
Davies's book deals with the entire twentieth century and devotes more
attention to the relationships-in both conflict and cooperation-between
the practitioners ofWestem medicine and those of Navajo traditional curing.
It further traces the gradual and still far from complete development of
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acceptance and respect between the two means of treatment for the ill and
injured, doing so in a commendably even-handed manner. Davies considers conflicting factors, cultural, scientific, administrative, political, and demographic, raising important questions for future scholars.
The first chapter provides a brief description of traditional Navajo ways of
curing, followed by two chapters that overlap the period covered by Trennert's
book. The remainder of the book focuses on the latter part of the century
when the U.S. Public Health Service was charged with meeting the federal
responsibilities for Indian health. The book deals with more than just government programs, describing, if sometimes briefly, the medical efforts of various Christian missionaries, the one community hospital that grew out of a
mission hospital, the growth of the Native American Church (NAC) as a
source ofspiritual healing, and the difficulties of providing adequate training
for Native practitioners. Also noted is the role of anthropologists in helping
the Navajos gain acceptance of their own ways and the internal dispute over
acceptance of the NAC.
The most serious controversies, however, have been those involving support of federal programs. These include the failure of the government to
provide the necessary medical resources for Indian boarding schools. The
construction ofstate-of-the-art hospitals followed by the government's refusal
to fund fully their operation at capacity, and the tendency of officials to promise more than Congress has been willing to deliver or to obfuscate the implications of complex laws.
Despite the lack of trust brought about by great cultural differences, simple
misunderstandings, and inept diplomacy (the latter augmented by the impacts
of national political currents), many people have dedicated their careers to
improving the health ofthe Navajos both through preventive measures and the
treatment of disorders. Davies chronicles their successes and failures with insightful clarity. Perhaps most notable is the increase of Navajo names in the
health industry as the century grows older-Navajos as nurses, as doctors, as
scientists, as administrators, and as those who formulate policies and programs
and win their acceptance.
Progress has been uneven and far slower than it could have been. But only
by knowing long-term trends, complete with setbacks, can the accomplishments of all, Navajos and non-Navajos, be appreciated. Healing Ways makes
possible that appreciation and hope for the future as well.
David M. Brugge
Albuquerque, New Mexico
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Native Peoples ofthe Southwest. By Trudy Griffin-Pierce. (Albuquerque: University ofNew Mexico Press, 2000. xv + 439 pp. Halftones, map, bibliography,
index. $49.95 cloth, ISBN 0-8263-19°7-6, $24.95 paper, ISBN 0-826 3-19°8-4.)
The cultural diversity of the Southwest, rich and dynamic, deserves written works that reflect its uniqueness. Native Peoples ofthe Southwest is the
latest effort to compress the immensity of southwestern cultures into one
work. The selection of cultures reflects the various cultural adaptations to the
geography ofthe Southwest. University-level instructors who struggle to identifY a comprehensive text for their courses on the Southwest will be pleased
with this release. Griffin-Pierce writes with a clarity that makes reading the
book fun.
The text is comprised of three sections arranged by cultural adaptations.
The sections include village, rancherian, and foraging cultures. A short introduction and a chapter that sets the stage for the following chapters precede
the main sections. The cultural sections offer coverage from the prehistory
ofthe selected cultures to contemporary issues facing modern Native peoples.
It is obvious that Griffin-Pierce collaborated with the people about whom she
writes. Their issues and voices emerge from the pages, adding credibility to
the work. Some of these voices are heard in the numerous sidebars that accompany the main text. Surprisingly, the sidebars do not detract from the
flow of information but rather create interconnectedness and relevance.
This text undoubtedly contributes to the scholarship ofthe Southwest. Of
utmost importance are the Native impressions that Griffin-Pierce includes
in the text and that reveal how indigenous peoples have managed to retain
their cultural integrity in the face of constant assimilation. One ofthe reasons
for this persistence is a concerted effort to hang on to their languages. Each
chapter includes brief discussions of Native languages and their significance
to world views and cosmology that act as the backbone of culture. The point
that language is extremely significant to cultural vitality would have been
made stronger if Griffin-Pierce had taken more space in the introductory
chapter to make this argument. Instead, only two and one-half pages are devoted to this most important concept.
In the introductory chapter Griffin-Pierce suggests that it is important to
her to "convey a sense of the region," but to my disappointment she does not
include more portraits of cultures south ofthe U.S.-Mexican border beside the
Yaqui. By doing so she truly would have conveyed a sense of the region many
refer to as the Greater Southwest or Arid North America. The uninformed
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reader will remain ignorant of Native cultures lying just below the border. In
addition Griffin-Pierce offers no definition ofwhat constitutes the Southwest.
Such an explanation would then help her to avoid criticism that she excluded
southern cultures.
Despite the few drawbacks this text is an important contribution to knowledge of Southwest indigenous cultures mainly for its inclusion of contemporary issues facing Native peoples. I would use this text in my introductory
Southwest class.
Enrique Salmon
Fort Lewis College

The Five Crows Ledger: Biographic Warrior Art of the Flathead Indians. By
James D. Keyser. (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 2000. x + 105 pp.
12 color plates, 49 halftones, map, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95 cloth,
ISBN 0-87480-659-3.)
This small but important volume publishes for the first time a series of
Native American drawings from the 1840S. Created by two Flathead artists,
the pen and ink drawings on paper were annotated by Jesuit father PierreJean De Smet. From his commentary the identity of the artist responsible for
eleven of the thirteen drawings is certain while the creator of the remaining
two is not. Five Crows, also known by his baptismal name Ambrose, was a
second chief of the Flatheads, and the drawings attributed to him detail his
battle exploits against a variety of enemies. Keyser suggests that the second
artist was Adolphe, also a Flathead chief and Ambrose's contemporary.
Bringing his background in rock art studies to the analysis, Keyser attempts
to link the drawings to rock art in an evolutionary scheme. In doing so he discusses the ways that representations of generally static single figures, often
assumed to be ceremonial, became the more action-oriented depictions of
battle that ultimately found their way onto hides and then onto pieces ofpaper.
Generically referred to as ledger art because accountants' ledgers frequently
provided the paper for such images, these types of drawings are well known
from the second half of the nineteenth century but relatively rare from the
first half. Thus, the publication ofthe Five Crows ledger, despite the fact that
it contains only thirteen pages of drawings, is historically significant.
The author uses De Smet's records and those of other early artists who
traveled in the region to build his case for the identity of the artists and
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potential influences. The volume reproduces each drawing, complete with
De Smet's commentary as well as expanded interpretations by Keyser. If the
volume errs, it is in trying to do far too much in so few pages, for Keyser also
explores what he terms the "lexicon" or vocabulary of warrior imagery. Occasionally, the author slips into value judgments by calling such art "primitive"
and lauding Five Crows over the second artist who is "sloppy" by comparison.
Keyser seems to want both artists to fit into some precise category and fails to
credit individual experimentation and invention as factors in the creation of
such drawings. It almost seems that Native artists were not allowed to varythat, if some horses were depicted without all of their hooves, the artist "forgot" them. The assumption that every detail needs to be consistent for such
drawings to be finished and "refined" is an unfortunate one.
The author also enters, if only briefly, an argument about whether the
Flatheads should be considered part of the Plains or Plateau. They shared,
in fact, aspects ofboth regions, and the necessity of recognizing that "culture
areas" are arbitrary definitions imposed by anthropologists over groups of
people who varied one from another needs to be kept firmly in mind.
Joyce Szabo
University of New Mexico

Captured in the Middle: Tradition and Experience in Contemporary Native
American Writing. By Sidner Larson. (Seattle: University ofWashington Press,
2000.183 pp. Notes, bibliography, index. $27.95 cloth,

ISBN

0-295-979°4-6.)

Sidner Larson describes Native Americans as postapocalyptic people. He
argues that Native peoples have survived through storytelling and that storytelling is also the vehicle through which they can "imagine a better future"
(p. 18). Larson uses what he terms postapocalypse theory- "Keatsian negative capability, the unification of past/present/future, and principles of selfefficacy" (p. 19)-as a way to advance the mired discourse of contemporary
Native American literary criticism. He believes that contemporary Native
American literary criticism is stalled by essentialized views/presentations of
Native peoples by both Native and non-Native scholars, by issues of the "authenticity" both of the author and their experiences, and by structural analysis that cannot adequately accommodate Native narrative devices. Among the
latter is the conscious omission or "leaving out" that Larson discusses in reference to the works of Louise Erdrich and James Welch. Additionally, he
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addresses the limitations of the current practice of literary criticism to privilege "high" language over lower forms such as community gossip, current
family stories, and other such "lower" forms of storytelling from which Native peoples draw identity.
Larson also argues that the strategic use of autobiography by Native writers is not fully appreciated within the framework of current Native literary
criticism. The power that form has to transcend mainstream literary and cultural paradigms is further illustrated in how Larson constructs his text. He
weaves elements of autobiography into this text, simultaneously creating an
indigenous ethos and demonstrating how pragmatism is necessary in Native
intellectual discourse. Pragmatism plays an important role in Larson's third
principle of postapocalypse theory in that Native sources should be the basis
of contemporary Native American criticism while the work of Native writers
should reflect real experiences. Consequently, Larson demonstrates not only
through his literary analysis of Deloria, Erdrich, and Welch but also through
the structure ofhis text the efficacy ofpostapocalypse theory in advancing the
stalled discourse of contemporary Native American literary criticism.
The strength of Captured in the Middle lies in the applicability of Larson's
theoretical model to other areas of Native studies-especially fields that are
grounded in structuralists models. Larson negotiates highly politicized issues
such as authenticity, urban/reservation identity issues, and a critique of ethnic studies programs. He does this in a seemingly objective rhetorical style
that, through the inclusion of autobiographical elements, simultaneously
acknowledges the inherent subjectivity of intellectual discourse and his
position as a member of the larger Native community (specifically as a mixedblood Gros Ventre). Ultimately, Larson urges both scholars and authors to be
attentive to the Native communities that they write about and serve, suggesting that Native peoples should have a voice in the discourse-in this case as
authors, scholars, and audience. Larson is not suggesting that non-Native
people be excluded but that Native experience offers a valuable perspective
in the·discourse and useful models for negotiating larger national and international cultural issues.
Jennifer c. Vigil
University ofIowa

210 ~

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 78, NUMBER 2

Indian Gaming: Tribal Sovereignty and American Politics. By W. Dale Mason. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2000. xii + 330 pp. Halftones,
maps, tables, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth, ISBN 0-80613213-2, $19.95 paper, ISBN 0-8061-3 260-4-)
Political scientists in general have paid little attention to American Indians
because of their historic lack of power and political clout, but Indian gaming
is beginning to change that situation. Mason, a political scientist at the University of New Mexico in Gallup, investigates gaming as a legal and political
development in its own right, but uses gaming to address larger questions concerning the status ofIndian tribes in the American political system. At root is
the fundamental issue ofIndian sovereignty and the conflict between federal,
state, and tribal governments over who really controls Indian Country.
Mason begins with two background chapters on American Indian policy
and the emergence oflegalized Indian gaming after 1979. The first charts the
legal status ofIndians as semisovereign nations (one can quibble with his take
thattribal political status is "anomalous" and ofconcern in the presentpluralistic society). The second is a detailed discussion of court cases and the emergence of the 1988 Indian Gaming and Regulatory Act (IGRA). Mason points
. out that both states and tribes wanted Congress to pass gaming legislation and
that each side, unhappily, got what it wanted: the IGRA compromise diminished tribal sovereignty by allowing states some control over gaming yet assured Indians the rights to conduct gaming enterprises. Instead of settling an
issue that had been playing itself out in the courts, IGRA expanded the opportunity for conflict through litigation, lobbying, interest-group coalitions,
and elections-processes central to policy theorists.
Mason offers two case studies of how these processes unfolded between
states and tribes under IGRA. Chapters 3 and 4 describe the political sophistication of New Mexico's twenty-two federally recognized tribes and the way
that they coordinated their litigation, lobbying, and electoral efforts to obtain
gaming compacts between 1983 and 1996. Their unity, an effective and flexible multitier lobbying effort, their historic influence in the state, and the
financial resources that they brought to bear as gaming became entangled in
partisan politics helped them leverage an acceptable gaming compact. On
the other hand, chapter 5 illustrates why Oklahoma tribes have been less
successful. Mason details their historic cultural differences, lack of political
unity, and the problem of defining "Indian Country" in a state with such a
confused property history. Unlike the broad approach used by New Mexico
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tribes, Oklahoma tribes individually focused all their efforts in the courts.
This tactic allowed the state political establishment (aided by the discretionary authority of U.S. attorneys in Oklahoma) to keep the tribes tied up in endless strings of litigation while legislators enacted laws to limit gaming.
Although dealing with very contemporary events, Mason's book clearly
demonstrates how the past and present are inextricably linked by legal and
policy decisions. His internal discussions of policy and decision making, conflict resolution, and interest-group-dynamics models are fascinating but geared
toward political scientists. This book is important reading for policymakers and
tribes, and serves as a solid foundation for further studies into the expanding
cultural and economic significance of Indian gaming.
David Rich Lewis
Utah State University

The Changing Presentation of the American Indian: Museums and Native
Cultures. Edited by W. Richard West, et al. (Seattle: University ofWashing~
ton Press, in association with the National Museum of the American Indian,
Smithsonian Institution, 2000. 118 pp. Halft~nes, map, appendixes, notes,
bibliography, index. $25.00 cloth, ISBN 0-295-97781-7.)
The central theme of this collection of essays is collaboration between
museum curators and Native Americans. The need for collaboration is demonstrated by Evan M. Mauer's historical overview of the representations of
Native Americans from 1500 to the present. Director ofthe Minneapolis Institute for the Arts, Mauer traces the portrayals ofIndians as either exotic curiosities or scientific objects, concluding that a cooperative relationship between
Native Americans and museum curators will hopefully produce new and more
effective ways of representing Indian cultures. Comanche James D. Nason,
American Indian Studies director at the University of Washington, criticizes
mainstream museums for presenting Native American cultures as relics of the
past. He believes collaboration with Indian people will produce new paradigms
that can make connections between the past and present.
David Penney, a non-Indian curator at the Detroit Institute of Arts, perceptively analyzes how Euroamerican tropes have historically shaped museum representations of Native Americans. He claims to understand Native
Americans' desires to use new types of exhibitions that subvert the dominant
tropes and promote social change, but he implies that Indians do not fully
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understand how to accomplish this challenge in ways mainstream museum
communities understand. Penney seems reluctant to give up curatorial control in the museum. Michael M. Ames, a non-Indian director of the anthropology museum at the University of British Columbia, also falls short of full
commitment to collaboration in his essay, which focuses strongly on the limitations to its success.
Yet two other essays suggest that collaboration is quite possible and that
radically new ways of representing Native Americans are quite comprehensible. Janice Clements, a board member of her reservation's tribally operated
museum at Warm Springs, Oregon, speaks proudly of community involvement and commitment to the museum, whose main goal is to educate youths
about their cultural heritage. Jocelyn Wedll, the Ojibwe director ofthe Mille
Lacs Indian Museum, cites the museum's goals as correcting Indian stereotypes and demonstrating that their cultures are part of the present and the
past. The museum's exhibits focus on thetheme of resistance, a strong counternarrative to a Eurocentric museum's portrayal of Indian history through
the lens of Manifest Destiny. As Southern Cheyenne W. Richard West, the
founding director ofthe National Museum of the American Indian (NMAI),
observes in an appendix, museums must address the concerns of Native
Americans whose cultures they represent. That shift, which was precipitated
by the foundation of the NMAI and from which there is no turning back,
entails including their voices and perspectives in museum exhibits.
This book should be of great interest to museum curators, both Indian
and non-Indian, as well as anyone interested in the field of Native American
Studies.
Lisa Aldred
Montana State University

Noble, Wretched, and Redeemable: Protestant Missionaries to the Indians in
Canada and the United States, 1820-1900. By C. L. Higham. (Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press; Alberta: University of Calgary Press, 2000.
viii + 283 pp. Halftones, maps, notes, bibliography, indexes. $39.95 cloth, ISBN
0-8263-2165-8. )
Assessing the overall impact of missionaries on Native peoples is not an
easy task, perhaps because the evidence is so contradictory. Some scholars
blame missionaries for introducing diseases, for the loss of Native languages,
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and for contemporary social problems. Others, however, emphasize the missionaries' role in education, in transcribing and thus saving Native languages,
and in serving as "cultural brokers" who fended off drastic shifts in governmental programs.
The New Missionary History, as seen in the works of Mark Banker, Clyde
Ellis, and Susan Yohn, even argues that the missionaries borrowed much
from their charges to become the first "multiculturalists." In this study, C. L.
Higham analyzes the role of the Protestant missionaries in promulgating the
stereotypes of Native peoples over the course of the nineteenth century.
The initial Protestant missionary image of Natives-deriving from Enlightenment writings-depicted them as "noble": representing humankind
before the fall of Adam, people without the strictures of government or the
church. But this image did not long survive, for it failed to explain to various
denominational mission boards why their converts and successes (however
measured) were so few.
By midcentury, the second overlapping image-the downtrodden Nativehad largely replaced the first. As denominational missionary funds began to
dry up, the missionaries turned to the Canadian and American governments
to support their endeavors. In so doing, they became, in effect, low-paid public servants.
Soon, the missionaries discovered that they could draw large crowds on
the lecture circuit with tales of "the savage life." In the process, they gradually sbifted the "wretched" image to that of the "redeemable" Native, if only
they could garner sufficient funds. By the end of the century, the missionaries were also viewed as "experts" on their various tribes, and they frequently
assisted anthropologists or learned societies in gathering data.
Since it treats two nations, eighty years, and several denominations, this
book covers a good deal of comparative historical ground: the role of the Hudson's Bay Company, the Church of England, the Rael Rebellion, the Metis
at Red River, Removal, the American Civil War, Grant's peace policy, the
Dawes Act, post-Civil War Indian battles, and so on. In her comparisons,
Higham disputes the standard view that the Canadian treatment of their First
Nations was more enlightened than the U.S. reservation/military policy. In
spite of diverse political stories, she argues that, whether Canadian or American, the journal entries, articles, and speeches of the Protestant missionaries
were virtually interchangeable: "As far as Protestant missionary experiences
are concerned ... the border between the two countries effectively disappeared by 1880" (p. 214).
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Throughout the book, Higham draws on this commonality to refer to
"missionaries," rather than identifying them by their denominational affiliations (Episcopal, Methodist, Baptist, etc.), although, ironically, she faults
the missionaries themselves for constantly referring to generalized "Indians"
(rather than Cree, Sioux, Nez Perce, etc.).
In essence, this book is a solid comparative intellectual history ofthe Protestant clergy's role in creating the shifting images of Native peoples, many of
which, for better or worse,. are still with us today.
Ferenc M. Szasz
University of New Mexico

The Natural West: Environmental History in the Great Plains and Rocky Mountains. By Dan Flores. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2001. xi + 285
pp. Halftones, maps, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth, ISBN
0-8061-33 0 4-X.)
Dan Flores proves himself a leading light among environmental historians
in this welcome collection ofhis articles. In earlier renditions, all but two ofhis
ten chapters were published in other forums. Often, one finds in collections
similar to this one a disjointed compilation of previous publications, but
Flores's effort in this case nicely transcends that all too common shortcoming.
One of the most prominent themes found throughout this collection is
that all humans share a genetic commonality, a biological imprinting more
important and basic than artifice and culture in determining what it is to be
human. Acknowledging our social-biological hardwiring will assist humans
as a species to fit into the web oflife. To do otherwise, Flores maintains, is to
jeopardize the future of human existence.
His most celebrated piece, I maintain, is his "bison ecology" chapter, a
reworked article previously published in the Joumal ofAmerican History.
Flores's point is sharp but all so apropos to the importance of environmental
history as a discipline. What Flores portrays is a "biocultural history," one
depicting how the relationship of culture in terms of economics and religion
can mix with living systems and render unanticipated or harmful effects for
people and the life forms around them. Of course, this lesson goes down hard
for those who hold romantic visions ofIndian peoples as "children of nature"
or the "first ecologists." Flores hits the mark when he says, "That all our
ancestors - irrespective of their cultures, worldviews, or religions - were as
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humanly fallible then as we all are now ought not to stun us. That idea is
essential to compassionate history" (p. 53).
The other chapters are no less enjoyable and insightful. Flores's discussion
of Peter Custis's exploration of the Red River Valley in 1806 is an excellent
analysis ofmanaged landscapes formed by Indian peoples. His description of
Euroamerican historical treatment ofgrizzly bears is a telling case for the preservation of these animals as a means of self-preservation. He crafts a captivating plea for bioregional histories in a chapter on "place" and provides an
enthralling explanation for why mountain ranges remain largely public domain regardless of the resident culture. Another chapter deals with how Mormons shaped their Zion and with the bioregional repercussions. His lament
for the historical development of the High Plains is well argued, and his own
work in ecological restoration shows the value of understanding the environmental history of a biome.
As much as I admire Flores's work, there are some aspects that occasionally prove disconcerting. For example, one of the underpinnings of his thematic framework is an unquestioning acceptance of what geneticists call the
"Eve" theory, which holds that the origin of modern human beings can be
traced back to one species living in Africa some one hundred thousand years
ago. But "Modern Human Ancestry at the Peripheries"by Milford H. Wolpoff,
et al. in Science (12 January 2001) calls the Eve theory into considerable question. Does Wolpoff's work undermine Flores's edifice? Maybe not, but its
theoretical framework may need a different design.
Nonetheless, traveling Flores's path toward environmental history leads to
a richer understanding ofwhat it has meant to be human, and this is one trek
well worth the shoe leather.
Tames E. Sherow
Kansas State University

Twilight Time: A Soldier's Role in the Manhattan Project at Los Alamos. By
Ralph C. Sparks. (Los Alamos, N. Mex.: Los Alamos Historical Society, 2000.
vi + 116 pp. Halftones. $15.95 paper, ISBN 0-941232-25-5.)
Quads, Shoeboxes and Sunken Living Rooms: A History of Los Alamos
Housing. By Craig Martin. The Los Alamos Story Series, no. 4. (Los Alamos,
N.Mex.: Los Alamos Historical Society, 2000.48 pp. Halftones, maps, tables,
bibliography, index. $12·95 paper, ISBN 0-941232-24-7.)

216 ~ NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 78, NUMBER 2

Los Alamos is one of the few New Mexico towns with an international
reputation. For over fifty years, people have been intrigued by every aspect
of its scientific, technological, and mysterious past. The Los Alamos Historical Society has responded to this interest by publishing twelve local studies
ranging from a history of the Ranch School to an account of plutonium
metallurgy during wartime. These two books form part of this series, and
each adds considerably to our understanding of life on the "Hill."
Twilight Time (the title comes from the theme song of 1940S bandleader
Les Brown) is the autobiography of Ralph C. Sparks, a Rhode Island technician who spent two years as an SED in charge of the prototype shop in the
Bomb Physics Division and also helped assemble the first eleven Fat Man
bombs. Although somewhat naive in his views of espionage and foreign
policy, Sparks's memoir is exceptionally welcome because it provides a perspective from an overlooked but absolutely crucial component of the Manhattan Project: the skilled machinists. Most historians have focused on the
high-profile theoretical physicists such as J. Robert Oppenheimer, Edward
Teller, or Hans Bethe, but none of their ideas could have come to fruition
without the twelve-hour days, six days per week, put in by the approximately
one hundred expert machinists. These skilled craftsmen, sometimes working
with tolerances as small as five-millionths of an inch, were forced to become
especially creative. Sparks, for example, had to design and manufacture reamers and drills for high explosives from a beryllium-copper alloy (not steel) for
an accidental spark could send the entire operation up in flames. With Twilight Time, Sparks has provided the first autobiographical account from the
technological middle, without which Los Alamos could never have produced the weapons that ended World War II.
Quads, Shoeboxes and Sunken Living Rooms treats the housing situation
in Los Alamos from 1943 to the present. This is no small matter, for, as the
author notes, from the onset "griping about housing became a local pastime
and remains so today" (p. 3)' Although one might wish for more of the human dimension here-how, for example, did the early "socialist" housing
play out in social class hierarchies? -the overall story is an interesting one.
When the Manhattan Engineering District took over the Los Alamos
Ranch School in 1943, it contained fifty-four buildings, of which twentyseven were homes. The initial plan called for housing for a dozen scientists,
but at war's end the community numbered over five thousand people. Since
wartime Los Alamos was considered only temporary, the early homes were all
Jerry-built and exceptionally basic. The coal-burning cooking stoves worked so
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poorly that housewives set up a black market in electric hot plates, which
were banned because the technical area needed all of the electrical supply.
Huts, trailers, and ugly dormitories rounded out initial project housing.
When the Truman administration decided to make Los Alamos permanent, housing again became an issue. New director Norris Bradbury marveled that the success of the nation's only nuclear weapons laboratory largely
hinged on supplying sufficient housing. Consequently, the government began to import homes from Hanford (Pasco Houses) and brought in the latest
in prefabrication technology, the Luston house, which five men could (theoretically) assemble in a week. From 1957 onward, the government, with great
relief, gradually began to phase itself out of the housing business.
Aided by numerous tables and sketches, Martin thoroughly discusses the
steady expansion of Los Alamos and the nearby community of White Rock.
He closes with an account of the devastating Cerro Grande fire of 2000, during which four hundred families lost their homes.
The Los Alamos Historical Society should be commended for publishing
these fine local histories. From memoirs to housing, one finds perennial interest in the New Mexico community that built the world's first atomic weapons and periodically finds itself on the front pages of the paper for a variety
of scientific, technological, political, and environmental reasons.
Ferenc M. Szasz
University of New Mexico

Coming of Age in the Great Depression: The Civilian Conservation Corps
Experience in New Mexico, 1933-1942. By Richard Melzer. (Las Cruces, N.
Mex.: Yucca Tree Press, 2000. xii + 308 pp. Halftones, map, appendixes, notes,
bibliography, index. $25.00 cloth, ISBN 1-881325-41-5.)
The thesis of Richard Melzer's carefully crafted, comprehensively researched, and exceedingly well-written study is clearly proclaimed in its title
and reiterated throughout the monograph. Over fifty thousand enrollees (the
term recruits was avoided to emphasize the civilian nature ofthe corps, though
the military ran the camps) largely from New Mexico were disciplined into
a time- rather than a task-driven economy enabling them to function effectively in a modern social order. In the course of their service, lasting usually
from six months to a year, the health and educational attainments of the enrollees improved, the infrastructure ofthe state likewise improved, as did the
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environment, thanks to the projects undertaken by the corps. While the military ran the camps, agencies of the Departments of Agriculture and the Interior determined the land-use projects the enrollees completed. Moreover, the
families of the young enrollees benefited from the substantial portion of their
monthly pay required to be sent home. Early chapters survey depression-ridden New Mexico and the response to establishing the Civilian Conservation
Corps (CCC) in the state. Butthe core ofthe study follows enrollees from their
joining the CCC through their daily and leisure-time routines. Town and camp
relations are examined as is the service rendered by corps members fighting
fires and assisting in flood control. Communities initially suspicious ofnearby
CCC camps usually ended up endorsing them and embracing enrollees.
Melzer devotes a chapter to the dark side of the camps: griping against rules
and regulations, seeking political favors, and cultural tensions arising between
out-of-state enrollees, some of whom were from eastern urban areas, and the
larger number of New Mexican enrollees, most of whom were Hispanic and
many ofwhom spoke no English. The fact that prejudice against Hispanics was
virtually nonexistent made the New Mexico camps unique with regard to those
in neighboring states. When war came, CCC members were admirably prepared to make the transition from enrollee to recruit.
What makes Melzer's volume so impressive is that he discusses the CCC
largely in terms of individuals. Besides contacting surviving participants, he
has perused, I suspect, every available CCC camp newspaper. In addition he
has scoured a wide range of archival material in New Mexico and throughout the nation. He identifies all of the camps, along with the agency supervising their projects, in the appendixes. Another appendix identifies every
project, some of which are now listed on the National Register of Historic
Places and the New Mexico State Register of Cultural Properties. In short,
Richard Melzer has produced a model monograph, one that adds significantly to an understanding of an aspect of the New Deal, of New Mexico,
and the Greater Southwest.
Richard Lowitt
University of Oklahoma

Women and Nature: Saving the "Wild" West. By Glenda Riley. Women in the

West Series. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1999. xviii + 279 pp. Halftones, notes, bibliography, index. $60.00 cloth, ISBN 0-8°32-3932-7, $24-95 paper, ISBN 0-8°32-8975-8.)
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Glenda Riley presents a thoughtful and informative portrait of women's
roles in western conservation and environmentalism. Her study addresses
nature writing, photography, tourism, travel literature, the natural sciences,
community voluntarism, and political activism in the trans-Mississippi West
from the mid-nineteenth thropgh the twentieth centuries. Riley's book remedies the previous neglect of women in American environmental history.
Indeed, the period she covers most extensively, the 1870S through the 1940s,
was the era during which conservationism took root in American culture.
Riley's research leaves no doubt that women were central to that process.
Riley casts a broad net, researching a variety of manuscript sources including club records, speeches, newsletters, travelogues, and diaries, along with
synthesizing secondary material on the topic. As a result she reveals the multivalent role played by women in American environmentalism. Her study is
provocative rather than exhaustive; it demands reevaluation of popular assumptions about women and western landscapes, and about environmental
history. Although some reviewers have criticized her omissions, the evidence
she presents is more than adequate to support her arguments. In short, Women
and Nature provides a solid foundation for further research on women and
natural resources in the West.
Riley organizes each chapter by the ways that women engaged both nature
and the American public. In the chapter on writers, she assesses the contributions of well-known figures such as Helen Hunt Jackson, Mari Sandoz, and
Mary Austin. She also uncovers the contributions of lesser-known writers
such as Susan Fenimore Cooper and Agnes C. Laut. Cooper helped "popularize the nature essay" four years before Thoreau published Walden (p. 65);
Laut wrote popular fiction whose heroines opposed the reckless plunder of
forests and minerals. Riley offers a gendered analysis of the values expressed
by these and other writers, moving beyond "contribution history" to explore
the ways that women redefined domestic space to include nature as "a family's
larger home" (p. 65). The inclusion of nature within women's domestic concerns opened a path toward female activism on behalf of the environment.
Women's clubs took up the charge, as we find in Riley's chapter on community voluntarism and political activism. This chapter is especially valuable, making visible the untold story of women's influence at the grassroots
level. Riley describes organizations such as the Mesquite Club of Las Vegas,
which planted over two thousand trees in 1911; the Washington Federation of
Women's Clubs, which played a leading role in establishing Mount Rainier
as a national park; and the Ladies Auxiliary of the Nebraska Association of
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Soil and Water Conservation Districts, which promoted conservationist land
use policies. Riley demonstrates that networks of clubs all over the West laid
the groundwork for institutionalized conservation.
Riley also investigates female naturalists who promoted environmental
awareness. Again, the sweep of Riley's research ,yields individuals and organizations previously unknown, such as the Nature Study movement that
emerged at the turn of the century to involve hundreds of women teachers
and naturalists. These instructors introduced students to woods and fields
beyond their schools and taught ecological principles in the bargain. Female
botanists and birders, meanwhile, inventoried new species, taught at colleges
and universities, and helped pioneer the field of ecology.
Similarly, Riley's investigation of travelers, tourists, and mountain climbers brings to light an entrepreneurial population of women who embraced
physical risk, celebrated the natural world, and publicized their adventures.
These women transformed ideas about both womanhood and the environment. Leaving no stone unturned, Riley also explores the contributions of
landscape artists, painters, and photographers whose work shaped a feminine
aesthetic in which nature appeared welcoming and human design was made
harmonious with natural design.
In the final chapter, Riley challenges historians to rethink their assumptions about women in western history and about women in environmental
history. Riley's female writers, travelers, tourists, scientists, artists, and activists conveyed their engagement with the outdoor world, overturning the
cliched notion that White women shrank from wild landscapes in the West.
Riley has demonstrated instead that legions of women embraced nature and
interpreted it by turns as comforting, inspiring, or liberating. She argues that
these women introduced a feminine aesthetic predicated on living with
nature rather than conquering it and calls for further research to explore the
contradictions, nuances, and implications of this aesthetic. Nowhere in this
book does Riley claim to be definitive in scope or analysis. Rather, she notes
that the addition of women to environmental history complicates it by raising issues of race, gender, class, and power relations within the movement.
Riley adds that women transformed themselves in the process of fighting for
the environment. In doing so they gained political fluency, pioneered careers, and developed new philosophies such as ecofeminism, while calling
for research in these areas as well. Finally, Riley's research proves that environmentalism in the United States was not a "top-down, politician-inspired,
legislative movement" (p. 191). Rather, women's writing, art, teaching, tourism,
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and activism "played a crucial role in building the national awareness that
allowed such leaders as John Muir, Theodore Roosevelt, and Gifford Pinchot to put their ideas into place" (p. 191).

Dorothy C. Garceau
Rhodes College

The Church in Colonial Latin America. Edited by John F. Schwaller. (Wilmington, Del.: Scholarly Resources, 2000. xxiii + 252 pp. Map, tables,
notes, bibliography. $55.00 cloth, ISBN 0-8420-2703-3, $18.95 paper, ISBN 0842 0 - 2 70 4-1.)
A recent contribution to the Jaguar Books series on aspects of Latin American history and culture, Schwaller's compilation is the second series volume
dedicated to religion. The practice of Catholicism in the central regions of
colonial Latin America-Mexico and the Andean zone-is the true subject
ofthis volume, not the institutional church and its various agencies. The nine
contributions consist of the following: one on the theological debate over the
discovery and nature ofthe New World and its inhabitants; two on the Ordenanza del Patronazgo of 1574, which codified the Spanish crown's authority
over church patronage issues; four on the nature and degree of religious conversion among Native peoples; and two on cults of the Virgin in Mexico.
Absent from the book is any consideration of the church as an entity, its role
in education and social welfare, or its finances and economic role - especially
as a lending institution. Likewise, the collection fails to discuss the careers
and social behavior of clerics, or the activities of the religious orders in the
colonial world, the nature and impact of the Inquisition, and the manifestation of faith and religious practices among the Spanish colonists, African
Latinos, or missions.
Schwaller's twelve-page introduction covers the Church only through the
sixteenth century and offers no rationale for his decision not to cover the
remaining two centuries of colonial history. Nor does it explain why coverage was not extended to other major colonies such as Brazil, Chile, Argentina, and Colombia, which provide informative contrasts to the restricted
spectrum of cases included in the collection.
The selections are uniformly excellent, including several articles that have
transformed our perspectives on important practices and beliefsystems. Luis
Rivera's section is a model of clarity on the religious implications of the New
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World. The contributions by Robert Padden and John Schwaller on the 1574
Ordenanza del Patronazgo are both complementary and informative, and
examine the centrality of the document in determining the course of church
history in the Spanish American colonies. Four articles compose a section on
the conversion of Native peoples to Catholicism. Sarah Cline examines patterns of baptism and Christian marriage in early colonial Mexico. Serge Gruzinski considers the nature and meaning of confession over the course of the
colonial period. Karen Viera Powers addresses migration among the indigenous peoples of the northern Andes and the competition between regular
and secular priests to extend authority over them. Kenneth Mills analyzes the
retention of indigenous religious beliefs in mid-colonial Peru and Spanish
efforts to eradicate them. In the final section Linda Curcio-Nagy and Stafford
Poole examine the changing meaning of devotion to two cults of the Virgin,
respectively the Virgin of Remedies and the Virgin of Guadalupe.
Schwaller has assembled a useful set of readings on aspects of religious
belief and practice in the colonial world. Instructors can make good use of
these monographs, provided they cover the other important dimensions of
the Catholic Church not addressed by these excellent articles.
John E. Kicza
Washington State University

Latin American Popular Culture: An Introduction. Edited by William H.
Beezley and Linda A. Curcio-Nagy. (Wilmington, Del.: Scholarly Resources,
2000. xxiii + 225 pp. Notes, bibliographies, index. $55.00 cloth, ISBN 0-84202710-6, $21.95 paper, ISBN 0-8420-2711-4.)
This collection of thirteen brief historical essays (and introduction) covers a broad geographical and topical range, and thus is perfectly suited for
undergraduate instruction. The compilation succeeds in illuminating the
multiple approaches used by historians, while avoiding excess display of high
theory. The essays are sophisticated and remain accessible to the undergraduate student. As a whole, the volume reflects the emphasis on interdisciplinary
approaches, especially for a younger generation, and provides a representative sampling ofsome of the latest scholarship. All but two of the essays were
written exclusively for this volume.

In their introduction, the editors establish a broad definition ofpopular culture as "a set of behavioral practices with pervasive, ordinary character ...
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[with] roots in common knowledge, and [with] frequent expression in nonwritten form." For the editors, a critical defining element, "the pleasure in
everyday life," forms the basis of memory and thus for narratives of longing
and belonging (p. xi). Because memory itself is malleable, so too are the reference points of national and group identities. Removing the ambiguities of
identity-containing and channeling the diversity of memories toward manageable tropes-is an essential component in the construction of authority.
Bystudying various sites and commodity threads through which memories
are fashioned - monuments, music, world fairs, funerals, food, photography,
street life, and painting are all included-the authors further help students
and scholars understand how and why memory, identity, and power are intertwined in a Latin American context.
Several themes emerge from the diversity of topics examined. One is the
effort by elites to shape social reality against the drag of popular practices.
Fanni Munoz Cabrejo's essay on late-nineteenth-century Lima, for example,
examines the struggle by the nation's elite to forge a "new culture" (p. 156),
one that ran headlong against a population "accustomed to disregarding the
law" (p. 164)' Another theme is the attempt by elites to engineer the representation of the nation-state for public consumption, a point elegantly made in
Blanca Muratorio's examination of Ecuador's "fabrication ofIndian-ness" (p.

105) and demonstrated in Ingrid Fey's discussion ofthe marketing ofArgentina
at the 1889 Paris Exposition. Lauren Derby's gendered reading ofthe "romance
of state" (p. 217) in the Dominican Republic under Trujillo is especially suggestive of the ways that historians can focus on political biography and public
display as sites of power. Other themes, such as how cultural practices have
genealogies (marked by appropriation and transformation), are also present.
A particular strength of the volume is its geographic coverage, although
Central America is noticeably absent while Mexico has four separate essays.
The editors also chose to focus almost exclusively on the national period. In
general the book's attention to mass culture is thin. One topic noticeably
absent is film. Oddly, there are no photographs or illustrations. A short list of
"sights" (videos), "sounds" (music), and suggested readings follows each essay. Although these lists are far from comprehensive, the concept should be
applauded and many readers will appreciate the effort. The book is a welcome addition into the classroom.
Eric Zolov

Franklin and Marshall College
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Dueling Eagles: Reinterpreting the U.S.-Mexican War, 1846-1848. Edited by
Richard Francaviglia and Douglas W. Richmond. (Fort Worth: Texas Christian University Press, 2000. xiii + 191 pp. Halftones, maps, notes, bibliography,
index. $16.95 paper,

ISBN

0-87565-232-8.)

In Dueling Eagles, editors Douglas Richmond and Richard Francaviglia
have assembled a collection of eight articles which, taken together, present
scholars with an impressive reexamination of the mid-nineteenth-century
war between Mexico and the United States. These essays, first presented as
part of a 1996 symposium held at the University ofTexas at Arlington to commemorate the sesquicentennial ofthe war's beginning, explore new interpretations of the origins, course, and results of this clash of cultures. According
to the editors, the book was a result ofan effort "not to celebrate or glorify the
conflict, but to look back on it from 150 years of historical perspective" (p. vii).
A major objective of the symposium was to foster innovative social and
cultural approaches to the study of the U.S.-Mexican War. The present volume effectively manifests the best of that effort. First, Francaviglia presents
a geographic approach to explaining the nature of the war. He contends
that the gradually shifting course of the RIO Grande through the nineteenth
century is analogous to the shifting interpretations of the place of the borderlands in Mexico and the United States during the same time period.
Later chapters explore such issues as the involvement of the British in the
conflict, the literary supporters and critics of the war in the United States,
and the vital work of war correspondents in making the war a reality for
everyday Americans.
Although much of this history is well-plowed ground, the book provides
the important perspective of two leading Mexican scholars. Josefina Zoraida
Vazquez provides vital context in her interpretation of the war resulting from
the political and ideological unrest of postindependence Mexico, while Miguel A. Gonzalez Quiroga examines the effect of the war on the common
people of Monterrey, Nuevo Leon. Gonzalez also provides a comparative exploration of the perspectives of common Mexicans and such luminary American writers as Ralph Waldo Emerson, Robert Longfellow, and Walt Whihnan.
The latter typified the boosterism of the United States when he claimed that
the war was the result of Mexico's overestimating her place in the hemisphere
by assuming America's "great mission ofpeopling the new world with a noble
race" (p. 92), while, for the Mexican citizens of Monterrey, the war meant
death, hunger, and abandoning their homes to the norteamericano occupiers.
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This valuable collection would fit well in Mexican history or U.S. foreign
policy courses. It is also an important effort in reinterpreting the borderland
region as well as ongoing U.S.-Mexican relations.
Matthew A. Redinger
Montana State University

Black Cowboys ofTexas. Edited by Sara R. Massey, introduction by Alwyn
Barr. Centennial Series of the Association of Former Students, Texas A&M
University, no. 86. (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 2000. xix
+ 361 pp. Halftones, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth, ISBN 0-89096934-5,)
For over a century the historical writing about the American West has
focused on the triumphs of the cowboy. Yet modern researchers raised the
question of "who and what is a cowboy." Black Cowboys ofTexas presents a
perspective that challenges the current historiography. It attempts to add to
the literature through a greater analysis of the life and work of Texas' minority residents. Consisting oftwenty-four unrelated accounts and supported by
a preface, introduction, and conclusion, the text expands the definition ofthe
cowboy and raises additional questions about western history.
In suggesting that African Americans are also cowboys, editor Sara Massey
supports the contention that peoples of color (Native Americans, African
Americans, and Mexicans) and, more importantly, of both genders have always been involved in this occupation. Not only does the text strengthen this
argument but equally posits a new definition of the term and the people who
characterized the trade. Massey skillfully defines the role of the Black cowboy and places it within the proper historical context. As Alwyn Barr indicates
in the introduction, the Black cowboy's role in Texas evolves "from the early
1700S to the 199os" (p. 3)'
The tone of the work is established well before the first account. In the
preface readers are told that the earliest masters of the American plains and
its animals were the Indians of Mexico, and the arrival of the Spanish added
new tools to the task of herding. Massey suggests that, from these beginnings,
"Euroamerican cowboys and African American cowboys emerged on the
ranches of Texas" (p. xi). By placing Whites and Blacks on an equal footing,
the text removes the larger aura of the "White cowboy" and creates an easy
transition to a revisionist and multicultural viewpoint.
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Although the text is divided into three parts ("Early Cowboys," "Cowboys
of the Cattle Drives," and "Twentieth-Century Cowboys"), the Black cowboy's past is divided between the antebellum and post-Civil War era. Within
each chapter the authors analyze the relationships between the Black cowboys and their social and geographical environments.
Slavery and issues of race are critical to the development of the Black cowboy. Enslaved Africans gained their introduction to the skills and tasks that
made such careers possible only after the conflict. Unfortunately, racism played
a great role in the later life of the Black cowboy, who experienced difficulty
in gaining respect, equal pay, and equal opportunities. If Reconstruction was
to bring equality, few subjects in this book reveal complete satisfaction with
their status.
Often relying on data from WPA interviews of former slaves, most of the
stories feature men, although there are two exclusively dedicated to women
and one to the Black Seminoles. Some of the stories are simply fascinating.
The reader is captivated by figures like Ben Kinchlow, perhaps the first African American associated with the Texas Rangers; Johanna July, a woman of
mixed ancestry who gained distinction as a horse breaker; Edward "Sancho"
Mozique, a former slave, Buffalo Soldier, and pioneer ofSan Angelo; and Rev.
Mack Williams Sr., a twentieth-century cowboy from a family of cowboys.
Particular attention is given to relationships with Native Americans, Mexicans, slave masters, White bosses, and White coworkers. Race remains a constant in every setting. The authors reveal the closeness between the Seminoles
and African Americans, and the mixed feelings between Blacks and Mexicans. In contrast, it is interesting to note that Whites' fears of Blacks were
based in competitive employment. Often, because oftheir race and perceived
limited opportunities, many Black workers, both slave and free, earned greater
trust from their owners or bosses than did their White counterparts. Black
Cowboys ofTexas is an important text in Texas, western, African American,
and American history. It informs readers that the mysteries of the past can be
conquered and that history can be inclusive. The writing, crisp and lively,
presents a series of stories that read like firsthand accounts rather than snippets of a recovered past. Hopefully, the work started in this text will lead to
additional works in this overlooked field.
Leslie Wilson
Montclair State University
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Mexican Coal Mining Labor in Texas and Coahuila, 1880-193°. By Roberto
R. Calderon. (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 2000. xix + 294
pp. Halftones, maps, graphs, tables, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index.

$39-95 cloth, ISBN 0-89096-884-5.)
This book examines the little-known coal basin that straddles the TexasMexico border between the Pecos River and Laredo, Texas, and the Mexican
workers who mined the fuel during the heyday of production. The railroads
were the biggest market for the coal, but it also fueled smelters, cotton gins,
and various mills and factories.
In Maverick and Webb counties on the border, over half of the miners
were twenty years of age or less, two-thirds were illiterate, and few were U.S.
citizens. Mexican workers also immigrated to Texas' other coal-mining regions-to the Thurber area some four hundred miles to the north and to the
lignite fields in east Texas. Although most Anglo Texans regarded Mexican
laborers as docile and comfortable with poverty, the miners constantly tried
to improve themselves and seized opportunities to unionize whenever they
were presented.
The United Mine Workers (UMW) organized the Laredo'area miners in
19°6, fighting the usual abuses such as short-weighing of coal, payment in
scrip, establishment of company stores, permanent indebtedness, surveillance, beating, and firing of union organizers. The Thurber miners have been
well documented in other books, but those in east Texas have not left much
of a trail for the historian to follow. Mexican miners were even discriminated
against in Mexico, where they were paid less than were imported foreign-born
miners. Miners in Mexico also unionized and, like those in Texas, occasionally went on strike. Between 1902 and 1925 explosions in the gaseous mines
of Coahuila killed 1,253 men whereas, in Texas between 1909 and 1924, some
63 died in accidents. A miner was more likely to be crushed by cave-ins than
incinerated by mine explosions. Socialist political beliefs were common
among the miners in both nations.
By the 1920S the coal market in Texas was fading and the mines were eventuaily shut down. The Mexican miners were abandoned by both management
and the UMW, which acquiesced to the prevailing racism and declined to transport the men to other mining districts. Simultaneously, the Mexican government smashed the union in Coahuila.
The book is occasionally repetitious, and there are a few other glitches such
as the confusing introduction of Laredo UMW local 12,340 in a paragraph
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on pp. 176-77 when it should be placed with the rest of the material on that
local beginning on p. 186, or deleted. But thousands of Mexican miners contributed to the complex socio-economic history of Texas and Coahuila, and
this book succeeds admirably in bringing their story to life.
George N. Green
University of Texas at Arlington

The Federal Landscape: An Economic History ofthe Twentieth-Century West.
By Gerald D. Nash. The Modern American West Series. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 2000. xv + 214 pp. Map, notes, bibliography, index.
$45.00 cloth, ISBN 0-8165-1863-7, $18.95 paper, ISBN 0-8165-1988-9.)
Gerald Nash, now deceased, was a distinguished economic historian of
the American West. The Federal Landscape, his last book, represents the capstone to his earlier works, The American West in the Twentieth Century and
The American West Transformed: The Impact ofthe Second World War. This
latest volume examines public policy and economic development in the twentieth century. Nash frames his analysis around many of the economic theories ofNicolae Kondratieff and Joseph Schumpeter, among others. He also
benefits from the more recent scholarship of historians of the American West
including Richard Lowitt, Leonard Arrington, Norris Hundley, Lyle Dorsett,
and Marilynn L. Johnson.
The book's main focus is the expanding interest of the federal government
in the West in the areas of legislation, bureaucratic policies, agricultural
programs and policies, military installations, atomic energy, immigration,
university research, dam and irrigation projects, and tourism. A secondary focus concerns the impact of entrepreneurship in the West. Nash also devotes
additional space to the issues of ethnicity, race, class, gender, urbanization,
and environmentalism. In this book the West is somewhat defined as the land
west of the Mississippi River. Most of the analysis, however, deals with the
area from the Rocky Mountains westward.
From the 1930S on, the federal government began to move away from the
Jeffersonian ideal ofsignificant numbers ofpeople living on small farms and
keeping small towns alive. The development of bigger farms, both individual
and corporate, and of urbanization meant progress and hence a better lifestyle
through industrialization and postindustrialization. Depopulating rural America and moving large numbers of people into the cities represented economic
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and social advancement. Nash overwhelmingly sees the federal government
as enhancing this progress.
Nash emphasizes the importance of dams, irrigation projects, and atomic
energy, among other subjects, without due concern for their long-term environmental repercussions. Despite its brevity, the book provides a very good
economic history of the twentieth-century West.
Lawrence J. Jelinek
Loyola Marymount University

News ofthe Plains and the Rockies, 1803-1865: Original Narratives ofOverland
Travel and Adventure Selected from the Wagner-Camp and Becker Bibliography ofWestem Americana, vol. 4, G: "Warriors, 1834-1865" and H: "Scientists, Artists, 1835-1859." Compiled and edited by David A. White. (Spokane,
Wash.: Arthur H. Clark Company, 1998. 471 pp. Halftones, maps, tables, appendix. $5°.00 cloth, ISBN 0-8°76-2254-4-)
News ofthe Plains and the Rockies, 1803-1865: Original Narratives ofOverland
Travel and Adventure Selected from the Wagner-Camp and Becker Bibliography ofWest em Americana, vol. 5, J: "Later Explorers, 1847-1865." Compiled
and edited by David A. White. (Spokane, Wash.: Arthur H. Clark Company,
1998,471 pp. Halftones, maps, tables, appendix. $50.00 cloth, ISBN 0-80762255-2.)
These latest republications of the News ofthe Plains and the Rockies were
compiled by David A. White and are dedicated to the memory of Carl Irving
Wheat. The documents selected are relatively short and taken from newspaper accounts, congressional reports, or correspondence. The maps, charts,
and tables included are from original records and reproduced so that they are
a good complement to the content of the documents. Each volume lists a
bibliography consulted and also contains a general list of the document
collection of each volume in the series.
Volume 4 is divided into three general categories- Warriors, Scientists,
and Artists. Section G, "Warriors," makes up about three-fourths of the volume. Because of the time frame covered (1834-1865), many ofthe documents
detail military expeditions and are unconcerned with battle action. Rather,
they are exploratory in nature, an attempt by the U.S. Army to learn about the
people living in the areas ofthe western frontier. During this time efforts were
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being made to win the friendship of the Natives living there, and it was necessary to pacify these people in order to get them to accept the presence of
eastern Indians who had recently moved into their territory.
In volume 4 there is an interesting set of documents relating to the plans
made by Secretary ofWar Joel Roberts Pointsett for the defense of the frontier. He envisioned a frontier line of defense running from the Sabine River
at the Texas-Louisiana border northward through Indian Territory and up
to the Mississippi-Missouri confluence. From there, the line would move
northward to the Platte River and then northeastward toward Minnesota.
There would be a number of posts constructed as bases ofsupply with roads
connecting them. The idea of a north-south frontier was formed prior to
the acquisition of other western territories in the Mexican-American War.
Other documents relate conflicts between the United States and Mexico,
the Mormons, and Native American tribes on the frontier. The documents
relating to the Mexican War period cover the occupation of New Mexico and
the overland trip to California. There are no battle reports in these documents.
Rather, they relate mostly to the acquisition of livestock, supplies, and the
possible establishment of military posts or future defense of the area. The
Mormon War documents deal mostly with the problems of acquiring horses
and mules to replace those lost when the Mormon scouts ran off the U.S.
Army's horse herd. The last set of documents, however, do discuss battles with
the Cheyennes and Sioux-the Chivington Massacre at Sand Creek and the
expedition ofGeneral Sully against the rebellious Santee Sioux in Minnesota.
Geologists and topographers comprise the scientists portrayed in the last
part of volume four. These men were involved in exploring various segments
of the western frontier. One of the more interesting documents explores the
expeditions of Dr. Joseph Leidy into the Bad Lands of the Black Hills in South
Dakota. While there, he discovered fossils of a prehistoric horse that, in his
estimation, proved that ancient horses roamed the plains ofNorth America and
became extinct long before the Spaniards brought the first modern horses to
America.
Volume 5 concerns explorations of the western frontier. Given the time
range (1847-1865), these explorations proved to be relatively less important
than the greater ones made during the early nineteenth century. Much of the
territory explored during this later period was acquired as a result of the Mexican-American War. After the acquisition of this new territory, many people
became interested in finding practical routes across the continent to reach the
new lands, particularly after gold was discovered in California in 1849.
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Other explorations were made to define the borders of various territorial
jurisdictions as they were created in the West. In 1864 the expedition led by
Henry E. Maynadier sought the headwaters of the Missouri-Yellowstone
Rivers. This expedition was preceded, however, by those reconnaissances of
Andrew A. Humphries, John N. Macomb, William F. Raynolds, and John
Mullan, soldiers and scientists who explored the San Juan River and the Grand
Canyon, and sketched the outline of what was later to become Yellowstone
National Park.
Altogether, these documents will prove a valuable reference to the serious
historian of the West. Every library should have this series on its shelves. Although somewhat short and incomplete, these volumes still give a broad view
of the great story of the winning of the West.
Ray F. Broussard
University ofGeorgia

To Hell With Honor: Custer and the Little Bighorn. By Larry Sklenar. (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 2000. xv + 395 pp. Halftones, maps, notes,
bibliography, index. $29'95 cloth, ISBN 0-8061-3156-x.)
Standing atop the dusty slopes overlooking the Little Bighorn River, the
image ofGen. George Armstrong Custer battling against overwhelming hordes
of Sioux and Cheyenne Indians seems frozen in time. The event known as
Custer's Last Stand is easily recognized as one ofthe most enduring legends of
the American West. In his new book, To Hell With Honor: Custer and the
Little Bighorn, author Larry Sklenar acknowledges the mythic proportions of
this notable encounter between Native Americans and U.S. cavalrymen, but
resolves instead to sift once again through all the firsthand accounts ofthe battle
to seek reality. This is indeed a daunting task, given the amount of reflection
that hundreds of other scholars have devoted to this subject. It would seem
virtually impossible to uncover anything new or to develop a fresh and insightful perspective on the Little Bighorn. Nonetheless, this objective is exactly what
Sklenar has accomplished.
Using the same sources that have for years been utilized by such noted
battle scholars as Charles Kuhlman, W. A. Graham, and John S. Gray, Sklenar
provides new perspectives and interpretation. For example, the author contends with great plausibility that Custer made not one but two trips to an
observation point known as the Crow's Nest and was definitely able to view
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an Indian village in the Little Bighorn Valley. He did not see the great encampment of Sioux and Cheyennes that would eventually defeat the Seventh Cavalry but a smaller camp that Custer hoped to surround and capture.
According to Sklenar, Custer anticipated that he would be able to capture the
women and children in this encampment and force the rest of the alleged
hostile Indians to negotiate and return to their reservations. When Custer
failed to overtake the band of Sans Arc Sioux who fled this so-called lone
tepee encampment, he was forced to alter his plans.
Sklenar further argues with authority that Custer's subordinates, Capt.
Frederick Benteen and Maj. Marcus Reno, could not overcome their blind
hatred for Custer and other leadership limitations, facilitating the disastrous
outcome. Afterward, these subordinates, whom the author labels "inveterate
liars," covered up their shortcomings and failures at an army court of inquiry
called to investigate the battle (p. 337)'
In the end, Sklenar contends that Custer and at least part of his command
may have had an opportunity to retreat from the battlefield. Instead the famous Indian fighter made a noble sacrifice by holding his position at Last
Stand Hill in order to save the remnants of his regiment, specifically Benteen's detachment and Reno's survivors. In short George Armstrong Custer
went "to hell with honor."
This probing and cogent study continues the trend begun more than a
dozen years ago to rehabilitate the image of Custer. Although some readers
may not agree with the author's conclusions, they cannot dispute that he has
delivered a thought-provoking reassessment of this legendary engagement.
To Hell With Honor is a welcome addition to the growing literature on the
Battle of the Little Bighorn.
David Dixon
Slippery Rock University

Lamy's Legion: The Individual H istones ofSecular Clergy Serving in the Archdiocese of Santa Fe from 1850 to 1912. By Nancy Hanks. (Santa Fe, N.Mex.:
HRM Books, 2000. xiv + 146 pp. Halftones, appendix, bibliography, index.
$25.00 paper, ISBN 0-9665859-1-7.)
Nancy Hanks has compiled a useful resource for students of the Roman
Catholic Church in New Mexico. Intrigued by the number of French priests
in New Mexico Territory, the author took her interest beyond those 114 priests
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to a list of over 200 clergymen. The priests are listed in alphabetical order
with most entries containing information on where they were born, how they
got to New Mexico, and where they served, along with notations about the
priest's activities from sources in the Archdiocesan Archives. Althoug~ the
results appear to be a deceptively simple laundry list of dates and assignments, a tremendous amount of work has gone into cross-referencing this
material and augmenting it with data from baptismal registers, French diocesan records, periodical literature, and numerous other sources. A helpful
appendix lists all parishes in the Archdiocese of Santa Fe from 1850 to 1912
with the secular priests who served them.
The book is not without flaws. The cover promises, "This book tells the
story of each of these men and their role in the growth of New Mexico Territory," but the entries average less than a full page for each priest. Archbishop
Jean B. Lamy himself gets less than two pages of text, while several priests
have but a single reference. The criteria for inclusion within the book are
unclear. Albert Canova was born after Archbishop Lamy's tenure and arrived
in New Mexico after 1912. The priests listed as "Albert" and "Holtmann" are
not secular clergy but the Franciscans Albert Daeger, later the sixth archbishop ofSanta Fe, and Arnold Holtmann. The book is a handy tool but seems
intended to be the first look rather than the last word on its subjects.
Jack Clark Robinson, OFM
Los Lunas, N.Mex.

Destination Culture: Tourism, Museums, and Heritage. By Barbara Kirshenblatt-Gimblett. (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1998. xviii + 326
pp. 90 halftones, map, notes, index. $29.95 paper, ISBN 0-520-2°966-4.)
Barbara Kirshenblatt-Gimblett fills a crucial gap in the field of culture
studies and in particular, the subfield of museum studies. As the title implies,
this book exams a wide variety of topics. Destination Culture informs the
reader how advertisement, representation, exhibiting, and tourism affect an
audience, and Kirshenblatt-Gimblett manages the complicated material
without overanalyzing it. Each chapter is a separate essay and provides the
reader with different subject matter: "The Agency of Display," "A Second
Life as Heritage," "Undoing the Ethnographic," and "Circulating Value."
Kirshenblatt-Gimblett, professor of performance studies and Hebrew and
Judaic studies at New York University, begins with an explanation of what she
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believes Destination Culture was meant to render. The volume "deals with
agencies of display in museums, festivals, world's fairs, historical recreations,
and tourist attractions" (p. 1). The most successful is her approach to dealing
with the agency of display - the power inherent in it and the sometimes troubling result. Demonstrated in each essay is the author's clear understanding
of how interest in objects is created by display and in turn reflects upon the
individuals or groups who select them. Therefore, exhibitions are a statement
ofthe community (whether academics, artists, performers, etc.) by whom they
were created and should be considered a site unto themselves. KirshenblattGimblett's approach is a perfect introduction to the multifaceted project of
display and would serve as an excellent textbook for courses that grapple with
the questions surrounding public presentation and performance of culture.
She assumes the challenge ofdiscussing how, as a consequence ofbeing taken
out of context, ethnographic materials are misunderstood or misinterpreted.
One of the strongest sections of the "Exhibiting Humans" piece gives a historical overview of the practice along with an insightful commentary on the
practice itself.
The most intriguing essay in the book is "Destination Museum" in which
the author takes a serious look at the diversity of museums in existence today
and how they relate to tourism and the making of cultural heritage. She uses
well-placed, interesting illustrations and photographs that substantiate her
points and that help the reader better appreciate her arguments. In all, she
has given us a richly documented look at how exhibiting has created and continues to form ideas of people and places, adding much to our understanding of the viewer experience.
Rebecca Hernandez

University of New Mexico

Book Notes

An Americana Century, 1902-2002. By RobertA. Clark and Patrick J. Brunet.
(Spokane, Wash.: Arthur H. Clark Company, 2002.300 pp. Halftones, appendixes, index. $33.00 cloth, ISBN 0-87062-319-2.)

The Argentina Reader: History, Culture, Politics. Edited by Gabriela Nouzeilles
and Graciela Montaldo. Latin America in Translation/en Traducci6n/em Tradw;ao Series. (Durham, N.C.: Duke University Press, 2003. xiv + 580 pp. 43
halftones, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $74.95 cloth, ISBN 0-8223-2885-2,
$23'95 paper, ISBN 0-8223-291.4-X.)
Biodiversity and Native America. Edited by Paul E. Minnis and Wayne J.
Elisens. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2000. x + 310 pp. Halftones,
line drawings, maps, tables, bibliography, index. $34.95 cloth, ISBN 0-806132 32 -9.)
Emperors in the Jungle: The Hidden History ofthe U.S. in Panama. By John
Lindsay-Poland. American Encounters/Global Interactions Series. (Durham,
N.C.: Duke University Press, 2003. x + 265 pp. Halftones, maps, tables, notes,
index. $18,95 paper, ISBN 0-8223-3098-9.)

From Popular Medicine to Medical Populism: Doctors, Healers, and Public
Power in Costa Rica, 1800-1940' By Steven Palmer. (Durham, N.C.: Duke
University Press, 2003. xiv + 329 pp. Halftones, map, graphs, tables, notes,
bibliography, index. $69.95 cloth, ISBN 0-8223-3013-1, $22.95 paper, ISBN 0822 3-3 047-4,)
Francisco de Miranda: A Transatlantic Life in the Age ofRevolution. By Karen
Racine. Latin American Silhouettes Series. (Wilmington, Del.: Scholarly
Resources, 2003. xix + 336 pp. Halftones, maps, notes, bibliography, index.
$65.00 cloth, ISBN 0-8420-2909-5, $19.95 paper, ISBN 0-8420-2910-9.)
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The Glen Canyon Reader. Edited by Mathew Barrett Gross. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 2003. vii + 200 pp. Notes, bibliography. $17.95 paper,
ISBN

0-8165-2242-1.)

Indians, Oil, and Politics: A Recent History of Ecuador. By Allen Gerlach.
Latin American Silhouettes Series. (Wilmington, Del.: Scholarly Resources,
2003. xix + 286 pp. Halftones, map, notes, bibliography, index. $65.00 cloth,
ISBN

0-8420-5107-4, $23.95 paper,

ISBN

0-8420-5108-2.)

The Journal of Big Bend Studies, vol. 14. Edited by Robert J. Mallouf. (Alpine,
Tex.: SuI Ross State University; Center for Big Bend Studies, 2002. iii + 234 pp.
Halftones, maps, tables, notes, bibliography. $25.00 paper, ISSN 1058-4617.)

Manana es San Peron: A Cultural History of Peron's Argentina. By Mariano
Ben Plotkin, translated by Keith Zahniser. Latin American Silhouettes Series. (Wilmington, Del.: Scholarly Resources, 2003. xiv + 262 pp. Notes, bibliography, index. $65.00 cloth, ISBN 0-8420-5028-0, $22.95 paper, ISBN 0-84205029-9,)

Navajo Trading: The End of an Era. By Willow Roberts Powers. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2001. xiv + 282 pp. Halftones, map,
notes, bibliography, index. $17.95 paper,

ISBN

0-8263-2322-7.)

One Side by Himself The Life and Times of Lewis Barney, 1808-1894. By
Robert O. Barney. Western Experience Series. (Logan: Utah State University Press, 2002. xxii + 402 pp. Halftones, 11 maps, notes, bibliography, index.
$44.95 cloth,

ISBN

0-87421-428-9, $24.95 paper,

ISBN

0-87421-427-0.)

Spirit ofthe American Southwest: Geology/Ancient Eras and Prehistoric People/
Hiking Through Time. By Torn Prisciantelli. (Santa Fe, N.Mex.: Sunstone
Press, 2002. 219 pp. Halftones, maps, index, glossary. $22.95 paper,

ISBN

0-

86 534-354-3,)

Stitching Rites: Colcha Embroidery Along the Northern Rio Grande. By Suzanne P. MacAulay. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 2000. xviii + 167
pp. Halftones, color plates, map, notes, bibliography, index. $38.00 cloth,
ISBN

0-8165-2091-1.)

Where the Buffalo Roam: Restoring America's Great Plains. 2d edition. By
Anne Matthews, foreword by Donald Worster. (New York: Grove Weiden-
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feld, 1992; reprint, Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2002. xvii + 204 pp.
Halftones, map. $15.00 paper, ISBN 0-226-51096-4-)

The Wolf in the Southwest: The Making ofan Endangered Species. Edited by
David E. Brown, foreword by Harley G. Shaw. (Tucson: University ofArizona
Press, 1983; reprint, Silver City, N.Mex.: High Lonesome Books, 2002. xii +
204 pp. Halftones, graphs, tables, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $14.95
paper, ISBN 0-944383-59-9.)

News Notes

Grants, Fellowships, and Awards

The University of New Mexico Design Planning Assistance Center will receive a Charter Award at the conference ofthe Congress for the New Urbanism on 21 July in Washington, D.C. The award recognizes the Dona Ana Plaza
Plan, which was prepared in collaboration with the firm of Moule and
Polyzoide. The plan proposes a plaza park where an asphalt parking lot now
stands in front of the New Mexico community's old church.
The William P. Clements Center for Southwest Studies at Southern Methodist University offers research-tmvel grants to applicants living outside the
Dallas-Fort Worth area to encourage greater use of the special collections at
the DeGolyer Library. The library houses a large collection of books, manuscripts, photographs, maps, and rare periodicals and newspapers. The library's
strengths include European exploration of North America, in particular the
Spanish colonial and U.S.-Mexican borderlands, and the Trans-Mississippi
West. The grants of$500 are awarded to defray travel expenses for periods of
one to four weeks. Applicants should provide a project outline and plan, and
should relate their work to the collections in the DeGolyer Library. Applications are accepted year-around. Please direct materials and inquiries to Prof.
David Weber, Director, Clements Center for Southwest Studies, Dallas Hall,
Room 356, 3225 University Ave., P.O. Box 75°176, Dallas, TX, 75275-0176,
(214) 768-1233 phone, e-mail: swcenter@smu.edu.
The William P. Clements Center for Southwest Studies at Southern Methodist University announces the Bill and Rita Clements Research Fellowships
for the Study of Southwestern America. The awards are designed to provide
time for scholars to complete book-length manuscripts. The center invites
scholars in the humanities or social sciences to apply for three awards for the
2°°4-2°°5 academic year. Each fellow will receive a stipend of $37,000, a
$2,000 travel and research allowance, and a publication subvention. The
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application deadline is 12 January 2004. For details on the application process, contact Prof. David Weber, Director, Clements Center for Southwest
Studies, Dallas Hall, Room 356, 3225 University Ave., P.O. Box 750176, Dallas, TX, 75275-0176, (214) 768-1233 phone, e-mail: swcenter@smu.edu.
The Society for Historians of the Gilded Age and Progressive Era (SHGAPE)
announces the biennial competition for the best published article by a new
scholar dealing with any aspect of U.S. history between 1865 and 1917. The
article must have appeared in a journal dated 2001 or 2002. Any graduate student or individual who has a doctorate awarded after 1992 and who has not
yet published a book is eligible to compete for a $500 award. An article may
be submitted for consideration by the author or by others (e.g. a journal editor).
The deadline for submission is 1December 2003. Questions and submissions
should be directed to: Jacqueline M. Moore, SHGAPE Prize Committee,
Department of History, Austin College, 900 N. Grand Avenue, Sherman,
TX,75 0 9°'

Archives, Exhibits, and Historic [Web] Sites
The Albuquerque Museum presents, "Fabulous! The New Look of the Fifties in Albuquerque," an exhibit celebrating the "New Look" in fashion, furniture, automobiles, architecture, and more in the Duke City in the 1950s.
For the first time the museum will present its historic Kistler-Collister Dress
Collection. The exhibit runs through 31 August 2003. For more information
contact the museum at (505) 243-7255 phone; or visit the website: www.cabq.
gov/museum.
The Millicent Rogers Museum in Taos, New Mexico, announces "The Art
of the Book in the Southwest." This exhibition illustrates the unique artistic
culture that has thrived in the Southwest as represented by books and other
forms of visual communication. The artistic elements produced by three
southwestern cultures (Native American, Hispanic, and Euroamerican) from
the 1600s to the present are featured. The exhibit also includes a section on
the production of an art book with examples of two books produced in northern New Mexico. Eight Taos-area artists bring the exhibition to the present
in addition to a number oflectures and workshops. The exhibit runs through
12 October 2003. For more information, contact the museum at (505) 7582462 phone; or visit the museum website: www.millicentrogers.com.
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The Museum of New Mexico Museum of Fine Arts presents "From Realism
to Abstraction: Art in New Mexico 1917-2002," an exhibit featuring selections
from the museum's permanent collection of regional art in all media. The
exhibit runs through 26 October 2003. For more information, visit the museum website: www.museumofnewmexico.org.
The New Mexico State University Museum announces "Border Lives Once
Lived, Vidas Fronterizas: C6mo Se Vivie ron," an exhibit presented in the
east and west galleries. The lives of Hispanic families in Las Cruces from
1880-1910 and their roles in developing the community are the subjects of
the exhibit, which runs through 13 December 2003. For more information,
contact the New Mexico State University Museum, (505) 646-3739 phone;
museum@nmsu.edu email; or visit the museum website: www.nmsu.edu/
~museum.

The Museum of New Mexico Museum ofIndian Arts and Culture presents
"Jewels of the Navajo Loom: The Tugs of the Teec Nos Pos." The exhibit
features the worid's finest collection of Navajo rugs from the four corners area
and highlights the textile tradition that developed around the Teec Nos Pos
trading post. The exhibit runs through 11 January 200+ For more information,
visit the museum website: www.museumofnewmexico.org.

Calendar of Events
31 August: Submission deadline for the forty-fourth annual conference ofthe
Western History Association. The association invites proposals for panels and
individual papers, especially on topics related to the Hispanic West in both
representation and reality. Panel proposals should include an abstract outlining the purpose of the session and should designate one contact person. All
paper submissions should include a one-page abstract, a C.V., and contact
information. Please submit proposals to Durwood Ball, WHA Program Committee, New Mexico Historical Review, MSC06 3790, University of New
Mexico, Albuquerque, NM, 87131-0001. For more information see the
website: www.unm.edu/~wha/confho04CFP.html, or e-mail Prof. Ball at
lball@unm.edu.

September: The Historic Preservation Division ofthe State ofNew Mexico will hold its tenth annual Archaeology Fair in Tucumcari. The Fair will provide an opportunity for professional archaeologists and archaeological firms
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to showcase their work. For more information, contact Dr. Glenna Dean,
State Archaeologist, State of New Mexico, Office ofCultural Affairs, Historic
Preservation Division, La Villa Rivera Building, 228 East Palace Avenue, Santa
Fe, NM, 87501, (505) 827-3989 phone, or e-mail: gdean@oca.state.nm.us.

September: The William P. Clements Center for Southwest Studies announces the conference, "Continental Crossroads: Remapping U.S.-Mexico
Borderlands History," to be held at Hughes-Trigg Forum at Southern Methodist University in Dallas, Texas. This conference seeks to give new voice
to forgotten histories by making the U.S.-Mexican borderlands central to
the American past. Panels focus on the years from 1821 to the mid-twentieth century. For details about the conference call (214) 768-1233, or e-mail:
swcenter@mail.smu.

21

8-11 October: The forty-third annual conference of the Western History Association, "The Boundless West: Imagery and Popular Culture of the American West," will be held at the Renaissance Worthington Hotel in Fort Worth,
Texas. For more information, see the website: www.unm.edu/~wha/conf/
2004CFP.html.

4-6 March 2004: The Texas State Historical Association will hold its 108th
annual meeting at the Renaissance Austin Hotel in Austin, Texas. For more
information, contact the Texas State Historical Association, University Station D0901, Austin, TX, 78712-°332, (512) 471-1525 phone, or visit the website:
www.tsha.utexas.edu.

4-6 March 200+ The forty-seventh annual Missouri Valley History Conference will be held at the Embassy Suites Downtown/Old Market hotel in
Omaha, Nebraska. The deadline for submissions is 15 October 2003 and
proposals should include an abstract and curriculum vitae. For more information, visit the website www.unomaha.edu/Unolhistory/mvhchome.htm.
Direct proposals and inquiries to Prof. Tom Buchanan, Missouri Valley
History Conference, Department ofHistory, University ofNebraska, Omaha,
NE, 68182, or e-mail: mvhc@unomaha.edu. The Society for Military History will sponsor several sessions at the conference. Send military history
proposals directly to Dr. Kevin K. Carroll, Department fo History, P.O.
Box 872501, Arizona State University, Tempe, AZ, 85287-2501, or e-mail:
kcarroll@asu.edu.
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March 2004: The Southwestern Historical Assocation will hold its
annual conference in Corpus Christi, Texas. For more information, e-mail:
stillwell@uta.edu or visit the URL: swhistorical.uta.edu.

17-20

22-24 April 2004= The Arizona Historical Society will hold its forty-fifth an-

nual Arizona History Convention at the Quality Inn and Suites Conference
Center in Safford, Arizona. Paper proposals should include contact information for the author and a one-page description. The submission deadline is
1 October 2003. Direct submissions and inquiries to Bruce Dinges, c/o Arizona Historical Society, 949 E. Second Street, Tucson, I\Z, 85719, (520) 6285774 phone, or visit the website: www.arizonahistory.org.
23-24 April 2004:

The Historical Society of New Mexico will hold its annual
conference in Los Alamos, New Mexico.

13-16 October 2004: The forty-fourth annual conference of the Western His-

tory Association, "Representing the West in Image and Record;' will be held
at the Riviera Hotel in Las Vegas, Nevada.
15-17 July 2005: To mark the sixtieth anniversary of the detonation of the first

atomic bomb at Trinity Site in New Mexico, the Center for the Study ofWar
and Society and the University of Tennessee Press will host a conference to
assess the impact of the development of nuclear weapons on American society and culture. For more information, contact gpiehler@utk.edu, or visit the
website: web.utk.edu/~csws.
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